Free
entitlement

When is my child eligible
for this funding?

to Early
Education

Funding is available following your child’s
3rd birthday as follows:

For further information please contact:

Born

Eligible

Between 1 April
and 31 August

September
Autumn Term

Between
1 September and
31 December

January Spring
Term

Early Years Service
01635 503500
earlyyearsservice@westberks.gov.uk

Between
1 January and
31 March

April Summer
Term

Your local Children’s Centre
Visit www.westberks.gov.uk and type
Children’s Centres into the search box for
contact details

For 3 and 4 year olds

West Berkshire Family Information Service
01635 503100 fis@westberks.gov.uk

www.westberks.gov.uk
EYS/SP/06/15

01635 503500
earlyyearsservice@westberks.gov.uk

How does Free Entitlement
work?

Does my child have to
attend for the full 15 hours
a week?

All 3 and 4 year olds are entitled to 15
hours of free early education. Your child
can attend any of the following to access
this funding: childminders, preschools,
nurseries, school attached nursery or
independent schools. The Government
funding provides for a maximum of 15
free hours of education per week for 38
weeks of the year. (570 hours)
West Berkshire Council will pay your
provider directly, after your child’s place
and hours have been agreed. These
hours are free at the point of delivery and
you should not be asked for payment.
Any additional chargeable services must
be agreed with your provider prior to your
child attending the setting.

You can choose how many hours your
child attends within the 15 hour free
entitlement; this should be agreed with
your provider. Any additional hours that
extend past the 15 hours must be paid
for by the parent.
Your child’s free hours must be taken
over a minimum of 2 days a week with
no session either being shorter than 2 ½
hours or longer than 10 hours.
Your provider should ask you to sign a
West Berkshire Council Parent Declaration
Form at the beginning of each relevant
term, to establish how many hours your
child is accessing the Free Entitlement.
Your free entitlement hours can be shared
between a maximum of 2 providers.
This funding cannot be claimed for 4
year olds that are attending school in the
September following their 4th birthday.

What if my provider is
open for more than 38
weeks a year?
These additional weeks are not covered
by Government’s free entitlement
funding and you will be charged for the
additional hours by your provider.

