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1.

Introduction

1.1

Background

The annual ‘Tellus’ survey previously provided evidence on what around 2,000 children and young
people experienced in their lives; how that changed over time and how it compares with other
areas. It was a powerful source of information, however it is no longer available and although
ongoing consultations and other ad hoc sources are conducted, the ‘voice’ of children and young
people was greatly diminished.
As Walsall Council places children and young people at the centre of all that it does, a new system
of ‘listening’ to their views was developed, in a way that;
a.) Informs priorities and services
b.) Tracks changes over time to show where we have been effective and where not
c.) Compares their experience to other areas to help us address any inequalities
d.) Provides evidence on equality impact

1.2

Design and survey participation

In 2013 Walsall Council developed and launched the Youth of Walsall (YOW) Survey, an
anonymous online survey for secondary school children in Walsall. The questionnaire was
developed and designed in partnership with colleagues in the police and public health as well as
children and young people themselves.
Between October 2013 and May 2014 the questionnaire was administered online (Snap 11
Survey) as part of a lesson in schools and took on average about 34 minutes to complete. The
questionnaire consisted of mainly closed, tick box options and space for comments where
appropriate. The subject areas covered 14 key themes:
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25 schools were invited to take part, with the majority of responses coming from 6 schools. In
terms of overall participation, 3482 young people completed the survey (some only completed it
partially). The age of respondents ranges from 10 to 19.

1.3 Data cleansing
On receipt of the data, Research by Design performed a number of quality checks on the data, to
ensure the validity of responses, to undertake an overall ‘sense check’ and to make the
respondent level data user-friendly.
Figure 1 demonstrates the total base size of this data, once the thorough cleansing exercise had
been completed.

Fig 1: Data cleansing process

Total available
cases n=3803
• Including
'completes'
and all
'partials'
(those not
completing
the whole
survey)

n=3495

Final sample
size: n=3482

• Partials
removed
where
respondants
had clicked
through into
the survey,
but dropped
out before
completing
first question

• 13 cases
removed
during quality
checks*

•RbD will provide details
of why these were
removed, if required

1.4 Caveats recommended
Care is advised when interpreting survey data collected amongst young people. Young people can
interpret things differently from adults (and from each other) and there is the chance that they
will not always be completely honest. Safeguards were put in place to ensure that the
environment was as appropriate as possible for the young people to complete the survey. They
were encouraged to complete the survey independently, within lesson time and without
distractions.
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1.5

Methodological considerations

Of the schools in Walsall that were invited to take part, not all took the opportunity, so the results
are not wholly representative of the wider population. Results are more heavily skewed towards
those living in the certain areas of the borough, as identified in the illustration below.
Fig 2. School completion rate

Care should be taken when considering these results. The decision was made by Walsall Council
not to weight the data.
676 young people did not type in data to enable them to be classified into an area partnership
(derived from two open questions). However, these people were still counted in the broader
survey analysis.
Throughout the report, differences have been acknowledged if there are any interesting
distinctions between subgroups of young people (for example answers given by boys versus girls).
If commentary has been added suggesting that there are differences, the means that the two sub
groups are statistically significantly different from one another. All data has been significance
tested at 95% or above confidence. This means they are “true” differences.
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1.6

Participation

Fig 3. Key demographics
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1.7

Contextualisation

A number of statistical benchmarks are available to give broader context to the findings within
this report. With the exception of colour and ethnicity, the survey results show parity with Walsall
Borough.
Table 1: Benchmark figures

Walsall
Borough

Statistical
Neighbours

West
Midlands

England

National
Rank

2013/14

% Male (mid2013)

49.16%

49.40%

49.26%

49.3%

% female
(mid-2013)

50.84%

50.60%

50.74%

50.7%

% Who receive
free school
meals-Primary
school (2014)

22.5%

20.2%

19.9%

17.0%

125

21.2%

18.0%

16.9%

14.6%

116

% Who receive
free school
mealsSecondary
School (2014)

Previous wellbeing score
2013
% White
British (census
2011)
% Minority
Ethnicity
(census 2011)

Over 42,000 children aged eight and
above have taken in the survey, there
is no individual score for each LA

-

21.8%

13.99
out of
20

14 (out of
20)

76.95%

79.16%

79.75%

52%

23.05%

20.84%

20.25%

48%
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2.

2014 Youth of Walsall Survey Findings

2.1

Key headlines

Your local area, community spirit and helping out


Clean streets are the initiative that young people believe is most important and in most
need of attention. Many spontaneously talk about the need and desire for cleaner streets,
they feel it would halo positively on their local area overall.



Good schools/colleges and health services are also seen as important but many are
reasonably happy with the current offer, feeling that these don’t need a great deal of
improvement.



When considering how happy/unhappy young people are with their local area, many
are indifferent, with 48% stating that it is “ok”.



Just under half (46%) do not feel there is enough things for young people to do in their
local area, interestingly these people tend to be the same who are less happy overall with
where they live.



The majority of young people say they have not helped out or volunteered in their local
community (four fifths). Those who have given their time to help out have assisted with a
variety of pursuits, including charity work, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award community service
and bag-packing at supermarkets.



30% of young people can be classified as ‘young carers’, claiming to help look after a
relative for one or a number of medical afflictions. This is higher in the younger Year
groups (Year 7 and 8) versus the older students.



Those who class as ‘young carers’ are more likely to be those who have had support from
a social worker or those who say they frequently drink alcohol.



One quarter of young people who would be classed as ‘young carers’ claim to spend
between one and nine hours a week looking after a relative.



Perceptions of public transport receive a mixed response. Those who perceive it less
favourably cite issues such as the behaviour of other passengers, safety concerns, dirty
conditions and expense as the main complaints.



The most favoured transport choice for getting to school is walking (47%), followed by car
(31%) and just 18% use public transport.
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Crime and safety


The majority of young people (97%) feel safe at home, with a similar proportion (91%)
feeling safe at school. Just 2% claim to feel unsafe at home, with 7% saying they feel
unsafe at school.



The area where young people feel least safe is Walsall town centre after dark. Only 27%
feel safe in the town centre after dark, with 65% stating that they feel unsafe.



Boys are significantly more likely to feel safer while out in their local area and in Walsall
town centre, compared with girls.



Those who feel less safe at school cite reasons such as bullying, fights and intimidating
groups/gangs.



Those ill at ease with their local area cite concern with crime and violence, also groups of
people (both young and old) who ‘hang around’ and can be confrontational.



Walsall town centre is perceived by some as being unsafe due to individuals who are
under the influence of alcohol, groups/gangs and also the risk of crime.



10% of young people claim to have been a victim of crime.



Significantly more boys claim to have been a victim of crime compared with girls (13% ♂,
8% ♀).



Those who claimed to have been the victim of a crime were asked what crime(s) this was,
and 265 young people typed something in. The most common themes are theft, burglary,
assault and verbal abuse.



14% claim they have considered carrying a weapon and a further 5% claim they have
carried a weapon. The most common reason for this is for protection/personal safety.



Of the 147 young people (5% of the total sample) who claim to have carried a weapon,
considerably more are boys than girls (9% ♂, 2% ♀).

Perceptions of school


When asked a series of question about their schools, young people are most inclined to
agree that their school gives them useful skills and knowledge (75% agree), teachers tell
them how they are doing with work (69% agree) and they feel they get enough help with
learning (61% agree).
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Students are less inclined to agree that their school deals with bullying well (45% agree,
19% disagree) and that teachers make lessons fun and interesting (37% agree, 24%
disagree).



Around two thirds of young people feel that lessons in ‘preparing and planning for the
future’ should be taught in school, with similar proportions suggesting that finance/money
management and sex/relationships should also be taught.



Around half of students (55%) believe that there is a good mix of lunch time and after
school activities offered, the most popular of which being sports/fitness orientated –
football and cricket in particular.

Future aspirations


When thinking about future plans after leaving Year 11, most cite further education
(either sixth form, 63% or college, 37%). Just over one in three say that wish to get a job
after finishing high school (31%).



15% of young people would like to find an apprenticeship after Year 11, which is a
perception that is strongest amongst boys and interestingly, amongst those who are
engaging with some ‘risky behaviours’, such as smoking or drinking alcohol.



Considering future job possibilities, careers such as teaching, joining the police, becoming
a doctor, lawyer, designer or footballer are the most common themes.



Just under three quarters (70%) of young people express a desire to go to university, and
this is especially high amongst girls. Perceived barriers to achieving this are primarily
achievement and financial constraints. Grades are the single biggest concern (47%),
followed by nervousness regarding tuition fees (42%) and the cost of living /
accommodation (26%) and cost of transport (22%).

Getting involved and having your say


Two thirds of young people (66%) are not involved in or give their views in any groups or
clubs. Of those who are, youth clubs and school council are the most popular.



Most young people (80%) think the views of young people can make some or a lot of
difference to things in their school. This decreases to 69% for in their local area and 58%
nationally.



The preferred vehicle for youngsters sharing their thoughts and opinions with groups such
as Youth of Walsall, UKYP and other similar organisations is via school (55%) or via
questionnaires like this (31%). Only around one quarter would choose social media for
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this, and this is significantly more favoured amongst older Year groups (Years 9-11 versus
7 and 8).


When asked about their perceptions of young people in the media, almost half (46%)
claim to think that young people are represented negatively or very negatively by the
media.



Almost half of young people (48%) plan to vote when they are 18. One fifth (20%) do not
plan to vote, and 32% claim they don’t know whether they will vote or not.

Positive activities, exercise and health


When considering extra-curricular activities, young people are most likely to say they are
participating in sport with friends, for example football in the park, with 45% claiming to
do this currently. A similar number, (42%) claim to jog/run/walk in their spare time. Both
activities are especially popular amongst boys.



Young people are most likely to claim they would like to take part in charity
work/volunteering (38% are interested in this).



Uniformed groups such as Scouts and Guides is the activity almost three quarters of young
people (72%) are not interested in becoming involved with.



Barriers to exercise and activities are primarily a lack of others to go with (30%),
uncertainty of where to go to do these activities or lack of time to take part (27% and
26% respectively).



A number of summer activities were provided for children and young people, with 37%
claiming to have taken part in these. Those who were involved regard the experience
positively, with many claiming that they had fun (83%), enjoyed being out of the house
(45%) and made new/different friends (37%).



Most young people claim to do an hour of exercise at least one day per week (81%). 8% of
young people claim they do not exercise for at least one hour a week. Significantly more
young people in Year 12 and 13 (15%) exercise zero days a week compared with those in
Years 9 to 11 (8%) and Years 7 and 8 (6%).

Eating patterns and food poverty


Eating patterns of young people vary throughout the day, dinner/tea time is the meal the
majority of young people eat every day (79%). This falls to 59% claiming that they eat
something at lunchtime every day and just 49% who say they eat breakfast every day.
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Across all three meals just 36% of young people claim to eat something at breakfast
time, lunchtime, and dinner/tea time every day.



Of those who claim to never eat something at meal times throughout the day, over one in
ten young people (11%) claim to never eat breakfast. This falls to 4% never eating anything
at lunchtime and 2% never eating at dinner/tea time.



5% of young people claim they are always hungry because there is not enough food
available at home, while a further 4% claim the often are.



Around one fifth (22%) claim to qualify for free school meals. Significantly more young
people who are Muslim (30%) say they receive free school meals compared with those
who are of other religions.



Most young people (40%) claim to have had two or three portions of fruit and vegetables
the day prior to taking this survey.



Just over 1 in 10, (12%) claimed they had no fruit or vegetables the day prior to taking this
survey

Your feelings and well-being


Over three quarters of young people agree that they ‘have a good life’ and believe ‘my
life is going well’ (79% and 78% respectively).



Boys appear to perceive their well-being more favourably than girls, which is highlighted
by significantly more boys strongly agreeing with most of the well-being statements.



The Walsall “Well-being Score” for this survey is 14 (out of a possible score of 20). This
is consistent with the 2013 score for England.



School achievement is the area that most young people say that they are concerned about,
with 48% expressing worries regarding school/homework/exams. Girls tend to be
worrying much more than boys overall.



Almost two thirds of young people say that they have someone they can talk to about
their worries, should they feel the inclination to.

Relationships and sex


Over one third of young people claim they would like more information on safe sex (36%)
while a similar proportion would like more information on healthy relationships (34%).



Significantly more boys than girls would like more information on safer sex (40% ♂, 31%
♀) and STIs (29% ♂, 24% ♀). Additionally, a greater proportion of young people in lower
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school years (7-11) say that would benefit from this, compared with those older students
in Years 12 and 13.


Three quarters of young people claim they do know where to get information, support,
and advice on sex and relationships, however 38% say they would choose not to go and
ask. Girls are more likely to hold back from asking for information of this nature, as are
students who report having been bullied.

Risky behaviours


The majority of young people claim to be non-smokers of either cigarettes/roll ups, shisha
or e-cigarettes/e-shisha. Around 1 in 5 claim to smoke something, the highest uptake
being shisha (21%), with e-cigarettes/e-shisha (17%) and cigarettes/roll ups (18%) slightly
lower.



Those claiming to be smokers tend to be boys, most likely to be found in Year 10. For those
who are smoking shisha or e-cigarettes/e-shisha, there is a greater likelihood that these
will be Muslim and of Pakistani/Bangladeshi origin.



Overall, 24% of young people surveyed claim to have had a proper alcoholic drink, either
with or without knowledge of or permission for this from their parent/carer. A greater
number of young people claim to have drunk alcohol with permission/knowledge of
parents/carers (30%) compared with those who did not seek permission/knowledge
(17%).



Those claiming to be drinkers of alcohol are evenly balanced in terms of gender, but have
a higher likelihood of being in Year 10 or Year 12, of white origin and of Christian or no
stated religion.



Young people who said that they had tried an alcohol drink before were asked to type in
the age at which they first started drinking alcohol. This was only asked of those who said
that they had tried/drunk alcohol before. 645 survey participants typed an answer here
and the average age is age typed in is 12.



The majority of young people say they have not been offered nor have taken illegal
drugs or legal highs. Just 11% claim that they have.



Of the 11% who say they have been offered or have taken illegal drugs, this is significantly
higher amongst boys and those in older Year groups at school. It is also higher amongst
those who claim to engage with other risky behaviours such as smoking or drinking
alcohol.



Just 22 young people (less than 1% of survey participants) claim to have taken other illegal
drugs such as Poppers, Cocaine, Ecstasy and Heroin. There is no difference seen in terms
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of gender, with those who claim usage of these harder drugs evenly split between boys
and girls.

Treating people fairly and with respect


Young people were asked whether they have ever been discriminated against or treated
unfairly because of their personal profile. The largest proportion (42%) claim they have
never been discriminated against or treated unfairly.



Those who feel they have been treated unfairly or discriminated against, the most
common reason is because of people’s appearance. Significantly more girls feel they
have been discriminated against or treated unfairly because of their appearance
compared with boys (32% ♀, 21% ♂).



Two thirds of young people report to have been victim of some form of bullying (66%).
Over one third of young people (34%) claim they have experienced verbal bullying.
27% claim they have had rumours/stories spread about them.



The majority of young people (81%) claim they are not affected by a disability.

Seeking information and advice


Considering areas of information that young people say they would like to more access to,
sex and relationships is the most favoured (36%), followed by street safety (29%) and
drugs (24%).



Just one quarter of young people claim not to need or want information on any topic
areas.



The majority of those interviewed (90%) claim to have internet access at home, which can
be utilised for seeking information/advice.
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2.2

Your local area, community spirit and helping out

Young people were asked which things they perceive to be the most important elements in
making somewhere a good place to live, and what things needs improving the most. This is
displayed in a quadrant highlighting importance versus need for improvement in fig 4.
Young people claim that clean streets are one of the most important factors in making somewhere
a good place to live (59% claim this as most important) however they also see this as the area that
needs the most improvement (64% claim clean streets need improving). This is also reflected in
verbatim comments, as many spontaneously cite the need and desire for cleaner streets. Low
level of crime and job opportunities also fall into this top right quadrant of ‘most important but
most improvement needed’.
Good schools/colleges and health services are seen as important but young people feel these
need little improvement. Many factors fall into the ‘least important and little improvement’
needed quadrant including:








Community spirit
Cultural facilities
Community activities
Public transport
Parks and natural spaces
Shopping facilities
Activities for you to get involved in

This indicates that these areas are lower on the priority list for young people, and are not the
things that would have as greater impact if improvement initiatives were put in place.
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Fig 4. Local area importance versus areas for improvement (Q2. What things would you say are MOST IMPORTANT
in making somewhere a good place to live? Q3. And what things do you think most NEED IMPROVING?)

Base: 3205-3246

Significantly more girls claim that good schools and colleges are important in making somewhere
a good place to live compared with boys (63% ♀, 55% ♂). These young people are also those who
have significantly higher aspirations to go to university.

2.2.1

Happiness with local area

When asked how happy or unhappy young people are with their local area as a place to live, the
biggest proportion (48%) claim they are ‘OK’ with their local area. 28% are happy and a further
8% are very happy with their local area. However, 9% claim they are unhappy and a further 7%
are very unhappy with their local area.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
October 2014

15

Research by Design Ltd

Fig 5. Happiness with local area (Q4. Overall, how happy or unhappy are you with your local area as a place to live?)

Base: 3187

Significantly more boys are very happy with their local area compared with girls, although both
groups represent a small proportion (10% ♂, 7% ♀). In terms of year group, significantly more
young people in Years 7 and 8 (12%) are very happy with their local area compared with those in
Years 9 to 11 (5%) and Years 12 and 13 (4%). These young people are also those who claim to feel
significantly…




Safer outside in their local area during the day and after dark
Safer in Walsall town centre after dark
And those who have been involved in summer activities in the local area

Those young people who are unhappy or very unhappy are those that claim they are significantly
more likely to feel…



Unsafe outside in their local area during the day
Unsafe in Walsall town centre during the day
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When asked to type in what young people think about living and or going to school in Walsall,
attitudes polarise. 3130 people typed something in for this question, some speak very positively,
while some are much more negative.
“For me going to school in Walsall is a bit of a
hassle as I have to contend with poor public
transport, this results in far too many ‘lates’
and non-attendances for me in form time.”

“It’s alright I suppose. Sometimes
it’s rough where I live.”

“It doesn't have many
community centres or leisure
centres for the youth.”

“It’s alright. We have all
the local shops and that
but it’s kind of dirty.”

.

“Fun because everyone is
friendly and Walsall is a
good place.”

“I enjoy living in Walsall
but it could be improved,
by making things better
or adding entirely new
things.”

“Ok, depends on area of
Walsall you go to. Some
areas ok others rough
and try to avoid.”

“Living in Walsall is a
horrible place to be as
the streets are never
clean and there is a
high level of crime.”

.

Living in Walsall is nice, as the
area of Walsall that I live in is a
clean and looked after area.”

My area that I live in is
nice, it is very clean.”
“I like my school but I don’t like the
level of crime and threats you have off
people in the streets.”
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Young people were asked whether they feel there are enough things for young people to do in
their local area. Just under half (46%) do not feel there is enough things for young people to do in
their local area. 13% claim there are and 30% claim there are enough things to do but they need
improving. 12% of young people are unsure.
Fig 6. Local area (Q8. Overall do you feel there are enough things for young people to do in your local area?)

Base: 3063

Significantly more boys claim there are enough things for young people to do in their local area
compared with girls (16% ♂, 11% ♀). These young people are those who also feel significantly
happier with their local area overall.
Those young people who do not feel there are enough things for young people to do in their local
area are significantly unhappier with their local area, suggesting a link between the two factors.

2.2.2

Relationships with adults

Young people were asked to rate their perception of relationships between adults (non-family)
and young people in their local area, which yields a mixed response. Over one third (34%) of young
people rate relationships between adults and young people as good or very good. 37% of young
people sit in the middle, rating these relationships as ‘Ok’. 24% rate relationships between adults
and young people as poor or very poor. 6% of young people claim they don’t know.
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Fig 7. Local area (Q9. How would you rate the relationship between adults (other than your family) and young people
in your local area?)

Base: 3054

Significantly more boys rate the relationships between adults and young people in their local area
as very good compared with girls (12% ♂, 8% ♀). Perceptions of very good relationships are held
significantly higher amongst those in Years 7 and 8 (15%) compared with those in Years 9 to 11
(6%) and Years 12 and 13 (5%).

2.2.3

Making a difference in the local community

When asked whether they have done or would like to do something positive that makes a
difference in their local area, just under one fifth (19%) claim they have done something positive
to make a difference in their local area. Half of young people claim they have not done anything
but would like to do something and 32% of young people are not interested in doing anything like
this.
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Fig 8. Making a difference (Q10. Have you done, or would like to do something positive or good that makes a
difference in your local community e.g. by volunteering, helping out or something else?)

Base: 3037

Significantly more boys are not interested in doing anything in the local community to make a
difference compared with girls (38% ♂, 26% ♀). These young people are significantly more…




unhappy with their local area
do not aspire to go to university
engage in risky behaviours such as smoking cigarettes, shisha, and e-cigarettes/e-shisha
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Those who say that they have done to help out in the community were asked to type in what they
had done. 524 people typed something in and the answers illustrate a varied selection of pursuits.

“Charity work and fund
raising.”

“As I am in the scouts I
have fed the homeless,
helped the elderly and
set up fates for children.”

“I am a member of Pathfinders
scouting club where we go
and help to clean up some
places, take care of elderly
people etc.”

“My mum owns a charity shop
and I volunteer every couple of
days and donate things.”
“I raised money by
dancing with my local
dance school.”

“Every time I see litter I
pick it up off the ground
and put it in the bin.”

“Help with the local mosque
made it a better place for
people (even though it
already is).”

“Helped out at a local
scouting group to look
after the younger kids.”

“I volunteered as a
computer buddy at the
Walsall library.”

“I helped out in Asda to
help the young and old
pack their shopping bags.”

“I help at my local nursery to
help look after the children, on
a Tuesday night by
volunteering.”

“I have helped out at my
church and have done
race for life.”

“I am taking part in an extra-curricular program called Duke of
Edinburgh and I am helping out at my primary school by forming
an after school maths club to help with children’s learning.”
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2.2.4

Young carers

Young people were asked whether they regularly help to look after a relative who has a disability,
long term illness, mental health condition, or drug or alcohol problem. Over half of young people
(52%) do not regularly look after a relative, 30% claim that they do, and 18% prefer not to say.
Fig 9. Young carer (Q12. Do you regularly help look after a relative who has a disability, long term illness, mental
health condition, or drug or alcohol problem?)

Base: 3019

There are no significant gender differences to report between those who claim they are a young
carer and those who are not. Significantly more young people in Years 7 and 8 (35%) claim they
do look after a relative regularly compared with those in Years 9 to 11 (27%) and those in Years
12 and 13 (24%). These young people are significantly more likely to…




have had support from a social worker
say they frequently drink alcohol
claim they are always hungry due to a lack of food at home
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2.2.5

Frequency of caring for a relative

Those young people who claim to be a young carer (911 young
people in total) were asked how many hours a week they help look
after a relative who has a disability, long term illness, mental health
condition, or drug or alcohol problem.
One quarter of young people claim to spend between one and nine
hours a week looking after a relative. Between 5 and 8% look after
a relative for 10 to 50+ hours a week. 22% claim the hours they look
after a relative varies from week to week and
25% claim they don’t know. 8% of young people prefer not to say.

Fig 10. Hours spent caring (Q13. Roughly how many hours a week do you spend helping look after a relative who has
a disability, long term illness, mental health condition, or drug or alcohol problem?)

Base: 906

There are no significant demographic differences to report between the frequencies of those
young people who help look after a relative.

2.2.6

Public transport

Young people were asked how often they use public
transport. Over one quarter use public transport almost
every day (27%). One fifth claim to use public transport at
least once a week whilst 17% use public transport once a
month. 15% have used public transport with the last year or
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within the last six months. 8% claim longer ago and a further 8% claim they have never used public
transport.
Fig 11. Public transport (Q14. How often, if at all, do you use public transport (buses, trains, the Metro) in your local
area?)

Base: 3005

There are no significant demographic differences (gender, ethnicity and year group) to report on
use of public transport frequency.
When young people were asked their perceptions of local public transport, this receives a mixed
response. Just over one third (36%) claim public transport is good or very good. 40% of young
people are indifferent, claiming public transport in their local area is ‘Ok’, whilst 20% of young
people think public transport is poor or very poor. 4% of young people don’t know.
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Fig 12. Perceptions of public transport (Q15. Do you think public transport (buses, trains, the Metro) in your local
area is...?)

Base: 3002

Significantly more young people in Years 9 to 11 (14%) rate the public transport in their local area
as poor compared with those in Years 7 or 8 (9%). These young people tend to be those who are
also claiming they are unhappy with their local area generally and those who say they feel unsafe
outside in their local area during the day.
Of those young people who claim public transport in their local area is poor or very poor, a variety
of reasons are cited. Three in ten state ‘other passengers misbehaving’ and ‘don’t feel safe’ as
their reasons for this. 27% of young people claim public transport is dirty/smelly and 26% claim it
is too expensive. 21% claim public transport do not run at the times they need it.
Between 8 and 10% of young people think public transport in their local area is poor or very poor
because it does not run on the days they need it, it does not go where they need it to go, and
there is a lack of information regarding public transport.
9% of young people claim a different reason and 3% don’t know.
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Fig 13. Perceptions of public transport (Q16. Why do you think that public transport in your local area is poor/very
poor?)

Based on: Young people claiming public transport is poor or very poor

Base: 580

2.2.7

Transport to school

When young people were asked their mode of transport to school in the morning, just under half
(47%) claim they walk to school, which is the most favoured mode. Over three in ten young people
(31%) get to school by car. 18% use public transport, 2% cycle or use a taxi/coach/minibus and
1% claim to use a different mode of transport.
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Fig 14. Transport to school (Q17. How do you usually get to school in the morning?)

Base: 2991

Significantly more young people in Years 12 and 13 (56%) say they walk to school/sixth form
compared with those in Years 7 and 8 (44%).
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2.3

Crime and Safety

Young people were asked how safe they feel in a number of places. The majority of young people
(97%) feel safe at home. Nine in ten young people feel safe at school. When considering the wider
environment, over three quarters of young people feel safe outside in their local area during the
day and in Walsall town centre during the day. 39% feel safe outside in their local area after dark
and 27% feel safe in Walsall town centre after dark.
Fig 15. Safety (Q18a-Q18f. How safe or unsafe do you feel in the following places?)

Base: 2952-2955

There are no demographic differences (age and gender) to report for those who feel safe at home
or at school. However, significantly more boys feel very safe outside in their local area during the
day and after dark, and in Walsall town centre during the day and after dark compared with girls
(76% ♂, 47% ♀).
Those who feel very or fairly safe outside in their local area during the day also say that they are
significantly happier with their local area (90%) compared with those who claim they are unhappy
(59%).
Similarly, those who feel very or fairly safe outside in their local area after dark are significantly
happier with their local area (51% happy, 27% unhappy) indicating that the reassurance of feeling
safe has a positive halo on overall contentment with the local area.
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2.3.1

Profiling those who claim to feel unsafe at home

Those who say they feel unsafe at home demonstrate the following opinions, perceptions, and
attitudes in common, and these differ (significantly) from those who say they do feel safe at
home. Care must be taken though, as those who don’t feel safe in the home represent a small
group overall (69 at total level).
The following illustration shows the profile of those who are more likely to say that they feel
unsafe within the home. To be included within the profile, one characteristic has to be
significantly higher compared with the other(s) (for example boys versus girls).





















Very unhappy or happy with the local area
Feel very unsafe at school
Feel very unsafe in the local area after dark
Feel very unsafe in Walsall town centre, both during the day and after dark
Received no information on how to feel safe at home
Victim of crime in the last 12 months
More likely to have claimed to carry a weapon and cite reasons for this as being peer
pressure, on behalf of someone else, as a dare or for their image
Perceive relationships between adults and young people to be very poor
Aspire to take on an apprenticeship after finishing school
Feel that young people are perceived very negatively in the media
Perceive public transport to be too expensive
Strongly disagree the police treat young people with respect and dignity
Likely to be reluctant to take part in sport/activities due to the presence of bullies
Unlikely to be undertaking exercise on any day of the week
More likely to say they ‘always go to bed hungry’ and are ‘always hungry due to no food
in the home’
Think they have no one they could speak to about feelings or worries
Claim to have tried/smoke cigarettes/roll-ups/shisha
Claim to have drunk/drink alcohol
Claim to have been the victim of several types of bulling
Less likely to have internet access at home

There are no specific demographic differences, for example gender, age, Year group, ethnicity etc.
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Young people who say that they don’t feel safe at school were asked to type, in their own words,
why this is. 197 young people shared their views on what makes them feel unsafe within the
school environment, with common themes being fights (both in school and after the end of the
school day) and groups of other young people demonstrating intimating behaviour.
“There are a lot of disputes that
become violent and everyone is
either part of the wrong crowd
or just get angry all the time.”
“There's scary people and
lots of homework.”

“Because there are
lots of fights going
around after school.”

“Just a lot of people are involved in gangs
and beating people up makes people
popular - that’s why it always happens.”

“Teachers don’t help
with problems.”

“The area that my school
is situated in, I think
anyone can come in and
anything can happen.”

“Because the school is so old, the
plaster is falling off the walls, there
are holes in the roofs, and the
windows leak. I feel like the school is
just going to fall down on all of us.”

“It’s full of chavs and
idiots who mess around
and threaten people.”

“All the people they are smoking
and doing drugs....also the toilets
are very very very disgusting!!!.”

“The bullies”

“There lots of bullies and many people pick at me
and their lots of litter and lots of fights in our
school which happen for no reason just because
they said something stupid to one and another.”

“Because fights go on in the school
and you never know what people
are carrying around even though
you are not allowed anything that
can hurt someone like a weapon.”

“Too many bullies and the
buses are crammed with
misbehaving school kids.”
“We have quite a few
"flasher" problems.”

Young people who say that they don’t feel safe in their local area were asked to type, in their
own words, why this is. 1582 young people shared their views on what makes them feel unsafe
within their local area, and the themes mentioned most frequently include crime and violence,
plus adults/groups who hang around, sometimes under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

“A lot of hoodies and gangs
around my area with a lot of
crime.”
“There are loads of bad
people around the area.”

“Because of all the adults
that are drunk and the
adults who take drugs.”

“After dark is when all the weird
adults come out.”

“Anyone can be about and you never
know what can happen. There are
reckless drivers driving around the
streets at unsafe speeds.”

“After dark it just get scary because
there is always people hanging
around on street corners.”
“I am aware of some gang activities
around my area, and other crime
that goes on after dark.”

“I don't feel that comfortable around some of the people in my area.
Some of them appear to be quite threatening and it’s like they are going
to hurt me or do something to me.”

“Because there are lots of
“Because of suspicious looking people
drug
dealers and alcoholics
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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“Because there are druggies
and drunks and they could
attack.”

“Because you could get
kidnapped and there are a
lot of strangers around.
.”

“There are many youths and
young adults who often
appear intoxicated.”

“Drunk neighbours get the police often
involved. There is a pub nearby, there are
days people are drunk at night. Hooded men
walking around the area at night.”

“There are rough people
hanging about, making you feel
as if someone will get you.”

“Gangs, worries
about being
mugged.”

Finally, those who say that they don’t feel safe in Walsall town centre were asked to type, in their
own words, why this is. 1782 young people shared their views on what makes them feel unsafe
within Walsall town centre, and this tended to focus on the prevalence of gangs/groups of youths
which are perceived to be intimidating, people who have been drinking and the risk of crime.
“After its dark, there are a lot of
older people in groups who
hang around the town centre.”

“As there are many
tramps and people who
could do anything.”
.”

“Although I have not experienced
any violence myself, I have heard
rumours and bad things about it.”

“A lot of Walsall gangs meet up after dark because they have nothing to do.
They are intimidating to others who walk around the centre especially at dark
when you can't see clearly because the lights in the town are dim and few.”

“Because strangers be
around you they can do
anything mug you etc.”
.”

“After dark I would feel unsafe because there are pubs, nightclubs and so
there would be many drunk people and people who are under the influence of
something (i.e. drugs, alcohol) can become very violent, very quickly.”

“It is dirty and the crime level is high. Drugs are commonly found
such as needles on the floor. Walsall can become very dangerous at
night and it needs to be improved as soon as possible.”

“Because gangs are getting bigger
and tend to try and bully people
that are not in a big crowd.”

“There are many
crimes in Walsall.”

“Because I'll probably get
robbed. Also all the chavs
who carry knives.”

“Certain areas are quite
rough and you never
see any police around.”
.”
“Because some people down there take
drugs and are in big gangs and they
could easily take bags off you if you have
been shopping.”
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2.3.2

Safety Information

Young people were asked whether they have sourced any information or advice from anyone to
make them feel safer at home, at school, and out and about generally day or night. Over two
thirds of young people claim they have had advice on how to make themselves feel safe at home.
This falls to 52% for advice about school and 39% for advice about being safe out and about.
Fig 16. Safety information (Q22a-Q22c. Have you had any information or advice from anyone to make you feel safe
or feel safer in the following places?)

School

Home

Base: 2847

Out and about

Base: 2846

Base: 2848

Significantly more young people who have had advice about staying safe at home, feel very or
fairly safe at home. Similarly, those who have had advice about feeling safe at school, feel
significantly safer at school.
Table 2. Safety information for home and school versus feelings of safety at home and school (Q22a-Q22b. Have
you had any information or advice from anyone to make you feel safe or feel safer in the following places? And Q18aQ18b. How safe or unsafe do you feel in the following places?)

Home
% Yes received advice to
feel safe
Received advice to feel safe at
home
Received advice to feel safe at
school
Base:

School

Total

Feel Safe

Feel Unsafe

Feel Safe

Feel Unsafe

64%

65%

30%

65%

60%

52%

52%

38%

54%

24%

2847-2848

2754-2755

60

2586-2587

203

Significance tested at 95% or above across different subgroups. Green shading indicates
significantly higher figures
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Significantly more young people who have had information/advice to make them feel safe out
and about generally during the day and at night, feel very or fairly safe outside in their local area
and in Walsall town centre during the day and night compared with feeling unsafe. This indicates
that those seeking advice have gleaning positive benefits from this. See table 3.
Table 3. Safety information for out and about generally versus feelings of safety in local area and Walsall town
centre (Q22c. Have you had any information or advice from anyone to make you feel safe or feel safer in the following
places? And Q18c-Q18f. How safe or unsafe do you feel in the following places?)

Local
area
% Yes
Received advice to feel
safe out and about
generally day or night
Base:

Local
area

Walsall
town
centre

Walsall
town
centre

Total

Feel
Safe

Feel
Unsafe

Feel
Safe

Feel
Unsafe

Feel
Safe

Feel
Unsafe

Feel
Safe

Feel
Unsafe

39%

42%

28%

47%

35%

41%

32%

46%

37%

2846

2292

490

1135

1583

2215

530

780

1831

Significance tested at 95% or above across different subgroups. Green shading indicates
significantly higher figures

2.3.3

Safety information effectiveness

Those young people who have received information or advice to make them feel safer at home,
at school, and out and about generally, were asked whether this information has made them feel
safer, no different, or less safe.
The majority of young people claim they feel safer in school (62%) and at home (70%) since getting
information or advice to make them feel safer in these places. This suggests the information and
advice they have received has been helpful. This falls to 50% feeling safer out and about.
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Fig 17. Safety information (Q23a-Q23c. And how do you feel since getting information, advice or assistance to make
you feel safer in the following place(s)?)

Based on: Received information or advice
School

Home

Base: 1452

Base: 1797

Out and about

Base: 1107

Significantly more young people in Year 7 and 8 claim to feel safer at school (68%) compared with
those in Years 9 to 11 (55%) since getting information on safety at school. Similarly, significantly
more young people in Year 7 and 8 claim to feel safer at home (76%) compared with those in
Years 9 to 11 (65%) and those in Years 12 and 13 (57%) since getting information to make them
feel safer at home.
Of those who received information and advice to make them feel safer out and about, significantly
more young people in Year 7 and 8 claim to feel safer out and about (57%) compared with those
in Years 9 to 11 (47%) and those in Years 12 and 13 (30%). This highlights that the information
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and advice regarding safety has had more of a positive benefit effect on younger children
compared with older children.
Young people were asked what they feel would make them feel safe or safer when out in their
local area. 2584 shared their views on this, most cite examples such as greater provision of street
lighting and CCTV, increased police presence and cleaner streets. Others mention practical
initiatives they can undertake themselves, such as always being in a group and carrying a mobile
phone.

“A few more CCTV cameras and
some guards if seriously needed.
And a few more lamps.”

“A police patrol
more CCTV
cameras.”

“A calm and friendly area
where everyone treats each
other with equal respect.”

“Actually seeing policemen out on patrol because
compared to other places in the UK we don’t
have many policemen patrolling in Walsall.”

“A lot of police riding around or police stations to be open. Also lights
everywhere or community centres that are open so if you are walking
home and are in danger you can just run and tell someone in there.”

“Cleaner
streets and no
hoodies.”

“Community officers about and
about so if you need help or
protection it’s there.”

“A lot more CCTV or "Bobbies
on the beat" (Police on Patrol)”

“A lot more street lights and light
around the town so it’s visible to
see where people are.”

“Being with someone and not
having to walk alone in the dark
allies and streets.”

“Carry a phone all the time when
out and about and try and always
go somewhere with a friend.”

“Better lighting,
cleaner
streets.”
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2.3.5

Crime

Young people were asked whether they have been a victim of crime in the past 12 months. 10%
of young people claim to have been a victim of crime, a similar proportion (9%) prefer not to say,
and the majority (81%) claim to have not been a victim of crime in the last 12 months.
Fig 18. Victim of crime (Q25. In the last 12 months have you been the victim of a crime or crimes?)

Base: 2779

Significantly more boys claim to have been a victim of crime compared with girls (13% ♂, 8% ♀).
Those young people who are in Year 9, 10, or 11 (12%) are more likely to have been a victim of
crime compared with those in Year 7 or 8 (9%) highlighting that victims seem to be more prevent
in the older Year groups.
Those who claim to have been a victim of crime are also those who say they are significantly…




More unhappy with their local area
More likely to feel worried all of the time
Feel less safe in the following places: at home, at school, outside in their local area during
the day and Walsall town centre during the day

Looking into risky behaviours, the young people who claim to have been victims of crime are more
likely to be those who claim to be smoking cigarettes, shisha, and e-cigarettes and e-shisha.
Those who claimed to have been the victim of a crime were asked what crime(s) this was, and
265 young people typed something in. The most common themes are theft, burglary, assault and
verbal abuse.
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2.3.6

Reporting Crime

Those young people who claim to have been a victim of crime, were asked whether the crime had
been reported to the police. Just 50% said they (or someone on their behalf) reported the crime,
32% did not, 12% claim they don’t know and 6% prefer not to say.
Fig 19. Reporting of crime (Q27. Did you or someone on your behalf report the crime or crimes to the police?)

Based on: Victims of crime only

Base: 281
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When asked whether the local police treat young people fairly and with respect, the majority
(59%) strongly agree or agree with this. Almost one quarter (24%) disagree or disagree strongly
and 18% of don’t know.
Fig 20. Treatment of young people by local police (Q28. How much do you agree or disagree that the local police
treat young people fairly and with respect?)

Base: 2760

Significantly more boys strongly disagree the local police treat young people with fairly and with
respect compared with girls (11% ♂, 7% ♀). The young people who hold this more negative
perception of the police are also those who report being significantly unhappier with their local
area.
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2.3.7

Weapons

Young people were asked whether they had ever carried or considered carrying a weapon to harm
another individual. Just under three quarters (74%) stated they have never carried a weapon.
However, 14% claim they have considered carrying a weapon and a further 5% claim they have
carried a weapon. 6% prefer not to say.
Fig 21. Weapons (Q29. Have you ever considered carrying, or carried anything that could be used as a weapon to
harm someone on purpose or for your own protection?)

5%

6%
No

14%

Yes, considered it but haven't
Yes I have carried a weapon
Prefer not to say

74%
Base: 2748

2.3.8

Claimed to have carried a weapon

Of the 147 young people (5% of the total sample) who claim to have carried a weapon,
considerably more are boys than girls (9% ♂, 2% ♀). These young people are more likely to say
they are unhappy with the local area. Interestingly, these young people say they feel less safe at
school and home but significantly safer in Walsall town centre after dark, possibly because they
are carrying a weapon. These young people are also more likely to have missed lessons at school,
do not aspire to go to university and engage in risky behaviours such as smoking cigarettes, shisha
and e-cigarettes/e-shisha.

2.3.9

Claimed to have considered carrying a weapon

A total number of 394 young people say they have considered carrying a weapon but have not
done so already (14% of the total sample). There are no significant demographic differences to
report for those who claim to have considered carrying a weapon. These young people are those
who purport to feel significantly less safe outside in their local area during the day and after dark,
and in Walsall town centre during after dark. See table 4 below.
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Table 4. Weapons (Q29. Have you ever considered carrying, or carried anything that could be used as a weapon to
harm someone on purpose or for your own protection? And Q18c-Q18f. How safe or unsafe do you feel in the
following places?)

Local area

Considered carrying
a weapon
Base:

Local area

Walsall town
centre

Walsall town
centre

Total

Feel
Safe

Feel
Unsafe

Feel
Safe

Feel
Unsafe

Feel
Safe

Feel
Unsafe

Feel
Safe

Feel
Unsafe

14%

13%

21%

10%

18%

13%

18%

11%

16 %

2748

2214

473

1104

1519

2144

507

751

1769

Significance tested at 95% or above across different subgroups. Red shading indicates significantly
higher figures

Those young people who claim to have carried a weapon or have considered carrying a weapon
were asked their reasoning for this. The overriding majority (82%) claim protecting themselves is
the reason behind this. A similar proportion (between 5-7%) claim it is for someone else, for their
image, for a dare or peer pressure.
6% of young people claim they don’t know why and 7% prefer not to say.
Fig 22. Reason for carrying a weapon (Q30. Why did you consider it or why did you carry a weapon?)

Based on: Carried a weapon and considered carrying a weapon

Protection / self defence / personal safety
For someone else

82%
7%

Image

5%

As a dare

5%

Peer pressure

5%

Other

6%

Don't know

6%

Prefer not to say

7%

Base: 539
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Young people were asked if they understand what is meant by the term anti-social behaviour
(ASB). 2521 people typed something into here, many of whom understand that the term broadly
represents behaviours that are not acceptable to others and that has a negative impact on the
wider community.

“Behaviour that interferes with
other people's rights to use and
enjoy their home or community.”
“Acting against social conformities,
such as drinking in public, being loud
or intimidating to strangers etc.”
“A type of behaviour that lacks
consideration for others and may
cause damage to the society.”

“Acting in a way that
comes across as offensive
and can have a negative
impact on others. It is also
when you have a lack of
respect for others and a
blind respect for authority.
It is acting in a manner
that is deemed to be
unacceptable.”

“A behaviour that is against
the community.”

“About people perhaps
using graffiti or perhaps
ganging up on people, or
robbing shops or burgling
houses.”
.”
“Bad behaviour,
disrespecting other people,
robbing, stealing, etc.”

“ASB is where people can't
control themselves and do silly
stuff to hurt others because they
think they can get away with it. I
think it not just children or teens
that do it is the responsible ones,
the grown-ups that do it too.”

“A type of behaviour that is
not accepted?”
“A type of bullying or hurting
someone else’s feelings or
disturbance to others”
“Acting unacceptably, causing
trouble to the local area, violence,
crime, drug use, abusive behaviour.”
.”
“It is like when people go to the
pub and get drunk and start
causing problems for the local area
like starting fights and causing
distress to people within the area.”
“I think it is when people
behave badly and do lots of
bad things like smoking,
drinking, swearing, fighting and
generally messing around.”
.”
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2.3.10 Perceptions of crime in local area
Young people were asked how much of a problem they think a selection of typical
local/neighbourhood issues are in their local area. People using or dealing drugs is the issue most
endorsed as a ‘very big problem’; 38% of young people claim this. Similarly, 35% claim people
being drunk or rowdy in public places is a very big problem. Rubbish or litter lying around is the
issue young people see as most problematic overall with 65% claiming this is a very big or fairly
big problem in their local area.
Noisy neighbours is seen as the least problematic issue with over two thirds of young people (67%)
claiming this is not a big problem or not a problem at all in their local area.
Fig 23. Crime in local area (Q32a-Q32g. Thinking about your local area, how much of a problem do you think each
of the following are?)

Base: 2698-2702
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2.4

Your School

Young people were asked to rate statements about their school on a 3 point scale (agree, neither
agree nor disagree, and disagree). Three quarters of young people agree their school is giving
them useful skills and knowledge. 69% agree their teachers tell them how they are doing with
their work and 61% agree they are getting enough help at school with learning.
Just over half of young people agree they are happy to come to school (53%), other pupils often
disrupt lessons (52%) and they get enough help with making choices and decisions about their
future (51%). Less than half (45%) agree their school deals with all types of bullying very well and
37% agree their teachers make their lessons fun and interesting.
Fig 24. Perceptions of school (Q33a-Q33h. Read each statement below and tick the answer that most closely matches
how you feel)

Base: 2648-2653

Significantly more young people in Years 7 and 8 (78%) and Years 12 and 13 (85%) agree their
school is giving them useful skills and knowledge compared with those in Years 9 to 11 (70%).
Interestingly, those in Years 9 to 11 are significantly more likely to say they feel worried about
what to do after Year 11/their future, compared with the Year 7/8s and 12/13s, indicating that
anxiety over next steps could be resulting a higher scrutiny of lesson content.
Of the 45% of young people who agree their school deals with all types of bullying well,
significantly more boys than girls agree with this (48% ♂, 41% ♀). Unsurprisingly, significantly
more young people who claim they have not been bullied agree with this statement.
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2.4.1

Topics taught in school

When asked which additional topics they think should be taught in school, the most favoured
topic is ‘preparing and planning for your future after education’; 65% of young people claim they
would like this. 62% think finance and money management should be taught in school and 61%
think sex and relationships should be taught. Just over half of young people (52%) think cooking
and domestic skills should be taught at school.
Less than half think political education, sustainable living, cultural awareness, or getting involved
in the community should be taught in school.
Fig 25. Topics taught in school (Q34. Which of the following topics do you think should be taught in schools?)

Base: 2612

Significantly more girls compared with boys think cooking and domestic skills (57% ♀, 46% ♂) and
planning for you future (71% ♀, 58% ♂) should be taught at school. Of those who think preparing
and planning for your future after education should be taught in school, significantly more are in
Years 12 and 13 (72%) compared with those in Years 7 and 8 (59%). This is unsurprising
considering those in Years 12 and 13 should be currently planning for their future compared with
the younger children.
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2.4.2

Truancy

When asked whether they had missed any lessons on purpose without the knowledge of a parent
or carer, the majority (69%) claim they have not missed any lessons. 6% claim they have missed
one day or two or three days, 2% have missed four or five days, and 5% have missed more than
five days. A further 9% claim they don’t know whether they have missed any days of school in the
current year and 3% prefer not to say.
Fig 26. Truancy (Q35. In the current school year (since September 2012) how many days, if any, have you missed
lessons on purpose without the knowledge of your parent / carer?)

Base: 2594

There are no demographic differences to report of those young people who claim they have not
missed a day of school in the current year without the knowledge of a parent/carer. However,
these young people are significantly more likely to say that they …





Feel safe at home
Feel safe at school
Aspire to go to university
Are non-smokers

Although the numbers are small, significantly more boys than girls have missed five or more days
of school (7% ♂, 4% ♀). These young people are significantly more likely to say that they…








Feel unhappy with their local area
Feel unsafe at school
Feel unsafe at home
Have carried a weapon
Are smokers
Drink/have drunk alcohol
Are affected by a disability
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2.4.3

School activities

Young people were asked their opinion of the lunchtime and after school activities on offer at
their school. Over half (55%) think there is a good mix of activities, 29% do not think there is a
good mix of activities on offer, and a further 16% don’t know.
Fig 27. School activities (Q36. Do you think there is a good mix of lunchtime and after school activities on offer at
your school?)

Base: 2590

2.4.4. School activity participation
A mix of responses was recorded for the frequency of school activity participation. 30% of young
people claim they never take part in lunchtime or after school activities whilst 25% participate at
least once a week and 15% take part in activities almost every day. Smaller proportions (between
5 and 9%) take part in school activities about once a month or have done previously but not that
recently. 9% claim they don’t know how often they take part in lunchtime of after school activities.
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Fig 28. School activities participation frequency (Q37. How often do you take part in / attend lunchtime or after
school activities at your school?)

Base: 2581

Significantly more boys compared with girls take part in school activities almost every day (18%
♂, 13% ♀). Significantly more young people in Years 7 and 8 take part in activities at least once a
week (30%) compared with those in Years 9 to 11 (20%) and Years 12 and 13 (18%). One
hypothesis for this is that those who are younger have more time to take part in school activities
compared to those who are studying for their GCSEs and A-levels.
Of those that claim they never take part in school activities, there is no significant differences
between perceptions of activities available at their school (i.e. those who think there is a good
mix versus those who don’t). This suggests it is not the availability of activities that stops young
people participating in school activities but that there are other contributing factors.
Demographically, significantly more girls say they never take part in school activities compared
with boys (36% ♀, 23% ♂). Significantly more young people in Years 12 and 13 say they never take
part in school activities (42%) compared with those in Years 7 and 8 (22%). Non-participators in
school activities are also significantly more likely to be non-white (35%) compared with white
(25%). These young people are also significantly more likely to say they are…







Unhappy in their local area
Feeling unsafe at school
Did not take part in summer activities
Receive free school meals
Worried/anxious all of the time
Engaging in risky behaviours such as smoking
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2.4.5

Types of activities

Those young people who have taken part in school activities at lunchtime
or after school within the last six months were asked what kind of
activities these are. Two thirds of young people taking part in activities
are participating in sports, which is by far the most popular pursuit. Two
in ten young people are taking part in music (23%) or dance/drama/art
(20%) activities. One in ten young people take part in homework club and
computers. Fewer young people take part in cookery, school council, and
environment activities. 9% of young people claim to take part in other
activities.
Fig 29. School activities participation (Q38. What sort of lunchtime or after school activities do you take part in?)

Based on: Participation in lunchtime or after school activities within the last six months

Base: 1259

When asked what other activities
young people take part in during lunch
time or after school, 2054 entered
something, many specifying things
such as football, cricket, basketball or
dance. Many appear to have
overlooked or misread ‘cookery’, as
‘cooking’ is mentioned frequently.
Size of the word represents time mentioned
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2.5

Your Future

2.5.1

Careers advice

Young people were asked if they have ever received one to one careers advice from a range of
different sources. Over half of young people (54%) claim they have received such advice from a
parent or relative. 37% claim they have received advice from a teacher. 21% claim they have not
received any careers advice. 15% claim they have received advice from Connexions /Prospects.
5% claim they have received advice from Education Business Partnership and 3% from an
employer. 5% of young people claim they don’t know.
Fig 30. Careers advice (Q40. Have you ever received one to one careers advice from any of the following?)

Based on: Years 9,10,11,12 and 13 only

Base: 1437

Significantly more girls than boys say they have received careers advice from…



Parents or a relative (59% ♀, 49% ♂)
Connexions/Prospects (17% ♀, 12% ♂)

Those young people who have received advice from a teacher, Connexions/Prospects, or the
Education Business Partnership were asked to rate the advice received on a scale of 1 very
unhelpful to 5 very helpful.
Higher proportions of young people feel the advice they have received from these sources has
been helpful, rating either a 4 or 5 out of 5. However, 28% of young people rate the advice
received from Connexions/Prospects as unhelpful. Similarly 25% rate advice from EBP as unhelpful
and 24% rate advice from a teacher as unhelpful.
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Fig 31. Perceptions of careers advice (Q41a-Q41c. Please rate the careers advice you received…)

Based on: Received advice from a teacher, Connexions/Prospects, Education Business
Partnership

Base: 67-524

When asked what employment and careers advice or support would be most helpful, 58% of
young people claim general careers and job advice would be useful. Around half of young people
feel advice on job searching (51%) and CV writing (49%) would be useful. Over four in ten (46%)
young people would find interview techniques and practice and 43% advice on education courses
and training useful.
Fig 32. Useful employment and careers advice (Q42. What employment and careers advice or support would you
find most useful?)

Based on: Years 9,10,11,12 and 13 only

Base: 1427
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2.5.2

Future plans

Young people were asked to consider their future plans once leaving school.
When asked what they want to do after Year 11, the majority state that they are planning to stay
in education - either at sixth form or college. This was not asked of the youngest respondents,
those in Years 7 and 8.
Fig 33. After school plans (Q43. When you finish school (after year 11) what are you planning to do?)

Based on: Years 9,10,11,12 and 13 only

Base: 1418

Over six in ten young people claim they want to go to sixth form after Year 11 however this figure
does include young people in Years 12 and 13, who would already be at sixth form. Nevertheless,
for those students who are yet to reach this stage, those in Years 9, 10 and 11, the overall picture
is similar (60%).
A further 37% of young people claim that they want to go to college. Significantly more young
people in Years 9, 10, and 11 want to go to college compared with young people in Years 12 and
13. Again this is likely to be because those in Years 12 and 13 are already at sixth form.
Three in ten young people claim they plan to get a job after Year 11. Significantly more young
people in Years 9, 10, and 11 (33%) would like to get a job after Year 11 compared with those in
Years 12 and 13 (14%).
15% of young people would like to find an apprenticeship after Year 11. A significantly higher
proportion of boys would like to find an apprenticeship compared with girls (18% ♂, 11% ♀).
Interestingly, those who claim to smoke cigarettes/roll ups, e-cigarettes/e-shisha and those who
claim to drink alcohol are significantly more likely to want to do an apprenticeship versus those
who do not claim to partake in these activities.
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Smaller proportions of young people would like to do something different from education and
employment after Year 11 such as travelling, having a family, and volunteering. Just 6% of young
people don’t know what they want to do.
Young people were asked to think about their future aspirations and to type in what kind of job
they would like to do. Many shared their thoughts on this, with 2119 young people typing
something in. The most common future aspiration is to become a teacher, with careers such as
joining the police, becoming a doctor, lawyer, designer or footballer also coming out prominently.
Fig 34. Future job aspirations (Q44. What career or job do you want to do in the future? Please type in the job you
would like to do)

Size of the word represents the number of times mentioned in verbatim comments.
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2.5.3

University

All young people across Years 7 to 13 were asked whether they would like to go to university. The
majority of young people would like to go to university, 12% do not, and 19% of young people are
unsure.
Fig 35. University (Q45. Would you like to go to University?)

Base: 2503

A significantly higher number of girls would like to go to university compared with boys (75% ♀,
65% ♂). When looking across the Year groups, significantly more young people in Years 12 and 13
(83%) would like to go to university compared with young people in Years 7 and 8 (71%) and Years
9 to 11 (67%).
19% of young people are unsure if they want to go to university or not. This is significantly higher
amongst boys (16% ♀, 21% ♂) and for those in Years 7 to 11. The older students in Years 12 and
13 appear more decisive on this, probably due to greater access to information about career
progression and the route to university.

2.5.4

Barriers to university

Those young people who say they would not like to go to university were
asked why they don’t want to go.
Over half claim university is ‘not for them’ or they have never considered
it. Almost three in ten young people say they want to get a job instead
of going to university or would not like to go because of the tuition fees. One fifth of young people
claim their grades are not good enough or would not like to go to university because of the cost
of accommodation. 10% of young people who would not like to go to university say they are not
sure why they don’t want to go.
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Fig 36. Reasons for not going to university (Q46. Why don't you want to go to University?)

Based on: Would not like to go to university

Base: 292

There are no differences in demographics and attitudes to report for those who claim that
university is not for them or they have never considered it.
A small proportion of young people (10% of those answering this question, under 30 in total)
typed something into the ‘other’ box, and the main reason they cite here is the broader financial
implication of attending university.
“Because after you have got
your university degree you
then end up in thousands of
pounds worth of debt just
for one degree, it’s
pointless.”

“It would be too
expensive.”

“I am unable to receive
high loans due to my
household income, and I
have no intention to study
at degree level.”

“If I wanted to go to university I
would have to take out a
specific loan to be able to
afford it, but I don’t understand
because when were younger
were taught that getting into
debt is bad and that’s
something that I agree with.”

“Confused teens get
drawn into going to uni
for pride and to boost
getting a job, but they
don’t realise the amount
you spend on uni can be
used to start several
businesses and study
from home. But that’s
not for everybody and
I’m not everybody so I’m
not judging and I will go
about my business.”

“People get in debt
because university
costs too much.”
”
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2.5.5 Prevention from going to university
The young people who would like to go to university were asked if
anything will prevent or stop them going to university.
Almost half of young people (47%) cite their grades as the biggest
barrier to going to university. This is more prevalent in the older year
groups with significantly more young people in Years 12 and 13
claiming their grades will prevent them from going to university (61%
compared with 49% in Years 9 to 11 and 43% in Years 7 and 8). This indicates a greater awareness
of ability and grades amongst the older age groups. Those in Years 7 and 8 in particular will not
have experienced any formal high school examinations.
Financial constraints are a barrier for many. Over four in ten young people feel that tuition fees
will prevent them from going to university, which is a perception that is held strongest by girls.
Significantly more girls cite this compared with boys (45% ♀, 38% ♂). A further 26% claim the
accommodation/living costs will prevent them from going to university. Again, girls are more
likely to share concerns with this compared with boys, but only marginally more.
Only 11% of young people who would like to go to university are confident that nothing will
prevent them from going. A further 13% don’t know.
Fig 37. University prevention (Q47. Will anything prevent you or might stop you from going to University?)

Based on: Would like to go to university

Base: 1739
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2.6

Getting involved and having your say

Young people were asked whether they are involved in or give their views in
any of the following groups. The overriding majority (66%) are not involved
in any of these groups.
Just over one in ten young people are involved in youth clubs (15%) or school
council (14%). 4% are involved in area groups, other youth groups, or Youth
Opinions Unite. 3% are involved in or give their views via a local councillor.
Fig 38. Youth group involvement (Q48. Are you involved in or give your views via any of
the following ways?)

Base: 2479

Youth clubs seem to appeal most to boys, with significantly more boys claim to be involved with
youth clubs, versus girls (11% ♀, 19% ♂).
Significantly more girls claim they are involved with ‘none of these groups’ compared with boys
(71% ♀, 62% ♂). Additionally, involvement in any of these activities seems to deplete with age,
with significantly higher number of students in Years 9 – 13 claiming to be involved with ‘none of
these groups’, compared with youngest students in Years 7 and 8.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
October 2014

56

Research by Design Ltd

2.6.1
Young people’s views at school, in the
local area, and nationally
Young people were asked how much they think the
views of young people can make a difference to things
in their school, in their local area, and nationally.
Most young people (80%) think the views of young people
can make some or a lot of difference to things in their
school. This decreases to 69% for their local area and 58%
nationally.
Fig 39. Views of young people making a difference (Q49a~Q49c. How much do you think that the views of young
people can make a difference to things...?)

Base: 2473

Significantly more of those in Years 7 and 8 think the views of young people can make a lot of
difference in their school (41%), nationally (33%), and in their local area (32%) compared with
those in higher year groups. This shows that perceptions of young people’s views making a
difference in school, in the local area, and nationally decreases with age.
When asked whether they know where to voice their opinions, the majority of young people say
they do know where to voice their opinions in school (59%). This falls to under one third (28%) in
the local area and less than one fifth (19%) nationally.
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Fig 40. Voicing opinions (Q50a-Q50c. Do you know where to go or what to do to voice your opinion or get
something done about things that matter to you...?)

Base: 2458-2459

Boys seem to have a clearer idea of the mechanisms for getting themselves heard. Significantly
more boys compared with girls knowing where to go or what to do to voice their opinions in their
local area (31% ♂, 24% ♀) and nationally (22% ♂, 15% ♀).

2.6.2

Contributing to YOW and other organisations

Young people were asked how they would like to contribute to
groups like Youth of Walsall, UKYP and other similar organisations.
Over half of young people (55%) want to give their views through
school. Over three in ten young people (31%) would like to give
their views through questionnaires like this.
Just under one quarter (24%) would like to give their views via
social media. Over one in ten young people would like to give their views through parents, via
email, text message or through a youth club. Smaller proportions cite special events, groups like
YOW, or comment forms. 16% of young people claim they don’t know.
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Fig 41. Contributing to YOW (Q51. How do you want to give your views to groups like YOW (Youth of Walsall),
UKYP and other organisations?)

Base: 2249

Significantly more girls compared with boys say they would like to give their views through school
(58% ♀, 51% ♂). These young people are those who also say they are significantly more likely to
feel safe at school.
Significantly more girls compared with boys would like to give their views via a questionnaire (36%
♀, 27% ♂). Significantly more young people in Years 12 and 13 (40%) and Years 9 to 11 (34%)
would like to give their views via a questionnaire
compared those in Years 7 and 8 (27%).
The desire to share views via social
media increases significantly with age,
with those in Years 7 and 8 least likely
to utilise this as a means of
involvement.
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2.6.3

Media representation of young people

When asked about their perceptions of young people in the media, almost half (46%) claim to
think that young people are represented negatively or very negatively by the media. Just over
three in ten (35%) believe young people are represented positively or very positively in the media
and 19% don’t know.
Fig 42. Media representation of young people (Q52. How do you feel young people are represented in the media
(TV, radio, in newspapers etc)?)

Base: 2439

Of those 8% of young people who believe young people are represented very positively in the
media, significantly more are boys compared with girls (10% ♂, 6% ♀). Additionally, this positivity
seems to be more prevalent amongst the younger students, with significantly more young people
in Years 7 and 8 (12%) holding a very positive perception, compared with those in Years 9 to 11
(5%) and Year 12 and 13 (1%). This highlights that positive feelings of the representation of young
people in the media decreases with age.
Of those who perceive young people to be represented very negatively, significantly more are in
Years 12 and 13 (23%) and Years 9 to 11 (18%) compared with those in Years 7 and 8 (7%),
reinforcing the same pattern. These young people are also those who are significantly more
worried all of the time and who are engaging in risky behaviours such as smoking.

2.6.4

Politics

Young people were asked how much they think politics affects them as a young person.
Perceptions here are mixed with one fifth (20%) thinking politics affects them a lot, just under
two fifths (38%) thinking that politics affects them a bit, whilst 23% claiming they are not at all
affected by politics. 19% claim they don’t know.
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Fig 43. Politics (Q53. How much do you think politics affects you as a young person?)

Base: 2429

Significantly more boys claim that politics affects them a lot as a young person compared with
girls (23% ♂, 18% ♀). These youngsters who believe that politics affects them tend to be those
who also claim they plan to vote in local and national elections when they are 18.
By comparison, of those 23% who claim politics does not affect them at all as a young person,
significantly more of these are not planning to vote when they are 18.
When asked whether they think young people are given enough information on politics, just over
half of young people (55%) claim young people are not given enough information on politics. Just
10% young people claim they are given enough information on politics. 21% of young people are
unsure and 14% of young people claim they are not interested.

Fig 44. Politics information (Q54. Do you think young people are given enough information on politics?)

Base: 2429
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Significantly more boys believe young people are given enough information on politics, compared
with girls. (13% ♂, 8% ♀).
Of those who claim young people are not given enough information on politics, significantly more
are in Years 12 and 13 (74%) compared with Years 9 to 11 (60%) and Year 7 and 8 (47%). However,
these young people are significantly more likely to claim they plan to vote when they are 18,
probably because they are of an age when this is more accessible to them.

2.6.5

Voting

Young people were asked whether or not they plan to vote in national and local elections when
they are 18. Almost half of young people (48%) plan to vote when they are 18, 20% do not plan
to vote, and 32% claim they don’t know whether they will vote or not.
Fig 45. Vote in national elections (Q55. Do you plan to vote in national and local elections when you are 18?)

Base: 2429

Significantly more young people in Years 12 and 13 (63%) are planning to vote compared with
those in Years 9 to 11 (48%) and Year 7 or 8 (45%). One hypothesis for this is that those in Years
12 or 13 are closer to the voting age or are already 18 and may have already voted.
There are no differences in terms of gender and Year group of those young people who claim they
are not planning to vote. However, these young people are significantly more likely to be those
who…








Are unhappy with their local area
Feel unsafe at school
Do not aspire to go to university
Receive free school meals
Claim to smoke cigarettes/roll ups
Claim to drink or have drunk alcohol
Adhere to no specific religion
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2.7

Positive activities, exercise and health

2.7.1

Activities outside of school

Young people were asked which activities they
currently participate in outside of school, and
which they have an interest in pursuing. The most popular sport that young people say they are
currently participating in is sport with friends, for example football in the park, with 45% claiming
they engage with this already. Similarly, 42% claim to jog/run/walk in their spare time. Conversely,
just one in ten young people are currently involved in water sports and motor sports, which is
likely to be attributable to the more challenging access to activities such as these.
Young people are most likely to claim they would like to take part in charity work/volunteering
(38% interested in this). Uniformed groups such as Scouts and Guides is the activity almost three
quarters of young people (72%) are not interested in being involved with, followed by naturebased activities such as park/gardening/environmental group, with 68% expressing disinterest in
this.
Fig 46. Activities outside of school (Q56a-Q56n.Outside of school do you currently do the following activities in your
spare time, or would you be interested in doing it?)

Base: 2393-2406
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Of those young people who currently take part in sport with friends outside of school, significantly
more of these are boys (63% ♂, 29% ♀). There are no significant differences between Year groups,
suggesting taking part in sport with friends remains consistent with age. Those who are engaging
in jogging demonstrate a similar profile, with significantly greater uptake amongst boys (48% ♂,
37% ♀), and no different across Year groups.
Significantly more of these young people who are engaging with sport with friends say that also
took part in additional summer activities; 55% compared with 38% who did not take part in
summer activities, indicating a more enthusiastic approach to exercise.

2.7.1a Barriers to participation in extra curricular actitivies
When young people were asked what puts them off taking part in activities outside of school,
most claim that they have no one to go with (30%). Over one quarter claim they don’t know where
to go or are too busy to take part (27% and 26% respectively). 23% of young people claim they
lack confidence or are embarrassed; which is a perception held significantly more amongst girls
compared with boys (33% ♀, 12% ♂).
Significantly more young people in Years 12 and 13 (30%) and Years 9,10, and 11 (26%) lack
confidence compared with those in Years 7 and 8 (18%) suggesting that confidence could
decrease with age.
Just 9% young people claim there is nothing that prevents them taking part in activities and 7%
state that they are not allowed.
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Fig 47. Barriers to taking part in activities outside of school (Q59. Do any of the following put you off or stop you
from taking part in organised sport, exercise or physical activities in your spare time?)

Base: 2341

2.7.2

Summer activities

Young people were asked whether they had taken part in any summer activities that were
specially organised for children and youngsters. 50% claim that they did not take part in any
summer activities, 37% say they did take part in activities over the summer, and 13% are unsure.
Fig 48. Summer activities (Q60. Did you take part in or attend any summer activities organised for children and young
people?)

Base: 2334
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Of those young people who did take part in a summer activity, significantly more are in Year 7
and 8 (45%) compared with Year 9, 10, and 11 (30%) and Year 12 and 13 (31%). Significantly more
young people who state that they are Christian (45%) took part in summer activities compared
with those who say thay are Muslim (31%), those who belong to another religion (28%), and those
who do not belong to any religion (38%). One hypothesis for this is that churches hold more
organised events for young people in the Christian faith over the summer.
Those young people who claimed not to have taken part in any organised activity over the the
summer were asked why they didn’t take part in any activities. The majority of young people
(44%) claimed that they didn’t know about any organised events over the summer.
Over one in ten young people claim summer activities are ‘not their thing’, or they were busy
doing other things, they were not interested in any other activities, they were on holiday with
with friends or family, or they had no one to go with. 16% of young people could not give a clear
reason as to why they had not taken part in or attended a summer activity organised for children
and young people.
Fig 49. Summer activities non-participation (Q61. Why didn't you take part in or attend a summer activity organised
for children and young people?)

Based on: Did not take part in summer activities

Base: 1115

The young people who did attend a summer activity (37% of people) were asked how they felt
they had benefitted from attending the activity. The response to this is very positive, with
overriding majority (83%) stating they had fun. Over four in ten (45%) claim the activity got them
out of the house and gave them something to do.
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Fig 50. Summer activities participation (Q62. In which of the following ways did you feel you benefited from taking
part in the summer activity / activities?)

Based on: Did take part in summer activities

Base: 835

2.7.3

Exercise frequency

When asked how many days of the week are spent exercising for at least one
hour, similar proportions of young people claim they exercise between one and
seven days a week (ranging between 10% to 16% for the most).
Exercising for over an hour seven days a week is the frequency selected most
by young people (16%); significantly more boys than girls claim this (20% ♂, 12%
♀). Similarly, 15% claim they exercise two days a week for at least an hour.
However, 8% of young people claim they do not exercise for at least one hour a week. Significantly
more young people in Year 12 and 13 (15%) exercise zero days a week compared with those in
Years 9 to 11 (8%) and Years 7 and 8 (6%). These young people are those who claim to be
significantly hungrier due to a lack of food at home and also say they go to bed feeling hungry.
They are also significantly more likely to engage in smoking. Interestingly, these are also the young
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people who say that they feel unsafe at home, at school and outside within the local area during
the day; and who say they feel worried or anxious ‘all of the time’.
Fig 51. Exercise frequency (Q63. On how many days of the week do you do exercise (cycle, run, play sport, swim etc)
for at least an hour, so that it that leaves you breathing slightly harder than normal?)

Base: 2313

Young people were asked how much time they spend sitting down on a typical Saturday. 1863
young people gave their estimate on this1, working out at an average of 6 hours.

2.7.4

Food Poverty

Young people were asked how often they eat something at
meal times throughout the day. Dinner/tea time is the meal
the majority of young people eat every day (79%). This falls to
59% claiming that they eat something at lunchtime every day
and just 49% who say they eat breakfast every day.
Across all three meals just 36% of young people claim to eat
something at breakfast time, lunchtime, and dinner/tea time every
day.

1

To mitigate the risk of spurious entries, the top 5% and bottom 5% of entries have been excluded from the average
calculation.
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Of those who claim to never eat something at meal times throughout the day, over one in ten
young people (11%) claim to never eat breakfast. This falls to 4% never eating anything at
lunchtime and 2% never eating at dinner/tea time.
Combining breakfast and lunchtime, 2% of young people never eat something at both these times.
Fig 52. Meal times (Q65a-Q65c. How often do you eat something at…(a) breakfast (b) lunchtime (c) dinner/tea time?)

Base: 2290-2291

2.7.4a Breakfast time
Young people claim to eat breakfast less frequently than the other key
meals of the day. Significantly less girls eat breakfast everyday
compared with boys (40% ♀, 58% ♂).
Eating something at breakfast time everyday decreases with age, with
significantly more young people in Years 7 and 8 (55%) eating
breakfast everyday compared with those in Year 9, 10, and 11 (44%) and Year 12 and 13 (40%).
Significantly more girls claim they never eat breakfast compared with boys (14% ♀, 8% ♂).
Significantly more young people in Years 9 to 11 (14%) claim to never eat breakfast compared
with those in Year 7 and 8 (8%). Those who never eat breakfast are significantly more likely to be
those who say they receive free school meals.
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2.7.4b Lunchtime
At lunchtime, almost one in six young people (59%) eat something
every day, which is 10% points higher than the claimed consumption
of a daily breakfast. Significantly less girls claim to eat lunch everyday
compared with boys (55% ♀, 63% ♂).
Significantly more young people in Years 7 and 8 (64%) say they eat
lunch everyday compared with those in Year 9, 10, and 11 (56%), indicating that as seen with
breakfast, eating something at lunch time everyday also decreases with age.

2.7.4c Dinner/tea time
Dinner/tea is the meal that young people say they most frequently consume.
There are no significant differences in terms of demographics (age, gender
etc) at this meal time.
Those who do not eat something at dinner/tea time every day (471 young
people) tend to be those that do not feel safe at home (40% for those who
say they feel unsafe compared with 20% say they who feel safe). A very small
proportion of young people (2%) claim they never eat something at dinner
time; rising to 14% amongst those who say they feel unsafe at home.

2.7.5

Hunger

Survey participants were asked if they ever feel hungry due to a lack of food being available at
home, and the majority state that they are not.
A very small proportion, 5%, claim they are always hungry because there is not enough food
available at home, while a further 4% claim the often are. 16% state that they are sometimes
hungry as a result of a lack of food at home, while the majority of young people (73%) are never
hungry because there is not enough food available at home.
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Fig 53. Availability of food (Q66. Are you ever hungry because there is not enough food available at home?)

Base: 2278

Those who claim to never be hungry at home due to lack of food are most likely to be girls (76%
♀, 67% ♂).
Young people were asked how often they go to bed feeling hungry. Again, the majority (72%)
state they never go to bed feeling hungry, almost one fifth (19%) claim they go to bed feeling
hungry some days whilst 3% claim most days. A further 3% claim they go to bed feeling hungry
every day.
Fig 54. Going to bed hungry (Q67. How often, if at all, do you go to bed feeling hungry?)

Base: 2275

Of those young people that claim to go to bed every day feeling hungry, significantly more of this
group are boys compared with girls, although the overall figure for both is very low (4% ♂, 2% ♀).
The young people who say they are often and always hungry are those who also say there is a
lack of food at home.
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Fig 55. Going to bed hungry versus food availability at home (Q66. Are you ever hungry because there is not enough
food available at home? Q67. How often, if at all, do you go to bed feeling hungry?)

Additionally, these young people who claim to go to bed hungry every day (3% of respondents)
are also more likely to be those who say they are engaging in risky behaviours i.e. they are more
likely to smoke cigarettes and shisha frequently (13%) and consume alcohol frequently (17%)
versus those who do not participate in these pursuits.
Overall, 14% of young people claim they are hungry because there is a lack of food available at
home sometimes, often, or always and go to bed hungry some days, most days or every day.

2.7.6

Free school meals

When asked whether or not they receive free school meals, the majority of young people (76%)
claim they do not receive free school meals, with around one fifth (22%) claiming they do. A small
proportion (2%) prefer not to say.
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Fig 56. Free school meals (Q68. Do you have free school meals?)

Base: 2271

There are no significant gender differences to report between girls and boys, or year group when
looking at those who receive free school meals. However, significantly more young people who
are Muslim (30%) say they receive free school meals compared with those who are of other
religions. By comparison, 17% of those who state they are Christian, 19% of those who state no
religion and 16% of all other religions combined.

2.7.7

Fruit and vegetables
Most young people (40%) claim to have had two or three portions
of fruit and vegetables the day prior to taking this survey. Over one
in ten young people (12%) had no fruit or vegetables whilst 7% are
at the other extreme and claim they have had five or more portions.
Significantly more boys claim to have had five or more portions of
fruit or vegetables compared with girls (9% ♂, 6% ♀).

Just 14% of young people are meeting the national recommendation of ‘5 a day’ fruit and
vegetable portions.
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Fig 57. Fruit and vegetable consumption (Q69. How many portions of fruit and vegetables did you eat yesterday?)

Base: 2262
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2.8

Your feelings and well-being

Young people were asked how they feel about their life and to rate the following ‘well-being’
statements on a 5 point scale from strongly agree to strongly disagree:






My life is going well
My life is just right
I wish I had a different kind of life
I have a good life
I have what I want in life

The statement most positively endorsed by young people is ‘I have a good life’; 79% agree or
strongly agree. Similarly, 78% of young people strongly agree or agree with ‘my life is going well’
and 71% agree or strongly agree with ‘my life is just right’. Just 2% of young people strongly
disagree with each of these statements. Just under two thirds (64%) agree or strongly agree with
‘I have what I want in life’.
The statement “I wish I had a different life” is the only negative statement, and 51% of young
people disagree/strongly disagree with this (which represents positive feeling). However, 27% of
young people do agree or strongly agree that they wish they had a different kind of life.

Fig 58. Well-being (Q70a-Q70e. Please say how much you agree or disagree with each of the sentences below?)

Base: 2247-2248
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Boys appear to perceive their well-being more favourably than girls, which is highlighted by
significantly more boys strongly agreeing with the following statements:


My life is going well (44% ♂, 35% ♀);



My life is just right (38% ♂, 32% ♀);



I have a good life (45% ♂, 39% ♀).

Across each of the statements, with the exception of ‘I wish I had a different kind of life’,
significantly more young people in Years 7 and 8 strongly agree with the statements compared
with young people in Years 9 to 13. This suggests perceptions of positive well-being decrease with
age.
Those who strongly agree with the statement ‘I wish I had a different kind of life’ are those young
people who feel significantly more…





2.8.1

Unsafe at school
Unsafe at home
Always or often hungry due to a lack of food available at home
Go to bed feeling hungry every day or most days

Well-being score

Using the method outlined in table 5, an average well-being score has been calculated from 2213
young people. The average well-being score for Walsall is 14.

Table 5. Well-being score calculation (Q70a-Q70e. Please say how much you agree or disagree with each of the
sentences below?)
How much do you agree or
disagree with…

0–
strongly
disagree

1Disagree

2–
Neither
agree nor
disagree

3Agree

4 – Strongly
disagree

Well-being
score




My life is going well
My life is just right
I wish I had a different kind of
life*
I have a good life
I have what I want in life



2

The scale produces a total life satisfaction score in the
range from 0 to 20
*scores inverted



6

8

2+6+8=16
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Fig 59. Shows the overall well-being score (out of 20) for Walsall. Highlighted is the average score
of 14. A score of 16 is the most frequent well-being score with 12% of the sample scoring this.
Fig 59. Well-being score calculation (Q70a-Q70e. Please say how much you agree or disagree with each of the
sentences below?)

Walsall average = 14 (highlighted in chart)

2.8.2

Base: 2213 (excluding those who answered
‘prefer not to say’)

Worries

When provided with a list of issues/worries, young people were asked which, if any, are worrying
them at the moment. School/homework/exams is the issue worrying most young people (48%).
36% are worried about what to do after Year 11/their future and 28% are worried their
appearance or their weight.
The risky behaviours of smoking, drinking alcohol, and taking drugs are worrying between 5 and
7% of young people.
15% of young people claim nothing is worrying them at the moment.
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Fig 60. Worries (Q71. Are any of these issues worrying you at the moment?)

Base: 2235

Significantly more girls are worried about the following issues compared with boys:










School work / homework / exams
Being healthy
Weight
Appearance
Relationships / girlfriends / boyfriends
Feelings and emotions
What to do after Year 11 / my future
Friendships
Parents / carers or family

This highlights an overall pattern of greater levels of concern/worry in girls compared with boys.
Unsurprisingly, significantly more boys claim nothing is worrying them compared with girls (19%
♂, 11% ♀).
When asked whether they have someone they can talk to about their worries should they need
to, the majority of young people (64%) claim that they do. 18% claim they do not have anyone to
talk to about these worries, 14% are unsure, and 5% prefer not to say.
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Fig 61. Talking over worries (Q72. Is there someone you can talk to about your worries should you need to?)

Base: 2229

Significantly more boys compared with girls claim they have no one to talk to about their worries
(21% ♂, 15% ♀). However, this could be due to the fact that boys say they do not worry as much
as girls and claim they don’t need to talk to anyone. The young people who say they have no one
to talk to about their worries (should they need to), are those who also tend to feel unsafe at
home and school.
There are no demographic differences to report in terms of age and Year group for those that do
have someone to talk to about their worries. These young people tend to be those who claim to
have good relationships with adults and those who feel safe at home and school.

2.8.3

Frequency of worries

When young people were asked whether they have worries or feelings that affect or interfere
with their everyday life, responses polarise. A similar proportion claim they never feel like this
(44%) to those who occasionally feel their worries interfere with their everyday life (41%). Just 7%
claim they feel so worried all of the time and 9% prefer not to say.
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Fig 62. Worries affecting everyday life (Q73. Do you ever feel so worried / anxious or have difficult feelings to the
extent that they are seriously affecting or interfering with your everyday life?)

Base: 2221

Of those 7% (155 young people in total) who claim they feel worried all the time and it will not go
away, this is significantly higher amongst girls compared with boys (9% ♀, 5%♂). These young
people also tend to be those who are unhappy with their local area, have poorer relationships
with adults, feel unsafe at school and at home, have considered carrying a weapon, and smoke
cigarettes and shisha.

2.8.4

Information preference

Young people were asked where they would prefer to get help and advice on feelings and worries.
A family member is the most endorsed source to seek information from on feelings and worries
(52%) followed by a friend (33%). One fifth of young people would prefer to get information at
school. 7% claim they would prefer to not use any of these to get information on feelings and
worries and 10% don’t know.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
October 2014

80

Research by Design Ltd

Fig 63. Feelings or worries information sources (Q76c. From where would you prefer to get help or advice feelings
or worries?)

Base: 2184
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2.9

Relationships and sex

2.9.1

Information required
Young people were asked what they would like more information on with
regards to relationships and sex. Over one third of young people claim they
would like more information on safe sex or healthy relationships (36% and
34% respectively).
Similar proportions of young people would like more information on
feelings and emotions, parenting, sexually transmitted infections, or
growing up/puberty (25-28%). Smaller proportions would like more
information on family planning/contraception (21%) and sexuality (18%).

Just under one third (32%) of young people claim they do not want more
information on any of these topics.
Fig 64. Relationships and sex information (Q74. Which of the following topics, if any, would you like more
information on?)

Base: 2209

Significantly more boys than girls would like more information on safer sex (40% ♂, 31% ♀) and
STIs (29% ♂, 24% ♀). Significantly more young people in Years 7 and 8 (38%) and Years 9 to 11
(36%) would like more information on safe sex compared with those in Years 12 and 13 (22%).
One hypothesis for this is that older children may have already gleaned this information.
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2.9.2

Information seeking

When asked whether they know where to get information, support, and advice on sex and
relationships from should they need it, three quarters of young people claim they do know where
to get it from. However, 38% of these claim they wouldn’t go and ask for this information.
Around one quarter (26%) of young people don’t know where to get this information from.
Fig 65. Locating relationships and sex information (Q75. Do you know where to get information, support and advice
on sex and relationships should you need it?)

Base: 2194

Significantly more boys than girls do not know where to get information, support, and advice
from regarding sex and relationships compared with girls (30% ♂, 22% ♀). Significantly more
young people who belong to the Muslim religion (29%) say they do not know where to get this
information, which is lower than Christians (22%) and those who do not associate themselves
with any religion (23%).
Of those young people who know where to get the information from but wouldn’t go/ask for it,
significantly more of this group are girls compared with boys (42% ♀, 33% ♂). These young people
are also significantly more likely to say they have been bullied, which is one hypothesis for their
lack of confidence to ask for information on sex and relationships.

2.9.3

Information preference

Young people were asked where they would favour to get help and advice on sex and
relationships from. A family member is the most preferred source to seek information from on
this topic (32%) followed by at school (29%). Almost a quarter of young people would prefer to
get information from friends (24%) and 15% would prefer to use the internet for this kind of
information.
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Fewer than 10% would use leaflets, a social worker, school nurse or helpline as a means of
accessing this type of information. 7% claim they would prefer to not use any of these to get
information on sex and relationships and 11% don’t know.
Fig 66. Relationships and sex information sources (Q76a. From where would you prefer to get help or advice on sex
and relationships?)

Base: 2185
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2.10

Smoking
Young people were asked whether they smoke or use or have ever smoked or used
a cigarette or roll up, shisha, and an e-cigarette or e-shisha.

The majority of young people, over seven in ten, state they do not or have never
smoked or used any of these. Very few decline to comment on this topic (4-5%).
Fig 67. Smoking (Q77.a-Q77.c Do you or have you ever smoked or used any of the following, even if it was only a puff
or two?)

Base: 2176

2.10.1 Young people who claim to smoke
21% of young people claim they do or have smoked shisha and just under one fifth claim they do
or have smoked cigarettes or roll ups and e-cigarettes or e-shisha (18% and 17% respectively).
Of those that do or have smoked, significantly more boys smoke or have smoked
shisha and e-cigarettes or e-shisha compared with girls (shisha = 24% ♂, 17% ♀ and
e-cigarettes/e-shisha = 22% ♂, 12% ♀). There are no differences between boys and
girls who have smoked cigarettes or roll ups.
Unsurprisingly, significantly more young people in Years 9 to 13 smoke or have smoked cigarettes
or roll ups, e-cigarettes or e-shisha, and shisha compared with young people in Years 7 and 8.
Interestingly there is very little overlap between those who claim to smoke all three of the options
given, only 9% claim to smoke all three, indicating quite similar levels of uptake of each of the
three types of smoking.
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Those young people who claim to smoke or have smoked in the past were asked how often they
do smoke.
Fig 68. Smoking Frequency (Q79.a-Q79.c How often do you smoke (a) cigarettes or roll ups (b) shisha (c) e-cigarettes
or e-shisha?)

Based on: Young people who claim to smoke/have smoked (around 1 in 5)

Base: 364-441

Of those young people who have smoked, the majority claim they have either stopped smoking
or only tried it once or twice. Cigarettes or roll ups are smoked on a more frequent basis; 19%
have smoked these every day compared with 11% smoking e-cigarettes every day and 10%
smoking shisha every day. Conversely, more young people have smoked e-cigarettes and shisha
longer ago compared with cigarettes or roll ups.
Those young people who do smoke were then asked if they want to stop smoking.
The majority (54%) state they have already stopped smoking. A further 18% claim
they want to stop smoking whereas 27% of young people who do smoke, do not
want to stop smoking.
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Fig 69. Stopping smoking (Q82. Do you want to stop smoking?)

Base: 342

Young people who said that they had smoked cigarettes/roll ups or shisha were asked to type in
their estimate of how many they smoke per week. 170 young people shared an estimate on their
smoking habits, working out at a weekly average of 282 cigarettes/roll ups. Shisha is used less
frequently, with 138 young people entering their estimated weekly use, producing an average of
151 per week.
Those who claim to smoke cigarettes/roll ups, shisha or e-cigarettes/e-shisha were asked to type
in the age at which they first started smoking. The results for each type is shown below in table
6:
Table 6. Age at which you first tried smoking (Q78. How old were you when you first tried the following, even if it
was only a puff?)

Estimated age1
Cigarettes/roll ups
Shisha (pipe or bottle)
E-cigarettes/e-shisha

11
12
12

Based on (Number of young
people who typed in an answer)
354
409
335

2.10.2 Profiling those who claim to smoke
The following illustration shows the profile of those who are more likely to say that they are
smokers. To be included within the profile, one characteristic has to be significantly higher
compared with the other(s) (for example boys versus girls).

2

To mitigate the risk of spurious entries, the top 5% and bottom 5% of entries have been excluded from the average
calculation.
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They also demonstrate opinions and perceptions in common, that are different from those held
by non-smokers. Smokers are tending to hold a more negative perception of the benefit of school
overall and to not regard their relationship with adults/teachers positively. This subgroup appears
to be less engaged compared with those who do not smoke.
Table 7. Smokers’ profile
Significant differences between those who claim to be smokers/non-smokers

Those who claim to smoke….

Cigarettes/Roll
ups

Shisha

E-Cigarettes/eshisha



























-



















Likely to regard relationships with adults as
poor/very poor
Less likely to volunteer in the community
More likely to claim to have been victims of
crime
More likely to say that they have carried or
considered carrying a weapon
….for ‘their image’
Regard noisy neighbours as a big problem
Regard people using or dealing drugs as a fairly
big problem
Regard drunk/rowdy people as a big problem
Believe that views of young people can make no
difference at school, local area or nationally
Believe young people are represented very
negatively in the media
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Perceptions of school life…
Disagree that school gives useful skills and
learning
Disagree that teachers make lessons fun and
interesting
Disagree that they get feedback from teachers
on progress
Disagree that school deals with bullying well
Disagree that they get enough help with learning
Disagree that they get enough help making
future choices/decisions
Disagree that they are happy to come to school
More likely to have truanted for 5 days or more
More likely to plan to take on an apprenticeship
after leaving school
Do not see themselves attending university
More likely to say lower frequency of eating
breakfast / lunch / evening meal
More likely to have free school meals
Higher likelihood of eating no fruit/vegetables on
the previous day
Greater level of concern regarding sex,
pregnancy, drugs, smoking and alcohol
More likely to have tried alcohol (with/without
permission/knowledge of adults/carers)
Greater likelihood of ever being offered or taken
illegal drugs and / or 'Legal Highs'





































-
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2.11

Alcohol

Young people were asked whether they have ever had an alcoholic drink, with or without
permission or knowledge of a parent or carer.
At an overall level, 24% of young people claim to have had a proper alcoholic drink, either with or
without knowledge of or permission for this from their parent/carer.
The majority of young people interviewed (79%) claim they have never had an alcoholic drink
without permission of a parent or carer. This falls to 66% with permission of a parent or carer.
One hypothesis for the high number of young people claiming they have never had an alcoholic
drink is that 31% of the sample state their religion as Muslim.
Of those young people who claim to have had an alcoholic drink, 17% of young people claim they
have had an alcoholic drink without the permission/knowledge of a parent or carer. This rises to
30% with permission of a parent or carer. A small proportion prefer not to say.
Fig 70. Alcohol consumption with and without parental/carer permission (Q83.a-Q83b. Have you ever had a proper
alcoholic drink (a whole drink, not just a sip) (a) without permission/knowledge of a parent or carer and (b) with
permission/knowledge of a parent or carer?)

Base: 2155
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Of those young people who claim to have had an alcoholic
drink, table 8. shows that significantly fewer young people
who are Muslim have had an alcoholic drink with or without
permission of a parent or carer.

Table 8. Alcohol consumption with and without parental/carer permission (Q83.a-Q83b. Have you ever had a
proper alcoholic drink (a whole drink, not just a sip) (a) without permission/knowledge of a parent or carer and (b)
with permission/knowledge of a parent or carer?)

Religion
Christian
Muslim

Total

None

Other

% Yes, I have had an alcoholic
drink
Without permission of a parent
of carer
With permission of a parent of
carer

17%

24%

20%

5%

26%

30%

49%

38%

4%

33%

Base:

2155

613

618

657

138

Significance tested at 95% or above across different subgroups. Red shading indicates significantly
lower figures

Change
There are no significant differences between boys and girls who claim to have had an alcoholic
drink with or without the permission of a parent of carer. Unsurprisingly, significantly more young
people in Years 9 to 13 (48%) have had an alcoholic drink with or without permission from a parent
or carer compared with young people in Years 9 to 11 (37%) and Years 7 and 8 (19%).

2.11.1 Frequency of alcohol consumption
Of those who said yes they have had an alcoholic drink without the permission of a parent or
carer, most state this was within the last month or longer ago.
A very small proportion of young people (6%) claim they drink an alcoholic drink every day.
There are a small number of young people who say ‘never’ here, which means there is slight
evidence of misattribution (those saying yes, when really they meant no).

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
October 2014

91

Research by Design Ltd

Fig 71. Frequency of alcohol consumption (Q85. How often do you have an alcoholic drink (a whole drink, not just a
sip), without permission / knowledge of a parent or carer?)

Based on: Claim to have had an alcoholic drink without permission

Base: 359

Of those young people who have had an alcoholic drink in the last four weeks, almost half (48%)
claim they have been drunk. Significantly more young people who have been drunk in the last
four weeks also claim to smoke or have smoked cigarettes/rollups or e-cigarettes/e-shisha.
Fig 72. Alcohol consumption within the last month (Q86. Have you been drunk in the last 4 weeks?)

Based on: Those claiming to have had an alcoholic drink without permission and claiming to
have had an alcoholic drink in past 4 weeks

Base: 194
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2.11.2 Purchase of alcohol
Those young people who claim to have had an alcoholic drink without the permission of a parent
or carer were asked where they get these alcoholic drinks from. Over three in ten say they are
given them by friends or siblings or get them from home. 28% get someone to buy the drinks for
them, whilst 13% claim they buy alcohol themselves from a shop or supermarket. This is
marginally higher amongst older year groups, although not significantly.
Fig 73. Alcohol consumption (Q87. Where do you get alcoholic drinks from, without permission / knowledge of a
parent or carer?)

Based on: Claim to have had an alcoholic drink without permission

Base: 358

Significantly more girls (39% ♀, 24% ♂) say that they have been given alcohol by friends or siblings,
or get someone else to buy it for them (36% ♀, 22% ♂) compared with boys.
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2.11.3 Age at which young people first tried alcohol
Young people who said that they had tried an alcohol drink before were asked to type in the age
at which they first started drinking alcohol. This was only asked of those who said that they had
tried/drunk alcohol before, 741 young people were asked to answer this and 645 survey
participants typed an answer here. The average age is age typed in is 123.
Fig 74. Alcohol consumption by age (Q84. How old were you when you had your first proper alcoholic drink?)

Base: 645

3

To mitigate the risk of spurious entries, the top 5% and bottom 5% of entries have been excluded from the average
calculation.
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2.11.4 Profiling those who claim to drink alcohol
The following illustration shows the profile of those who are more likely to say that they are
drinking alcohol, either with or without permission/knowledge of an adult/carer, versus those
who do not. To be included within the profile, one characteristic has to be significantly higher
compared with the other(s) (for example boys versus girls).

Table 9. Drinkers’ Profile
Significant differences between those who claim to be drinkers/non-drinkers
Key: * = also features on smokers’ profile

Those who claim to drink/have drunk before….
Feel there are not enough things for young people
to do in the local area
More frequent users of public transport
More likely to disagree that the local police treat
young people fairly and with respect
Disagree that school gives useful skills and
learning*
Disagree that they get feedback from teachers on
progress*
Disagree that they get enough help with learning*
Disagree that they are happy to come to school*

Likely to regard relationships with adults as
poor/very poor *
More likely to claim to have been victims of crime*
More likely to say that they have carried or
considered carrying a weapon*
Disagree that teachers make lessons fun and
interesting*
Disagree that school deals with bullying well*
Disagree that they get enough help with learning*
Disagree that they get enough help making future
choices/decisions*
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More likely to plan to take on an apprenticeship
after leaving school*
Do not see themselves attending university*
Believe young people are represented negatively /
very negatively in the media*
More likely to say lower frequency of eating
breakfast / lunch *
Greater level of concern regarding weight,
appearance, relationships (girlfriends/boyfriends),
feelings/emotions, sex, pregnancy, drugs, alcohol,
smoking, money/debt, friendships, crime/personal
safety
More likely to say they source alcohol from home

Less likely to plan to attend sixth form after leaving
school
Believe that views of young people can make no
difference at school, local area or nationally *
Say that lack of motivation stops them from
undertaking exercise/activities
More likely to have free school meals*
More likely to have smoked cigarettes/roll ups,
shisha, e-cigarettes/e-shisha

Greater likelihood of ever being offered or taken
illegal drugs and / or 'Legal Highs'*
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2.12

Drugs

Young people were asked a series of questions about illegal drugs.
11% of young people claim to have been offered or have taken illegal drugs. 81% state they have
not, 4% say they don’t know, whilst a further 4% prefer not to say.
Fig 75. Offered or have taken illegal drugs (Q88. Have you ever been offered or taken illegal drugs and / or 'Legal
Highs'?)

Base: 1800

Uptake and access to illegal drugs differs by gender. Significantly more boys claim to have been
offered or taken illegal drugs compared with girls (14% ♂, 9% ♀). Significantly more young people
in Years 9 to 13 (13% Years 9 to 11, 17% Years 12 to 13) have been offered or taken illegal drugs
compared with those in Years 7 and 8, (5%) indicating that prevalence of this rises with age.
Significantly more young people who have been offered or have taken illegal drugs, also claim to
smoke cigarettes, shisha, and e-cigarettes, and drink alcohol.
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Fig 76. Drug use (Q89a-89.d. In the last 12 months, how often have you taken or used any of the following drugs (a)
Cannabis (b) Glue, gas, aerosols or solvents (c) Legal Highs (d) Any other illegal drug?)

Based on: Claim to have been offered or have taken illegal drugs (11% of respondents)

Base: 196

Cannabis is claimed to be the most frequently used drug amongst young people who have been
offered or used/taken illegal drugs. Almost one quarter (23%) claim to have used cannabis three
or more times and a further 21% claim to have used it at least once in the past.
In the past 12 months, over eight in ten young people who claim to have been offered illegal
drugs, say they have never taken or used glue, gas, aerosols, or solvents and legal highs. This falls
to 79% for ‘any other illegal drug’ and just 45% for cannabis.

2.12.1a

Other illegal drugs

Just 22 young people (less than 1% of survey participants) claim to have taken other illegal drugs
such as Poppers, Cocaine, Ecstasy and Heroin. There is no difference seen in terms of gender, with
those who claim usage of these harder drugs evenly split between boys and girls.

2.12.1b

Reasons for using/taking illegal drugs

The majority of young people (68%) who claim to have taken/used illegal drugs decided to try it
to see what it was like. Over four in ten tried it for fun and over one third tried illegal drugs to get
high/feel good. Very few young people cite reasons such as boredom, personal image or dares
for their experimentation.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
October 2014

98

Research by Design Ltd

Fig 77. Drug use decision (Q92. Why did you decide to try illegal drugs for the first time?)

Based on: Claim to have been offered or have taken illegal drugs

Base: 94

Young people were asked to consider what they felt they needed more information on with
regards to smoking, drinking alcohol and drugs. Key themes include the desire to understand
generally more about these substances and more about the negative effects of engaging with any
of these risky behaviours. 1187 young people shared their thoughts on this.
“What’s so bad about smoking?
Why do older adults that smoke
tell us teenagers to stop when
they do it themselves?”

“Why do people want to
use it? Who made it
illegal? Why is it illegal?”

“I want to know more
about it so I could not do
it in the future.”

“What kind of things might we be
offered and how to say no.”

“I would like to know scientific
reasons about them.”

“A lot of people do drugs and
smoke a lot so if there was
more info it would be better to
know why people do.”

“Why do people need to smoke
take drugs or drink alcohol?”

“Why it’s bad and how it
affects your life.”

“The different types of drugs
and the effect they have on
health. Also if alcohol is
damaging in small amounts.”

“I want to know how if it will hurt and affect the
human body and then tell other people who do /
don’t take drugs. Also it will help me tell my patients
how bad it could be if I become a nurse or doctor.”

“Yeah, because some dumb young idiots smoke
they don’t know what’s happening to their body.”
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2.12.2

Information preference

Young people were asked where they would prefer to get help and advice on drugs, alcohol, and
smoking from. A family member is the most endorsed source to seek information from on these
risky behaviours (37%) followed closely by at school (33%). Over one in ten young people would
prefer to get information from friends (19%) and 13% would prefer to use the internet for this
kind of information. 12% would prefer to seek information from a health expert or service. 8%
claim they would prefer to not use any of these to get information on risky behaviours and 11%
don’t know.
Fig 78. Drugs, alcohol and smoking information sources (Q76b. From where would you prefer to get help or advice
drugs, alcohol, and smoking?)

Base: 2185
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2.13

Treating people fairly and with respect

Young people were asked what, if any, religion they belong to. 31% of young people class
themselves as Muslim, 29% as Christian, 29% do not identify with any religion and 11% either
identify with another religion, don’t know or prefer not to say.
Fig 79. Religion (Q94. What is your religion if you have one?)

Sikh 3%
Hindu 1%
Don’t know 4%
Base: 2124

When asked what ethnic group they belong to, 52% of young people identify themselves as
‘white’ whilst 48% identify themselves as ‘non-white’ including Pakistani, Bangladeshi, and
Caribbean etc.
Fig 80. Ethnicity (Q95. What is your ethnic group?)

Pakistani 19%
Bangladeshi 7%
Asian or Asian British 5%

Base: 2065
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2.13.1 Discrimination
Young people were asked whether they have ever been discriminated against or treated unfairly
because of their personal profile. The largest proportion (42%) claim they have never been
discriminated against or treated unfairly. 27% of young people claim they have been
discriminated against because of their appearance. Over one in ten young people feel they have
been discriminated against because of their age, their race, or their religion (12-16%). 10% claim
they feel they have been treated differently because of their gender and 9% claim because of
their ethnicity. Smaller proportions claim sexuality (3%) and disability (2%). 6% prefer not to say
and 3% claim they have been discriminated against for a different reason.
Fig 81. Discrimination (Q96. Do you feel you have ever been discriminated against or treated unfairly because of any
of the following?)

Base: 2097

Significantly more girls feel they have been discriminated against or treated unfairly because of
their appearance compared with boys (32% ♀, 21% ♂). These young people who feel that they
have been treated differently due to their appearance are also those who claim to be significantly
unhappier with their local area, feel unsafe at school, and who say they are always feeling worried.
Of those that claim they have not been discriminated against or treated unfairly, significantly
more are in Years 7 and 8 (48%) compared with those in Years 9 to 11 (39%) and Years 12 and 13
(34%). This highlights that perceived discrimination seems to be more prevalent amongst the
older age groups.
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2.13.2 Disability
Young people were asked if they are affected by any disability on a day to day basis. The majority
of young people (81%) claim they are not. 6% of young people claim they have a problem with
their sight or hearing. 3% claim they have a long standing illness or physical disability. 2% claim
they have a learning disability or mental health condition and 6% prefer not to say.
Fig 82. Disability (Q97. Do any of the following affect what you are able to do on a day to day basis?)

Base: 2081

2.13.3 Bullying
Young people were asked whether they have experienced different types of bullying, either at
school or outside of school. The biggest proportion of young people (44%) claim ‘none of these’
have happened to them. Over one third of young people (34%) claim they have experienced
verbal bullying. 27% claim they have had rumours/stories spread about them.
Over one in ten young people claim to have experienced physical bullying (16%) and damage to
their belongings by someone else on purpose (15%). 10% report to have suffered cyber bullying.
6% claim they have been involved in a gang and 5% of young people have been befriended by
someone older. 5% of young people prefer not to say.
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Fig 83. Bullying/safeguarding (Q98. Have you ever had any of the following happen to you, either at school or outside
of school hours?)

Base: 2071

Significantly more girls compared with boys claim they have …


Been verbally bullied (40% ♀, 28% ♂)



Had rumours spread about them (32% ♀, 22% ♂)

 Been cyber bullied (14% ♀, 6% ♂)
However significantly more boys compared with girls claim they have…


Been physically bullied (21% ♂, 12% ♀)



Had belongings damaged (17% ♂, 13% ♀)



Been involved in a gang (8% ♂, 3% ♀)

This suggests that girls are more likely to experience emotional bullying whereas boys are more
likely to have a physical experience.
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2.13.3a

Speaking up about bullying

Those young people who claim they have been bullied in some way were asked whether they
have told a responsible adult about these things happening to them.
Over six in ten young people who have experienced physical bullying (69%), verbal bullying (66%),
or damage to their belongings (62%) have told a responsible adult about this. This falls slightly for
young people who have experienced cyber bullying (58%), spreading of rumours (55%), and
threats that frighten them enough to make them do what the bully wants (54%).
Similar proportions of those who say they have been befriended by someone older than
themselves have told a responsible adult (44%) and have not told a responsible adult (43%). 38%
who say they have been involved in a gang have told a responsible adult about this, whereas 47%
have not.
Fig 84. Bullying/safeguarding (Q99a-Q99h. Have you told a responsible adult about this / these things happening to
you?)

Base: 94-709

Significantly more girls have told a responsible adult they are have been verbally bullied compared
with boys (70% ♀, 60% ♂).
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A series of follow up questions were asked to
those young people who say they have not
told a responsible adult that they have
experienced any of these types of bullying. The
questions were to establish the reasons why
they had not told a responsible adult.
The answers shown are the top 3 for each.

Fig 85. Top three reasons for not telling an adult about
being bullied (Q100-Q107. Why haven't or didn't you tell a responsible adult about you being…?)
*CAUTION LOW BASE SIZE

The reasons for young people not telling adults about being bullied is consistent across all types
of bullying. ‘No point’ is the top reason for not telling an adult about being bullied for all types of
bullying with the exception of joining a gang. ‘Would make things worse’ and ‘dealing/dealt with
it myself’ feature in the top 3 reasons for the majority of bullying types.
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Those young people who have told a responsible adult about being bullied (in the broadest sense)
were asked if the bullying stopped, got better, or worsened as a result. 44% of young people claim
the bullying stopped completely after telling a responsible adult. 32% claim it got better but still
continued. 8% claim it got worse and 7% of young people claim there was no change after telling
a responsible adult.
Fig 88. Responsible adult (Q108. After you told a responsible adult about being bullied, did it stop, get better or
worse?)

Based on: Have told a responsible adult about being bullied

Base: 234

If young people said that they had suffered damage to their belongings and had told a responsible
adult about this, they were asked what the resolution was after they had reported it. 164 survey
participants shared their thoughts on this, and generally the feeling was that nothing really
happened. A smaller proportion report that the issue stopped, was sorted or that the police were
informed.
“Nothing, even though the
incident was reported.”

“I told my parents and my
head of year at the time
about it and he tracked down
the culprit and punished
them on my behalf.”

“The police got
involved.”

“Parents contacted the
school.”

“Nothing, the guy was
usually told off but no
further action was done.”

“The teacher told the class
off but it was never
returned.”

“Family member went up to
school and sorted it out.”

“Adult called the police and
got a crime number for a
new belonging.”

“My mom went into the
school and had a meeting and
the teacher talked to the girl
and she said sorry and she
stopped.”
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“Nothing because I told my
parents relatives not to tell
anyone.”

“They were given a
detention.”

“We went into the head teacher’s
office and she got sent home and
had to say sorry and then after that
we are friends now.”

Young people who have told a responsible adult about suffering any form of bullying were asked
if the bullying stopped, got better, or worsened as a result. The results for each type of bullying is
shown below.
Those who have told a responsible adult about being verbally bullied were asked if the bullying
had stopped, got better, or worsened as a result. 46% of young people claim the bullying stopped
completely after telling a responsible adult. 31% claim it got better but still continued. 5% claim
it got worse and 12% of young people claim there was no change after telling a responsible adult.
Fig 89. Verbal bullying (Q110. After you told a responsible adult about being verbally bullied, did it stop, get better
or worse?)

Based on: Young people verbally bullied and told a responsible adult

Base: 465

Those young people who have told a responsible adult about having rumours spread about them
were asked if the bullying had stopped, got better, or worsened as a result. Almost half (47%) of
young people claim the bullying stopped completely after telling a responsible adult. 29% claim it
got better but still continued. 6% claim it got worse and 13% of young people claim there was no
change after telling a responsible adult.
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Fig 90. Spread of rumours (Q111. After you told a responsible adult about people spreading rumours or stories about
you or excluding you from groups on purpose, did it stop, get better or worse?)

Based on: Young people who have had rumours spread about them and told a responsible adult

Base: 309

Those young people who have told a responsible adult about being threatened were asked if the
bullying had stopped, got better, or worsened as a result. Over half (53%) of young people claim
the bullying stopped completely after telling a responsible adult. One fifth claim it got better but
still continued. 6% claim it got worse and 12% of young people claim there was no change after
telling a responsible adult.
Fig 91. Threatened (Q112. After you told a responsible adult about people making threats that frighten you enough
to make you do what the bully wants, did it stop, get better or worse?)

Based on: Young people who have been threatened and told a responsible adult

Base: 101

Young people who have told a responsible adult about being cyber bullied were asked if the
bullying had stopped, got better, or worsened as a result. Over half (55%) of young people claim
the bullying stopped completely after telling a responsible adult. 22% claim it got better but still
continued. 6% claim it got worse and 9% of young people claim there was no change after telling
a responsible adult.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
October 2014

109

Research by Design Ltd

Fig 92. Cyber bullying (Q113. After you told a responsible adult about being cyber bullied, did it stop, get better or
worse?)

Based on: Young people who have been cyber bullied and told a responsible adult

Base: 117

2.13.4 Social workers
Young people were asked whether they have ever had support from a social worker. The majority
of those who took part in the survey (75%) claim they have never had support from a social
worker. 12% claim they have had support from a social worker. 10% of young people don’t know
and 3% prefer not to say.
Fig 93. Social worker (Q116. Have you ever had support from a social worker?)

Base: 2063

Those who say they have had support from a social worker demonstrate some characteristics that
are significantly different from those who say they have not ever had a social worker. Those who
have had support from a social worker are significantly more…


Likely to say that they have been bullied
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Affected by a disability
Claim to have smoked cigarettes
Say they feel worried all the time
Receive free school meals
Say that they always feel hungry due to a lack of food in the home
Say that they have missed one or more lessons at school in the current year
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2.14

Information, advice and guidance

Young people were asked whether they would like more information or
advice on a variety of different topics. Sex and relationships is the topic most
endorsed; 36% of young people claim they would like more information on
this. Almost three in ten (29%) young people would like more information on
street safety.
Over two in ten young people would like more information on drugs, how to report a crime,
abuse, or smoking (21-24%). 20% would like more information on fire safety, hate crime, or
alcohol. Between 16 to 18% would like to see more information on dealing with bullying, domestic
violence, road safety, extremism, or internet safety.
Almost one quarter (24%) claim they do not want any more information/advice on any of these
topics. A further 12% don’t know.
Fig 86. Information and advice (Q117. Would you like more information or advice on these topics?)

Sex and relationships

36%

Street safety

29%

Drugs

24%

How to report a crime

22%

Abuse

21%

Smoking

21%

Fire safety

20%

Hate crime

20%

Alcohol

20%

Dealing with bullying

18%

Domestic Violence

18%

Road safety

17%

Extremism e.g. religious, political

17%

Internet safety

16%

Something else

1%

None of these

24%

Don't know

12%
Base: 2056

In terms of variations by gender, abuse is the only topic with significant gender differences;
significantly more girls would like more information or advice on abuse compared with boys (24%
♀, 17% ♂).
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Unsurprisingly, those young people who would like more information on street safety are those
who say they feel significantly more unsafe in the following areas:




Outside in their local area after dark
Walsall town centre during the day
Walsall town centre after dark

Looking at risky behaviours, there are no significant differences to report between those who
would like more information on alcohol or drugs and those who have consumed alcohol or taken
drugs. However, significantly more young people who have smoked cigarettes and shisha would
like more information and advice on smoking.

2.14.1 Internet safety
When asked whether they have internet access at home, nine in ten young people claim they do.
4% of young people sometimes have access to the internet at home and a further 4% do not have
internet access at home. A small proportion (2%) prefer not to say.
Fig 87. Internet access (Q118. Do you have access to the Internet at home?)

Base: 2048

There are no demographic differences in terms of gender and Year group to report for internet
access at home.
Significantly more of those 4% of young people (91 in total) who claim to not have access to the
internet at home, tend to be those who claim that they:






feel unsafe at home
receive free school meals
go to bed feeling hungry everyday
always feel worried and anxious
have smoked cigarettes
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3.

APPENDIX

3.1

School level reporting

Care must be taken interpreting results based on small sample sizes, as there is greater risk of
outliers influencing the aggregated scores. The greater the base size, the more confidence we can
have in the stability of the data. Small sample sizes give greater risk of ‘data wobble’.
The following table illustrates the schools that would qualify for a scorecard and analysis at ‘school
level’. Colour coding has been applied therefore green indicates a good base size, amber indicates
a base size that could be progressed with caution, black indicates that we would advise not
showing data at school level. This should be considered for the school level KPI dashboard.
Table 10. Response rate by individual school

School

Number of responses received

Abu Bakr Boys School
Abu Bakr Girls School
Aldridge School - A Science College
Barr Beacon School
Black Country UTC
Blue Coat Church of England Academy
Brownhills School
Emmanuel School
Grace Academy Darlaston
Hydesville Tower School
Joseph Leckie Academy
Mirus Academy
Palfrey Girls School
Pool Hayes Arts and Community School
Queen Mary's Grammar School
Queen Mary's High School
Second Chances
Shelfield Community Academy
Shire Oak Academy
St Francis of Assisi Catholic Technology College
St Thomas More Catholic School, Willenhall
The Streetly Academy
Walsall Academy
West Walsall E-ACT Academy
Willenhall E-ACT Academy
Not disclosed
Total

34
8
605
5
2
665
92
7
403
3
748
4
6
6
3
3
3
4
3
4
2
3
835
4
8
22
3482
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