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Cognition and Learning Needs – Audit Band Descriptors
A child who presents with substantial learning difficulties/ developmental delay will have severe
delay in reaching milestones:
Under 2 years more than 12 months delay
3 years more than 18 month delay
4 years more than 24 month delay

Evidence of some delay in reaching milestones
Under twos 6 months, under 3years 12 months, under 4 years 18 months delay
Evidence of frequent repetitive play, restricted interests and significant difficulties with imaginative play. Evidence that
the child has difficulties retaining concepts over time. Child beginning to lose skills.
Targeted Intervention plans implemented within the setting through First Quality Teaching.
Evidence of frequent repetitive play, restricted interests and significant difficulties in imaginative play. Evidence that the
child has difficulties retaining concepts over time. Child beginning to lose skills. There will be a need for some
differentiation and adaptation for individual needs of the child through SEN Support within the setting. Assess, plan, do,
review.
Under twos 6-12 months, under 3years 12-18months, 4 years 18-24 months.

Severe delay in reaching milestones Under twos more than 12 months,3 years more than 18 months delay, 4 years
more than 24 months delay. Evidence of persistent repetitive play, restricted interests and severe difficulties retaining
concepts over time. Child consistently losing skills. Child requires a predictable and structured routine with regular
access to additional adult support. Child may be accessing portage service

The young child will require intensive support and interventions by skilled key person in order to break tasks into
small achievable chunks alongside modified tasks to promote language and communication with recommendations
of speech and language therapist. The setting should plan and deliver activities to promote independence, thinking
skills, problem solving and personal and social relations in a safe structured environment.
Whilst majority of Early Years children will follow a programme based round the statements from the Development
matters and early years outcomes this will be broken down in smaller steps of development. A predictable and
structured routine with access to additional adult support within small groups.

The young child will require direct instruction with finely graded tasks for language and communication skills,
promoting independent thinking skills, problem solving and personal and social relations in a safe structured setting.
The provision will emphasise stimulation, interpreting, responding to the environment, exercising choice and
anticipation rather than independence and communication.
High Modifications to learning environment including breaking down task into small achievable chunks based on
child’s individual needs.

Ref: SEN Code of Practice
Support for learning difficulties may be required when young children learn and develop skills at a slower pace than their peers.
Even with appropriate differentiation. Learning difficulties cover a wide range of needs, including moderate learning difficulties
(MLD), severe learning difficulties (SLD), where children are likely to need support in all areas of learning and development and
associated difficulties with mobility and communication, through to profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD), where
children are likely to have severe and complex learning difficulties as well as a physical disability or sensory impairment.

Quality First Teaching
Child demonstrates significant developmental delay of 12months or more across at least two areas of development. Has need of
visual, verbal and/or physical prompts to carry out aspects of self-care and routine activities. Additional support is required to
ensure progress and/or access to the planned learning opportunities. Low level difficulties in acquisition/ communication and
language difficulties remaining on task without additional support. Child may display outbursts of frustration.

SEN Support
The young child is operating at a level significantly below expected outcomes and evidence of an increasing gap between them and
their peers. Progress is at a very slow rate. Additional support is required to ensure progress and access to the learning environment.
Displays difficulties in problem solving and critical thinking which limits progress in all areas development. Moderate but persistent
difficulties in the acquisition and use of language. There may be a co- existence of secondary needs. The child or young person may
have difficulties with independence and social, Emotional mental health.

HNF SEN Support/ Enhanced Mainstream School / EHCP (Mainstream)
The young child presents with a range of issues and an accumulation of layered needs. The child will experience significant, complex
and persistent learning difficulties. These learning difficulties may co- exist with medical condition and or physical or sensory
difficulties. There may be associated behaviour difficulties including attention difficulties and/or self-esteem issues.

EHCP (Specialist Provision)
The child will experience profound, complex life- long learning difficulties, and will require specialised provision, with personalised
programmes of support delivered by staff with high level of expertise.
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The school/ Early Years setting is proactive in identifying needs and monitors that appropriate action is taken.
Assessment for learning informs planning for suitably differentiated teaching
Routine formative and summative assessments are used to tailor learning outcomes and teaching needs to the
needs of the individual child.
Robust monitoring under the guidance of the designated SENCO
Frequent reviews to monitor provision and assess progress
Views of parents and child valued.

Demonstrate an inclusive ethos that supports the learning and wellbeing of all children
A broad balanced curriculum planned to meet the individual needs of all children
Small group work to promote positive interaction and turn taking amongst peers
Setting promotes environment where everyone is respected and valued
Practitioners model positive interactions
Routines are clear and explicit with visual cues to aid children and prompt them

The setting celebrates positive achievements and hold a strong ethos around developing self esteem
All practitioners are responsible for the learning and development of all children within the setting.
Quality first teaching meets the needs of all pupils and includes:
Flexible grouping arrangements
Some differentiation of activities and materials
Differentiated questioning
Use of visual cues auditory and kinaesthetic approaches.
Awareness that a child/ young person may need more time to complete tasks and that equality of access may
mean that they need to do some things differently
Resources and displays support independence
Environmental considerations are made to meet the needs of all pupils e.g. seating position, personal space and classroom
layouts displays and signage.

Assessment is detailed and taken place over time
Smart targets are agreed and monitored with child and young person and parents and carers
All practitioners responsible for planning and /or provided with personalised planning to ensure their
input is effective
Diagnostic assessment /monitoring e.g. educational psychologists
Careful planning and review of needs at transition, including effective liaison e.g. change of placement,
starting school.

Resources
Experienced practitioners who attend regular training / suitably experienced SENCO as defined in code of practice 2014.
SENCO’s allocated sufficient time to fulfil statutory duties
Policy regularly updated detailing effectiveness for SEND within the setting
Inclusion policy which underpins practice
All staff have received at least annual training on SEN and understand how to support children with learning difficulties.
Staff make use of a wide range of resources to inform their inclusive practice.
Whole staff CPD has included training on how to meet the needs of children.

Records
Records of contact with parents/carer
Solution focussed planning at an early stage of identification
Involvement of child / parent or carer in identification of needs and subsequent plans
Investigations into other areas of need to establish appropriate intervention and planning if appropriate.
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