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What is the Local Offer?
Readings - Local Offer
Reading's Local Offer gives children and young people with special educational
needs or disabilities and their families’ information about what support and
services are available in the local area. This information can be found by visiting
www.reading.gov.uk/sendlocaloffer
It will help parents, carers and young people to see clearly the range of services,
support and information that are available to them in their local area and
understand how to access them.

What is the Local Offer and what does this cover?
•Benefits and financial guidance and assistance
•Health & Social Care
•Schools, Education & Transport
•Leisure and social activities
•Special educational needs
•Short breaks
•Support groups
•Early Years & Childcare
If you don’t have access to a home computer the Local Offer can be viewed online
at your local library or visit the Civic Offices, Bridge Street, Reading, RG1 2LU
Alternatively email localoffer@reading.gov.uk
Call us on 0118 9373777 (option 2) Lines are open Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
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Welcome to the Spring 2018 edition of Reading Local Offer - DISC
The information in the DISC newsletter is provided by third party organisations therefore Reading Borough
Council cannot guarantee the accuracy of this information. Where appropriate DBS should be requested.
Reading Borough Council does not endorse the information provided.

Disabled Children & Young People’s Register
The Reading Children and Young Peoples Disability Register is a secure database which aims to capture information
about all children and young people aged 0-25 years with special educational needs and/or disabilities in Reading. The
information that you give us will be used anonymously to show the use of and demand for services in Reading. The
Register is purely voluntary and this information will help us to plan, monitor and develop appropriate facilities and
services for the future for disabled children and their families.
The Children and Young Peoples Disability Register is managed by the Reading Family Information Service. We would
like to encourage as many of you as possible to register so that we can get as clear a picture as possible of the needs
for services in Reading.
To register you must complete an online form which will allow you to provide us with details of your child. We will be
able to use your contact details to keep you up-to-date with developments in services and other relevant information
for disabled children and young people. Disabled Children & Young Peoples Register
For those families who complete the online register, an opportunity to sign up for the free MAX Card will be available.
The MAX Card offers considerable discount on major attractions across the country and on many local attractions in
Berkshire and neighbouring counties. Max Card
Children & Young People’s Disability Register is hosted on the Reading Services Guide
www.reading.gov.uk/servicesguide
To find out more contact the Family Information Service on Tel: 0118 937 3777 (opt 2) or email:
localoffer@reading.gov.uk

Please note: Your Original Max Card expired at the end of January 2018 and is now invalid. To get a
replacement Max Card please email localoffer@reading.gov.uk to request one.
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Reading Borough Council Special Educational Needs Service
As some of you may be aware, whilst I having worked in Reading since the end of April 2017, I was
appointed as permanent SEND Service Manager in October last year. I arrived at a time of
significant challenges for all Local Authorities, including Reading, with an increasing population and
therefore demand upon services and financial pressures. Within Reading we have developed a SEND
strategy with four key strands and are working with partner agencies and representatives from
Reading Families Forum through the working groups as set out below to meet these challenges:
 Analysis of data and information to inform provision and joint commissioning
 Early identification and early intervention
 Using Specialist Services and identified best practice to increase local capacity
 Transition to Adulthood
In the next edition I will provide feedback on their work to date.
Whilst acknowledging there are challenges there has been some positive news this year. The SEN
Team is on course to complete the conversion of statements of special educational needs in to
Education, Health and Care plans by the deadline of 31st March 2018. This has not been an easy
process and has raised the need for us to look again at how we ensure families are fully involved in
these assessments and plans (co-production). The SEN Team has also managed to complete 88.8%
of new Education, Health and Care Plans within 20 weeks in 2017, which in comparison to most
Local Authorities is a very good rate.
Both Pinecroft and Cressingham Resource Centres, our residential units for children with
disabilities, have been inspected by Ofsted this year. Pinecroft has maintained its Outstanding
grading. We are waiting the formal outcome from Cressingham’s inspection, however the verbal
feedback from Ofsted was positive identifying a few areas for us to work on and demonstrated the
hard work of staff in the resource centre.
I meet with the Reading Families Forum monthly to review data performance across my service.
This provides an opportunity to identify areas of concern and monitor progress. This dialogue has
ensured a continued focus on improving the service we provide. Within these and other meetings
with parents we have talked about how we can identify and meet needs earlier and more locally.
We want to avoid SEND Tribunals where possible as these are often stressful for families as well as
time consuming for all involved. We want where possible to avoid these by talking through the
issues and trying to resolve these with families. I have urged my team and would ask you to please
discuss your concerns and issues with us first. Please do contact your SEN Case Officer, the SEN
Manager or myself prior to seeking a tribunal hearing.
Lastly, we are keen to involve parents and carers in our service design and delivery, and in decision
making processes. In the last six months we have had parents on interview panels, involved in
strategic groups, inputting on policies and procedures and being part of the induction of new staff.
This is greatly appreciated and ensures your views are heard when making decisions. If you would
like to be involved please contact Ramona Bridgman at Reading Families Forum
rgebridgman@aol.com or contact Tracy Fenty Tracy.fenty@reading.gov.uk
With best regards,
Simon McKenzie
Simon.mckenzie@reading.gov.uk
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Local Offer
Disc
Let us know what you think of Reading SEND Local Offer – Disc
We would like to gather feedback from parent carers, children and young people about the SEND
Local Offer-Disc.
This will help us further improve the information, accessibility, usage and will assist us in
developing and improving the SEND Local Offer-Disc working in partnership with families and
young people.

You can provide feedback by emailing: localoffer@reading.gov.uk

Local Offer - Disc – Need your help!
We would like parents/carers & young people to volunteer to help improve Readings Local
Offer information by doing website checks for us.
You can do this from your own home using your own PC or device
If you are interested please contact: Maryam Makki Tel: 0118 9373777 or
email: Maryam.makki@reading.gov.uk
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Reading Families' Forum
Reading Families’ Forum are a voluntary group of parent carers with children and young people with a variety of
special needs and disabilities.
We hold a coffee evening at Krazy Play Days every half-term with a variety of speakers and a chance for parents to
talk together while the children have fun while supervised by Forum helpers experienced in working with children
with additional needs.
The Forum has groups of parents affiliated to us at a number of schools in Reading. If your school hasn’t already
got a group for parents of children with additional needs, ask us for help in setting one up. It is a great chance to
chat to other parents in the same boat. The Forum also helps arrange speakers on sleep, managing behaviour and
anxiety, finances and more.
The Forum is always keen for parents to join our steering group. We hold parent carer steering groups every halfterm to plan our work over a relaxing coffee. The steering group meet Education, Social Care and Health managers
to discuss the needs of our children. You can do as much or as little as you want. It is great to be working with likeminded parents to improve things for our children and families.
Reading Families’ Forum fran.morgan.rff@gmail.com Tel: 07516 185380

Carers support from health and social care (Carer's Assessment)
•If you are the parent carer for a disabled child or you provide unpaid care and support to a Reading adult (18
years+), you may be eligible for Carer's Support from Reading Borough Council's Social Care Services.

Carer’s Assessment
All carers have the right to a free Carer's Assessment from social services.
The assessment gives carers the opportunity to:
•provide an overview of the care and support you currently provide
•say which caring tasks you are willing and able to continue with and what you need help with
•say how caring impacts on your own health and well-being.
This information will help the Council understand your support needs and decide what support you are eligible for.

How to get an Assessment
Complete an online Carer’s Assessment Carers Assessment Online Form
You can also contact us to request a paper copy:
•0118 937 3747 if you look after a Reading adult
•0118 937 2225 if you are the parent carer of a disabled child
You have the right to have a Carer's Assessment even if the person you look after doesn't want help from social care.
For help with completing your Assessment form please contact the Carers Hub 0118 324 7333
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Autism Berkshire Has Moved
Autism Berkshire has moved to a new office at 40 Caversham Road, Reading RG1 7EB
The telephone number for general enquiries and the Helpline service is still the same – 01189 594 594, along with
the email address for enquiries contact@autismberkshire.org.uk
You can make an appointment in advance to visit the office for advice about autism and for appointments for help
with benefit applications and appeals.
The office is on the first floor but is accessible using a lift and disabled toilets are available.
40 Caversham Road is a short walk from Reading railway station and the town centre bus stops in Friar Street.
The Garrard Street and Cattle Market car parks are nearby and on-street pay-and-display parking is available in
Vachel Road, outside the office entrance, but Vachel Road can only be entered from the Greyfriars Road end. There
is no access off the A329 Inner Distribution Road (IDR).
As the new office does not have a large meeting room, Autism Berkshire’s workshops for parents and carers in
Reading are now being held at RISC, 35-39 London Road.
Autism Berkshire still has some free places available at a pre-assessment workshop on Tuesday, March 13, for
parents and carers of children aged 5+ living in Reading who are on the Berkshire CAMHS waiting list for an autism
assessment.
The workshop will offer advice and strategies to help families while they wait for an appointment, including a look
at autism and sensory issues; ideas to help communication and address sensory and behavioural issues; information
on what happens in the assessment; signposting for support if you receive a diagnosis/if you do not receive a
diagnosis of autism
Full details are available at http://www.autismberkshire.org.uk/pre-assessment-service/
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About the CEA Card

This is a national card scheme that can be
used to verify that the holder is entitled to
one free ticket for a person accompanying
them to the cinema. Terms and Condition
of use apply. To apply for the card, you will
need to meet one or more of the following
criteria:
a) Be in receipt of the disability living
allowance or attendance allowance.
b) Be a registered blind person.
The card is valid for 1 year from the date of
issue.
If you have any difficulty, please contact us
at the address below:
CEA Card, PO Box 199, Deeside, CH5
9BW.
Also queries can be dealt with by
contacting us.

The aim of the Berkshire Autism Alert Card
scheme is to provide a simple way for
people living with autism to quickly and
easily explain their condition to others,
giving cardholders more confidence to go
out and about.
Autism Berkshire issues the Berkshire
Autism Alert Card free of charge to anyone
with an autism spectrum condition on
behalf of the Berkshire Autism Alert Card
working group.
Contact Autism Berkshire:

Tel: 0845 123 1292

Tel: 01189 594 594
E: contact@autismberkshire.org.uk
www.autismberkshire.org.uk

Email: info@ceacard.co.uk

Autism Alert Card Leaflet

www.ceacard.co.uk/
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National Trial – SEND Tribunal Single Route of Redress
As you may be aware there are changes planned in relation to the SEND Tribunals. We will provide further
details as soon as they become available.
In summary the Government are trialling extending powers of the First-tier Tribunal (SEND) to make nonbinding recommendations about the health and social care aspects of Local Authority decisions regarding
Education, Health and Care (EHC) plans as part of a special educational appeal. The trial will apply to
decisions made from 3 April 2018 and will run for two years.
Currently appeals can only be made to the Tribunal over the educational aspects of Local Authority decisions
regarding EHC plans. In the trial appeals over the educational aspects are broadened and will give parents
and young people the ability to also appeal associated health and social care issues at the same time.
Appeals to the Tribunal cannot be made just on health and social care issues.
An evaluation process will run alongside the trial, looking at implementation, outcomes for families and
commissioners and costs and will inform a decision on its continuation.
Roles and Responsibilities

SEND Tribunal will have powers to: Recommend that health or social care needs or provision are specified
or amended in plans and must send a copy of the recommendation to health commissioners as well as the
Local Authority.
LA SEND teams must: Inform parents/young people of their new rights including through decision letters and
the local offer, provide evidence to the Tribunal from the health and social care bodies in response to the
issues raised within the timeframe set by the Tribunal, bringing additional witnesses to the hearing if
necessary, and send the health and/or social care response to recommendation letter to the evaluators
following any recommendation.
Health and social care commissioners must: Respond to any request for information and evidence within
the timeframe set by the Tribunal, send a representative to the hearing if required and respond to the family
and the LA within 5 weeks of a recommendation being made setting out the steps they have decided to take or
why they are not going to follow the recommendation.
Families may wish to: consider whether there is a health or social care issue, receive support through IASS
and other organisations in preparation and engage with the evaluation.
IASS and VCS organisations should: Disseminate information on the trial, communicate the new rights to
parents and young people and provide support.

DfE Guidance
The DfE are in the process of producing the following to support the implementation of the trial.
Guidance for local areas – Guidance will be produced for LAs, health and social care professionals outlining
their duties, how the trial will work and the support available.
Guidance for parents and young people – Guidance will also be produced for parents and young people,
which can be used by support organisations too.
Tool Kit – To help with implementation, a tool kit will be provided with template wording and a FAQ document
to answer all the common questions that are received.
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Special United SEND Youth Forum
Next Event Thursday March 22nd 5-7pm at Sprinkles
Gelato Reading – Granby Tavern, 120 London Road, Reading, RG1 5AY
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Early Years News & Activities
See what’s going on for 0 – 5 year olds
Tax Free Childcare
Helping working parents pay for childcare
The government introduced Tax-Free Childcare (TFC) in
2017, a new UK-wide scheme to help working parents pay
for childcare
To find out more please follow the link below
Tax Free Childcare
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Early Years Advisory Teacher for SEND
Hello, my name is Aimee Trimmer and I am the Council’s Early Years Advisory Teacher for Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities (SEND). My role is to provide support to settings and schools who have children with SEND
around how they can support the children, when to apply for additional support, who to signpost to and provide
support with filling out SEN paperwork for the inclusion funding, Disability Access Fund and EHCP Requests.
I work with the Early Years Team, the Portage Service, Educational Psychology and the School Standards team so that
we can provide support to families and children in Early Years. I have previously worked in a specialist Nursery and
play setting, as an Early Years Teacher in Children’s Centres, and as an SEN Officer for other Local Authorities. I have
completed my degree in Psychology and Health, followed by the Early Years Teacher Status Qualification.
Settings can contact me via email to ask for support, and will require parent’s permission if they wish I come and
observe a specific child in the setting.
My email is Aimee.Trimmer@reading.gov.uk.

2 Year Old Education & Childcare Funding

Your child may be eligible, if you are on a low income, some types of benefit or meet certain other criteria, you
might be eligible to apply for 570 hours free early education or childcare per year (15 hours per week over 38 weeks)
for your two-year-old.
For further information on 2 year funding please contact the Family Information Service on 0118 9373777 (option 2).
To access information on providers offering 2 year places search through the childcare options on the following
page Childcare Search
Email fis@reading.gov.uk

Disability Access Fund (DAF)
The Disability Access Fund will be for three and four year olds who are taking up their free funding entitlement and
are in receipt of Disability Living Allowance.
If you would like to find out more or have any questions, please contact the Early Years Team early.years@reading.gov.uk - 0118 937 4730
More information can be found here

Early Years Inclusion Funding
Reading Borough Council
A new Early Years National Funding Formula (EYNFF) for 3-4 year olds took effect from April 2017. As part of this,
there is a requirement for authorities to establish a special educational needs inclusion fund for early years in order
to help providers address the needs of individual children with special educational needs.
The Early Years SEN Inclusion Fund has a focus on emerging SEN, since those with more complex SEN may receive
support via an EHC Plan.
More information can be found here

Early Years & Childcare
For information on Childcare Settings supporting SEND, Maintained Nursery Schools & Classes, related advice & more,
please follow the link Early Years & Childcare
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Dingley’s Promise
Nursery
Dingley's Promise provide a place where children - from birth to five years - with special needs and disabilities come to
develop skills through play. More than this, it is a place where their parents and carers are welcome, where they can
make friends and share experiences.
Dingley's Promise offer play scheme sessions across the year for children aged 0-5 years with SEND, this service offers
much needed respite for parents and carers.
Contact Dingley's Promise - Reading for more information.

Butterflies – Down Syndrome Group
Butterflies is a new Down Syndrome group who aim to meet once a month, to bring families together over a cuppa, to
give each other support, help and guidance whether your child has not even been born, is at pre-school, school, college
or working.
Butterflies is a new support group dedicated to families with a child who has Down Syndrome or expectant parents who
have received a positive pre-natal diagnosis
Drop in between 1pm - 2.30 pm This event will be hosted by Dingley’s Promise Reading Centre.
Contact: Sian: 07970381120 (Group Organiser & parent to a child who has DS) or
Emma: emma.garcia@dingley.org.uk (Family Support Worker at Dingley’s Promise offering support at the group
for 0-5’s)

Inclusive Holiday Play Scheme
We run inclusive holiday sessions for children with additional needs and their mainstream siblings (if under 8 years old).
These are a really important break for families during holiday periods and we make sure the activities are fun for all
the children.
0118 327 7424 email: admin.reading@dingley.org.uk Dingley's Promise - Reading

Snowflakes
New Bridge Nursery Snowflake Centre
A Nursery Setting for children who have been diagnosed with a High-Functioning Autism Spectrum Condition. We are
based within New Bridge Nursery School, Montague Road, Caversham RG4 5AU.
We are an experienced and caring team. Our team works closely with the children and their families. We welcome
visits, and any questions you may have.
To speak to a member of staff please call the Snowflake Centre on 0118 937 5580
www.newbridgenursery.reading.sch.uk

Norcot Nursery School & Early Years Holiday Club
Norcot Early Years Centre, 82 Lyndhurst Road, Tilehurst, Reading, RG30 6UB
An inclusive holiday club for children aged 3 - 6 years and 11 months, aiming to provide fun activities and care for all
children, whatever their needs. Please provide a packed lunch (no nut products).
For further details: Tel: 0118 937 5618 or visit: https://www.norcotearlyyearscentre.co.uk/holiday-club/
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Join us for stay & play sessions in the spring/ summer terms of 2018!
Stay & Plays are Friday afternoons from 1pm-2:30pm.
These sessions are aimed at children 0-5 with SEND (special educational needs and disabilities) Children do not have
to attend Dingley’s Promise learning through play sessions to come to a stay & play.

Dates are as follows:
March:
9th at Wokingham – Mother’s Day Theme
16th at Reading – Swings & Smiles
23rd at West Berks – Easter themed activities and Swings & Smiles

April:
There is no stay & play in Wokingham this month due to half term.
20th at Reading – Exploring a range of sensory activities
27th at West Berks – Farm animals theme

May:
11th at Wokingham – Sensory spring theme
18th at Reading – Royal wedding theme
25th at West Berks – Swings & Smiles

June:
8th at Wokingham – Summer holiday theme
15th at Reading – Father’s day theme & Swings & Smiles
29th at West Berks – World cup theme

Addresses of Dingley’s Promise centres:
Reading: Kennet Walk Community Centre, Kennet Walk, Kenavon Drive, RG1 3GD
West Berks: Poplar Place, Newbury, RG14 1NA
Wokingham: Based on the grounds of All Saints Primary School, Norreys Avenue, RG40 1UX

Emma Garcia-Sanchez
Family Support Worker
Dingley's Promise
emma.garcia@dingley.org.uk
Mobile: 0749 5446053
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Early Years - Your Local Children’s Centre’s

Speech and Language Drop In Katesgrove Children's Centre 2nd Wednesday of each month, 9.00 to 11.30am,
contact children's centre for more details.
Elgar Road, Reading, RG2 0BN Tel: 0118 9375664
Speech and Language Therapist will be available at Coley Children's Centre to answer any questions/concerns you
may have about your child's speech and language development.
3rd Thursday 9am-11.30am
St Mary & All Saints C of E Primary School, Wensley Road RG1 6DU Tel: 0118 9372535
Speech and Language Therapist will be available at Southcote Children's Centre to answer any questions/concerns
you may have about your child's speech and language development. 4 th Wednesday 9am-11.30am 85 Coronation
Square, Southcote, RG30 3QP Tel: 0118 9372535
Speech and Language Drop in @ Ranikhet Children’s Centre. An S & L Therapist will be available to answer any
questions/concerns you may have about your child's speech and language development. No need to book. Every 1st &
3rd Monday of the month 1pm to 4pm
Spey Road, Tilehurst, RG30 4ED Tel: 0118 937 5221
Speech and Language Therapist at Battle Library will be available to answer any questions/concerns you may have
about your child's speech and language development. No need to book 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month 9am-12pm.
Battle Library, 420 Oxford Road, RG30 1EE Tel: 9375221
Speech & Language Drop in @ Caversham Children’s Centre. Concerned about your child's speech or language
development? Come along and have a chat and pick up handy tips and tools. This session takes place on alternate
weeks on a Tuesday each month 9.30am-12pm. 0118 9375664
Speech and Language Drop In @ Sun Street. Speech and language therapist available for access to advice for under
5s during open morning session at children's centre 1st Tuesday every month; 9.30am - 12.00 noon, Sun Street,
Reading, RG1 3JX Tel: 0118 9375664
Speech and Language Drop In @ SureStart Whitley. Please come along to a speech and language therapy drop in
clinic 2nd Tuesday each month 1.30pm - 4pm. 252 Northumberland Avenue, Reading, RG2 7QA Tel: 0118 9207532
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Stages not Ages
Come and have fun with lights sounds, textures and songs!
Stages not Ages is a small stimuli based experience for non-mobile babes and young children with extra
developmental needs where a group based on ages would be inappropriate.
Aimed at premature babies and those with additional needs.
Mondays 12.30 - 1.30pm Tadley Community Centre, Newchurch Road Tadley RG26 4HN
Tuesdays 1 - 2pm Beansheaf Community Centre, Charrington Road, Calcot, Reading RG31 7AW.
Fridays 10.30 - 11.30am Carnation Hall, Chavey Down Road, Winkfield Row, Bracknell, RG42 7PA.
For more information or to book a place, please contact Lucy Williams E:contact@stagesnotages.com Tel: 07808
804432

The Messy Club @ Jelly
The Messy Club is an art club for disabled children and adults in Reading, led by Luisa. Luisa’s daughter Emmy has
CHARGE syndrome and is deaf and it is this experience that empowered Luisa to start the Messy Club. Messy Club is
based at jelly every Tuesday from 12.30pm -2pm and is a small group tailored to suit everyone’s needs.
Please note that this session may be messy. Please bring your own apron and baby wipes. We do not have a toilet
within our unit public toilets are located a short walk away. We will provide water for hand washing.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-messy-club-broad-st-mall-winterspring-term-tickets-42601978665?lang=engb&locale=en_GB&view=domo
Unit 33 Broad Street Mall, Reading. We're near New Look!
Luisa Garcia 07809 709363

Kanga Tots
@ Red Kangaroo Trampolining Centre
Every day Kanga Tots - special toddler only
bounce
Mon-Fri 10am to 12noon;
Sat & Sun 9am to 10am.
60 minute sessions £5 child.
An adult must bounce with the child, however there is
no charge for them!
Tel: 0118 324 8884
jumpreading@redkangaroo.co.uk
Red Kangaroo Trampolining Centre

(Our House)
Toutley Road, Wokingham
RG41 1QN
Tel: during office hours on
07393 407169
www.bftf.org.uk email:
admin@bftf.org.uk

Pre School Play Group
A small, friendly and inclusive playgroup usually held
twice a month for babies and children with any
additional need or disability. No diagnosis necessary.
A range of play activities and experiences provided
as well as the opportunity for parents to relax and
meet. Pre-school age siblings very welcome.
All sessions are on a Friday from 9:30am

Red Kangaroo, 8 Bridgewater Close,
Reading RG30 1JT

23 March, 27 April, 11 May, 25 May, 15 June

Created by Local Offer-DISC/FIS 01/03/2018 www.reading.gov.uk/servicesguide | 0118 937 3777 | localoffer@reading.gov.uk 15

Holiday Clubs… Bookable Holiday Clubs and Activities for Children/Young People with Special Educational Needs/Disabilities
Reading Play – Holiday Play Clubs
(excludes bank holidays)

Reading Borough Council Holiday Playclubs are a full childcare facility for children aged 4 years old (in full time
education) to 12 years old (up to their 13th birthday) during the school holidays. Children are fully supervised within an
open play service, and enjoy a variety of safe and exciting activities in comfortable surroundings.
If a SEND is highlighted in our booking process we may request additional support forms to be completed prior to
attending the setting. This allows the teams to make a judgement and communicate with the parent on what support
we could provide.
To find out more about these clubs and for pricing and booking information please go to:
http://www.readingplay.co.uk/playclubs-after-school-clubs/
Tel: 0118 9372636 Email: reading.play@reading.gov.uk

Challengers Youth Schemes
Where: Brookfields School, Sage Road, Tilehurst, Reading RG31 6SW
When: Easter & Summer Holidays & Saturday’s Term time
Timetables: Challengers Youth Scheme Easter Holidays 2018 Challengers Youth Scheme Spring Term 2018
Cost: £22 Time: 10am - 4pm
Challengers Youth Schemes are for young people aged 13-18 we have a programme of activities and trips out - for
example, trips to London, skiing, swimming, bowling, cinema, lunch out at Pizza Express and more. As well as this,
there is also time to hang out and make friends. We promote a programme of activities for each youthscheme so that
you can choose the day and the scheme you want to book. Up to half the spaces are reserved for young people who
have complex impairments and need 1:1 support.
How to Book: Call Kim Anfield on 07816 335 392
Email: ReadingYouthscheme@disability-challengers.org
Challengers 01483 230 939.

TAG Holiday Club
Come and join the fun this Easter 2018
Where: The Avenue School, Conwy Close, Tilehurst, Reading (note change of venue)
When: Tuesday 3rd, Wednesday 4th, Thursday 5th & Friday 6th April
Please email TAG tag.holiday.club@hotmail.co.uk
Time: 10am - 4pm
We welcome all children aged between 8 -18 years with Autism who have a severe learning disability and/or challenging
behaviour. There are spaces for up to 14 children each day
•
•
•

Children must have a diagnosis of Autism
Schools must verify/endorse additional education support
Cost £20 per day, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE

Please check out our new website for more details on our admissions criteria and to download booking forms
www.tagholiday.club or email us at tag.holiday.club@hotmail.co.uk

Norcot Holiday Play Club
Where: Norcot Early Years Centre, 82 Lyndhurst Road, Tilehurst, Reading, RG30 6UB
When: 26th March – 6th April (Closed Good Friday & Bank Holiday Monday)
An inclusive holiday club for children aged 3 - 6 years and 11 months, aiming to provide fun activities and care for all
children, whatever their needs. Please provide a packed lunch (no nut products).
To book: Email: admin@norcot.reading.sch.uk Tel: 0118 937 5577 www.norcotearlyyearscentre.co.uk
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Thumbs Up
Easter 2018
Thumbs Up Club for children with Additional Needs aged 3-19
Where:
When:
April.
Times:
Cost:

Addington school Woodlands Avenue Woodley (next to Bulmershe Leisure Centre)
Wednesday 4th, Thursday 5th Friday 6th, Monday 9th, Tuesday 10th, Wednesday 11th and Thursday 12th
9.30am to 4.00pm
£25 per day for bookings and payment received before 16th March.

The Online bookings will open on February 26th and can be accessed at www.thumbsupclub.co.uk
For bookings received after 16 March there will be a one-off administration fee of £15
Unfortunately, individual funding is not available but some of the cost is claimable as part of the Working Tax Credit
for those eligible.
A mini-bus service, will operate in the Wokingham and south/east Reading areas ONLY, there is an additional cost of
£10 per day per child for transport.
We must emphasise places are very limited and will be confirmed after March 16.
The club reserves the right not to accept certain booking requests or accept them on a trial basis or set certain
conditions, if the club manager so decides.
Any queries please contact bookings@thumbsupclub.co.uk enquiries@thumbsupclub.co.uk

Reading FC Community Trust Soccer Schools - Inclusive
For ages 5 – 14 (this can vary slightly depending on activity and location)
Where: Venues Vary – Please see flyer attached with dates and booking details.
When: Easter & Whitsun
For more information or to book a place, please call: 0118 9681460 / 0118 9681480
Visit: www.community.readingfc.co.uk

Animal Ranger Days
Where: Heroes Farm, Bartlett’s Lane Holyport Maidenhead SL6 2JD
When: Monday 9th April - Friday 13th April 2018
Time: 10.30am – 3pm For ages 7 – 16years
A chance for your child to become an Animal Ranger for a day, looking after all our lovely animals at the Farm.
They will get involved hands on with all the animals, cleaning, feeding, exercising, and lots of petting and handling.
Walk with the goats, feed the alpacos, hold a snake, a great fun educational day for children suitable for ages 7 - 16
years
Cost £28.00 per session
For bookings dawndingwall@btinternet.com
www.animalrangers.co.uk

Leighton Park School Holiday Club
Where: Shinfield Road, Reading, RG2 7DE
When: Please contact Leighton Park for dates
An inclusive holiday club for children aged 5-14 years old. Activities include: Archery, climbing wall, den building,
swimming, trampolining, arts & crafts and lots more.
Opening times for 2018: Early Bird Club: 7.30am-3.30pm or 7.30am-5.30pm, Normal Day: 8.30am-3.30pm or 8.30am5.30pm.
For more information/booking forms and prices
www.leightonpark.com/enterprises Email: activities@leightonpark.com
Tel: 0118 987 9538
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Short Breaks/Respite
What is a Short Break?
Short breaks are provided to give:
•Children and young people with a disability can have enjoyable experiences away from their primary carers, thereby
contributing to their personal and social development and reducing social isolation;
•Parents, carers and families can have a necessary and valuable break from caring responsibilities.
These breaks can include a variety of options including clubs offering 2 hour sessions through to overnight and weekend
activities and can be offered by community & voluntary organisations, and take place in the community, in the child’s
own home, the home of an approved carer or a residential setting.
Short Breaks in Reading for Children & Young People with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities.
Cost: Please note that where a cost is not specified we would recommend contacting the provider directly or visit their
website.
Referral: Some of the short breaks listed below will require a referral to access the service, this information can be
found on the individual records, others you can self refer.
Click on the links below to find out more about their service.
Animal Rangers
Appleberry Care Ltd
Auticulate
Autism Berkshire Games Club
Autism Berkshire - Lego Club West Berkshire
Bphab Youth Club
Challengers Reading Youth Scheme
Chance to Dance Special Needs Dance Club
Cressingham Resource Centre
Dimensions - Reading Short Breaks & Outreach
Radis Community Care
Friendly Faces Home Help
RBC Outreach Team
Saturday Club
Shared Lives Scheme - Reading Borough Council
Call Us - Sitting Service
Smiles Club
Reading Mencap Saturday Club
Reading Mencap Youth Club
Vision England - RNIB
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Clubs, Groups & Community Activities
Young Carers’ Youth Clubs
Reading Borough Council runs a Young Carers’ Project for young people aged between 5 and 19 who are defined as
‘carers’. We define a young carer as: A child or young person who cares for a relative and carries out an inappropriate
level of duties around the home or provides emotional or physical support to their parents or siblings.
In the young carers project, we aim to give the child or young person some time away from their responsibilities to
meet other young carers’, develop life skills, have someone to talk to and above all, have some fun. The project is
not there to judge or question what the children or young people do but support them. We run three youth clubs – all
run at Fairview Youth Club – which are divided according to age.
•Seniors for 12 – 19 year olds Mondays 5 – 7.30pm
•Inters for 9 – 12 year olds Tuesdays 4 – 6pm
•Juniors for 5 -9 year-olds Wednesdays 4 – 6pm
A light snack will be provided to tide you over till dinner time and we may be able to support with transport.
For further information about these clubs, please contact kelvin Husbands E: kelvin.husbands@reading.gov.uk

(Our House)
Toutley Road, Wokingham
RG41 1QN
Tel: during office hours on
07393 407169
www.bftf.org.uk email:
admin@bftf.org.uk

Saturday Clubs
Third Saturday of each month:
11am-1pm Physical disability and/or Down Syndrome
3pm-5pm Autism and similar additional needs

Play Group
Pre-school age siblings very welcome.
Every Tuesday in term time, 9.30am to 11.30am

Therapy Programmes
We offer a range of subsidised therapy sessions
throughout the year. This includes physiotherapy,
conductive education, speech and language support and
occupational therapy.

School Holidays
We offer Stay & Play drop in sessions, enabling the whole
family to relax at the centre, enjoy our facilities, to
socialise and play.

Chance to Dance
SEN Dance Club
Chance to Dance is a unique dance school, that prides
it's self in adapting movement and music for all children
and young adults with a disability. Giving them access
to a dance school and other activities that are
structured and designed around who they are and their
needs.

What to Expect
Welcome circle
Introduce everyone - a chance for the students to meet
others and to develop upon communication
Warm up
Corner and floor work
Dance routine incorporating various dance styles
Cool down and Relaxation
Sensory Play
The students will practice the routines each lesson and
then perform for parents and family friends in
a showcase once a year if they wish.
We run classes in Reading & Martin’s Heron in Bracknell
– For more information please visit
Chance to Dance - SEN Dance Club
Tel:07736343570 vickieandrews50@hotmail.co.uk
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AUTICULATE
Auticulate is an educational club for children and young
people in mainstream schools with an ASD diagnosis. We
help children and young people improve their
communication, social and independence skills.
We run a Junior (ages 8-11) and Senior (ages 12-16)
group out of the New Hope Centre in York Road,
Reading, RG1 8DU on alternate Wednesdays during
term-time from 4.30pm – 6.30pm.

For more information about Auticulate, please contact:
Wendy
wendy@auticulate.org.uk
Mobile: 07791 243953
Auticulate Website: http://www.auticulate.org.uk/
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Clubs, Groups & Community Activities…
Saturday Club

Smiles Club

RBC In house service – referral required

`

Where: Tilehurst Youth Centre, The Triangle,
Reading, RG30 4RN
When: Thursdays, term-time only
Time: 3.30pm-5.30pm,
For ages 13-17 years

A Saturday Club for young people with learning
disabilities
For ages 13-19yrs
Where: South Reading Youth Club, 25
Northumberland Avenue, Reading, RG2 7QA
When: The club runs on the last Saturday of each
month.
Time: 10am-4pm

A club for young people with mild/moderate learning
difficulties, where they are given the opportunity to
integrate with young volunteers in a fun and relaxed
environment.

To find out if you are eligible please contact:
Contact- Chris Page 0118 937 6130
Email: christopher.page@reading.gov.uk

Contact- Chris Page 0118 937 6130
Email: christopher.page@reading.gov.uk

Bphab Youth Club

RBC Part Funded Service

Where: Berkshire Phab, MAPP Centre, 22 Mount Pleasant, Reading, RG1 2TD
When: Saturdays 9.30am - 1pm Cost £5 per session For ages: 9-18
For young people with and without disabilities. There’s a range of activities available, including
games on the playstation or Wii, giving the club’s robot mascot a seasonal makeover, getting
sporty with table tennis or basketball, creating a culinary masterpiece or chilling out in the
fantastic sensory room.
Siblings are welcome, and parents don’t have to stay (although we are not able to provide personal care).
For further details:
Tel: 0118 916 8412 / 8413, Email: info@berkshirephab.org
www.berkshirephab.org www.facebook.com/berkshirephab

Raft Club
Where: The Avenue School, Conwy Close, Tilehurst, Reading, RG30 4BZ
When: 2nd and 4th Saturday every month
There is no charge for this club.
The RAFT Club has been set up to provide support for families of children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder living in
Reading. The club employs play workers who organise activities for children aged 4-12 years. Booking essential.
For further details: Contact Michele Page, Tel: 0118 9471438, Email: michelepage22@hotmail.co.uk

Engine Shed
Where: Katesgrove Children’s Centre, Waterloo Meadows, Elgar Rd, Off Berkley Avenue, Reading, RG2 0BN
When: March 24th, April 28th, June 30th – dates through to December can be viewed on their website link below.
Time: 11am-2pm free biscuits & drinks Free entry, all welcome
The Engine Shed is a special interest group for children and young people with autism.
If you would like to know more, require clarifications or just want to check sessions are on before you travel, please
contact the Coordinator Sarah at reading@theengineshed.org.uk
Dates for 2018 - http://www.theengineshed.org.uk/reading/
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Clubs, Groups & Community Activities…
Reading Mencap Clubs for children & Young People…

Clubs for children with a learning disability
Reading Mencap, 21 Alexandra Road, Reading, RG1 5PE
For further details, to attend or to find out if transport is available please contact us on
0118 966 2518 / office@readingmencap.org.uk www.readingmencap.org.uk
Clubs for children with a learning disability
Reading Mencap runs two Saturday clubs for children and young people with a learning disability.
These clubs give young people the chance to meet new friends, get involved in a variety of
activities and to have fun.
Saturday Club for ages 8 – 11 years

RBC Funded Resource

The club runs every Saturday during term time (including half-terms) from 9am – 12pm.
Saturday Club enjoy a range of activities and games. Recently, Saturday Club have been busy
learning new cookery skills and are looking forward to going out on trips to a café, soft play and
the park.
Cost: £3 per session. www.readingmencap.org.uk/services/for-children/saturday-club/

Please note that in order for your 8 year old to qualify, their birthday must be on or before the
31st August
Youth Club for ages 12 – 18 years

RBC Funded Resource

The club runs every Saturday in term-time (including half-terms) from 2pm – 5pm
Activities include games, karaoke, sports, arts & crafts, trips out and generally having fun!
Cost: £3 per session www.readingmencap.org.uk/services/for-children/youth-club/
Siblings Club for 8 – 16 year olds
Reading Mencap runs a Siblings Club for the brothers and sisters of children who use our services.
This group meets about six times a year during the school holidays and is a great place for young
people to socialise and meet new friends. Recent activities have included go-karting, pottery
painting and a trip to an ice-cream parlour!
www.readingmencap.org.uk/services/for-children/saturday-club/
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Autism Berkshire Clubs…
Autism Berkshire - Games Club

RBC Funded Resource

Where: Club is held at: Emmer Green Youth & Community Centre, Grove Road, Reading, RG4 8LN
When: 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month and is open to young people with an ASC living in Reading
Games Club gives children the chance to make friends, play games and enjoy other activities including table tennis and
table football.
The Club is funded by Reading Borough Council’s Short Breaks Service to give parents and cares with autistic children
some time for themselves.
Time: from 2pm-4pm
Ages 8-15 years
Please contact Tracy White on 0118 959 4594 or email: contact@autismberkshire.org.uk

Autism Berkshire – Trampolining
Where: Sessions in Reading are held at Crosfields School, Shinfield Road, RG2 9BL, and Meadway Sports Centre, Conwy
Close, RG30 4BZ. Contact Autism Berkshire for dates at each venue. Booking essential.
When: Fortnightly on Saturdays during school terms
Special sessions for children and young people with autism spectrum conditions, which help to develop sensory and
motor skills and boost fitness. For ages 5-17 years, sessions are free.
Due to the popularity of this activity, there is a waiting list for places. Please contact the Autism Berkshire office to
register.
For further details: Tel: 0118 959 4594 or email: trampolining@autismberkshire.org.uk

Autism Berkshire - Free Family Swimming Sessions
Where: Rivermead Leisure Complex, Richfield Avenue Reading RG1 8EQ
When: First Saturday of each month 4pm - 5pm.These Autism-friendly sessions area for the whole family, including
siblings, and give everyone the chance to relax and have fun.
For dates or to book a place call 0118 9594 594 contact@autismberkshire.org.uk

Lego Club
Where: Saturdays 9.30-11.30am at Woolhampton Village Hall, Bath Road, Woolhampton, RG7 5RE.
When: March 10th, March 24th, April 8th, April 22nd, May 13th, May 27th, June 24th, July 8th, July 22nd, September
9th, September 23rd, October 14th, November 11th, November 25th, December 9th 2018
The club is for children aged 8 to 15 years with an autism spectrum condition and meets at Woolhampton, in West
Berkshire.
Due to the club’s popularity, places need to be booked in advance by contacting the organiser, Jo Roberts, who is Autism
Berkshire’s Home Visit Support Worker for West Berkshire.
There is a charge of £5 per child, per session. There is currently a waiting list for this club.
For more information about Lego Club and to book places, contact Jo Roberts on 07907 464 440 or email
jo@autismberkshire.org.uk

Family Fun Days at Thames Valley Adventure Playground
Where: Thames Valley Adventure Playground, Bath Road, Taplow, near Maidenhead, SL6 0PR
When: Sunday – 15th April, 3rd June, 5th August, 14th October & 25th November 2018
Time: Noon to 4pm
A chance for families, including siblings, to relax in a safe, stimulating environment, meet friends and make new ones.
Facilities at the playground, which is designed for children and adults with special needs, include a sandpit, outdoor play
equipment and bikes, plus a soft playroom, sensory room, art and craft activities.
For more information or to register for any of these leisure activities, call the Autism Berkshire office on
01189 594 594 or email admin@autismberkshire.org.uk
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Clubs, Groups & Community Activities…
Red Kangaroo Trampolining Centre – Kanga Calm Special Needs Sessions

Where: 8 Bridgewater Close, Reading, RG30 1JT
When: Sundays & Mondays 6pm-7pm
Enjoy the benefits of rebound therapy at Kanga Calm
Sooth your senses with Kanga Calm, our relaxing trampolining experiences. Ideal for adults and children who just
want to unwind and destress. Autism friendly sessions are available for children with disabilities. £8 per person carers that are not bouncing but assisting are free (just £2 for socks)
Tel: 0118 384 8884 jumpreading@redkangaroo.co.uk

Kids ‘N’ Action

Where: 680 Eskdale Road, Winnersh Triangle Wokingham RG41 5TS (Just off A329M)
When: Second Wednesday of every month from 5-8pm.
Special Needs Night
Adventure Park, High Street (imaginative role play), video games room, sports arena, cafe and much much more. An
inclusive play centre. Wheelchair accessible. Special Needs Night for children of all ages and their families, £5.45
per child, adults and children under 1 go free. Please take valid CANCARD or other documentation as proof of
disability. For more information please visit the website.
0118 968 0983 email info@kids-n-action.com www.kids-n-action.co.uk

Krazy Play Days

Special Needs Nights
Where: Unit 7, Sterling Way, Reading, RG30 6HW
When: Every 2nd Monday of each month 5.15pm - 7.30pm:
Designed for all. Welcome to Krazy Play Days family play and party centre. We have a huge soft play area located in
central Reading offering fantastic safe facilities, great atmosphere and a friendly welcome.
Call: 0118 942 6171 Email: fun@krazyplaydays.co.uk www.krazyplaydays.co.uk

Showcase Cinema Winnersh – Autism Friendly Screening

Showcase host an autism friendly cinema screening on the second Sunday of the month at 10am.
Next autism friendly film screening is The Greatest Showman (PG) Sunday 11

th

March at 10am.

Free entry for carers with a valid CEA Card Apply for a CEA Card
Where: Reading Rd, Winnersh, Wokingham RG41 5HG
Autism Friendly Cinema Screenings
Phone: 0871 220 1000

Vue Cinema Reading – Autism Friendly Screening
Vue host an autism friendly on the last Sunday of the month at 10.15am

Vue’s next autism friendly film screening is "TBC" on Sunday 25th March at 10:15am. Please check the website
for updates.
Free entry for carers with a valid CEA Card Apply for a CEA Card
Where: The Oracle Centre Reading RG1 2AG
Autism Friendly Cinema Screenings
Phone: 0345 308 4620
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What’s on, Events & Workshops…
Parenting Special Children (PSC)
PSC run various courses and workshops & Parenting Programmes throughout the year, such as:
 Pre & Post Autism Workshops
 Pre & Post ADHD Workshops
 Time Out for ADHD
 Time Out for Autism
 Anxiety & Autism Workshop
 Sleep Workshops
 Pre & Post Diagnosis Support
 Looked After and Adopted Children with Special Needs
 Time out for Special Needs
 Parenting Support
 Bespoke Training
 Autism Girls Monthly Speaker Events
For information on courses, workshops and much more, please Tel: 0118 9863532 Email:
admin@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk or visit: www.parentingspecialchildren.co.uk

Autism Berkshire – Pre-assessment Workshops
Autism Berkshire provides a wide range of workshops for parents and carers of children and young people living with
autism.
Among those available in Reading are:







Pre-assessment workshops for parents and carers of children on the waiting list for a Berkshire CAMHS autism
assessment
Family Seminars on understanding autism, managing anger and sensory needs
Supporting Teenagers workshops for parents of children aged 11+ with autism who attend mainstream schools.
Internet Safety for Parents and Carers, offering advice on how to support children and teenagers online
Positive Thinking for Parents and Carers,
Mental Health, delivered by specialists from the Centre for Autism at the University of Reading

Full details of all our workshops are available online at our website www.autismberkshire.org.uk
If you would like more details of any of our workshops, call 01189 594 594 or email admin@autismberkshire.org.uk

The Prince's Trust
The Trust supports people aged 13-30 who are looking to make a change in their lives?
If you're unemployed or struggling at school, The Prince's Trust can help you in a number of ways, including free training
courses, brand new experiences, support, mentoring and finance.
We provide a different course in different subjects every month, so we try to cater to as many different young people
and their needs as we can.
We meet or talk on the phone to all young people who are interested in a Princes Trust course and we will assess with
the young person what the right course is for them and what individual support needs that they require.
If a certain course from a practical standpoint is not suitable for the young person or we feel we won’t be able to give
the young person the support that they need, we will continue to engage with that young person and try and get them
on the course that’s right for them.
Contact Stephen Todd
Tel: 07904 665973

Email: stephen.todd@princes-trust.org.uk www.princes-trust.org.uk
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What’s on, Events & Workshops…
Parenting Special Children
Parenting Special Children are hosting a number of events:
Camp Mohawk Easter Family Fun Day – Saturday 7th April 11am-4pm
Camp Mohawk, Highfield Lane, Crazies Hill, Wargrave RG10 8PU
Cost: Free
Looked After & Adopted Children (LAAC) Family Fun Day - Sunday 13th May
Thames Valley Adventure Playground, Bath Road, Taplow, Maidenhead, SL6 0PR
Cost: £5 per family (up to 3 children per booking)
Autumn Prom – Friday 21st September 7.30pm – 11.30pm – Details on website
To find out more and booking details, visit Parenting Special Children
Tel: 0118 983 9080 email: admin@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk
Violence and Challenging Behaviour Conference - Thursday 26 April 2018
Our Parenting Special Children 2018 conference is aimed at providing Parents/Carers and
Practitioners with a greater understanding of the impact of Child to Parent Violence and
Aggression on the child/young person and their parents/carers, and provides examples of
different strategies and approaches to help manage this.
For further information: PSC Conference 2018

Workshops for Practitioners
Parenting Special Children offers a number of topic-based workshops and conferences to
professionals working with children and young people with special needs at very competitive
prices.
We have the following workshops coming up:
15 March 2018 – Managing ADHD in the Classroom
10 May 2018 – The Challenges of Social Media for children and young people separated from
birth families
17 May 2018 – Managing Sensory Processing in children with special needs and/or disabilities
14 June 2018 – Supporting Autistic Girls in the classroom
2 July 2018 – Foetal Alcohol Syndrome
For further information: Workshops for Practitioners
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What’s on, Events & Workshops…

Music for Mothers day with Mairi Cowieson and Friends
Sunday 11th March, 11.30am (Relaxed Performance) and 2pm @Norden Farm.
Bring the whole family and sing along to a fabulous 45 minutes of music from stage and screen.
Come in costume or grab something from our fancy dress box before the concert.
Concertini are proud to announce their first relaxed performance at Norden Farm Centre for the Arts. This concert
will be perfect for families who may find going to a concert challenging, in particular parents with babies or children
with an Autistic Spectrum Condition, learning disability or sensory and communication disorder.

Founder Julia Bentley Dawkes says:
‘Music is for everyone and a relaxed performance is a great way for family and friends to experience the magic of live
music together in a relaxed and friendly environment.’
This specially adapted performance will include songs from Mary Poppins, Matilda and Frozen all performed by West
End singer Mairi Cowieson. Quiet toys, musical worksheets and colouring will all be available during the performance
as well as the chance to meet the musicians before and after the concert.

What is a Relaxed Concertini?
Relaxed performances are open to anyone, but are intended to cater for people who may find going to a concert
challenging, in particular parents with babies or children with an Autistic Spectrum Condition, learning disability or
sensory and communication disorder.
A relaxed performance is a great way for family and friends to experience the magic of live music together in an a
relaxed and friendly environment. Feel free to move around, sing, dance, clap or just chill out on our bean bags.

What can I expect?
We’ve made a few changes to our usual Concertini format to allow everyone to enjoy themselves. The lighting and
sound levels will be kept low and everyone will have the opportunity to meet the musicians before the concert
begins.
There will be room to move around and get comfy and quiet toys, colouring and work sheets will be available
throughout the concert if you or a member of your party needs some time out.
We will also be keeping some of the doors open in case you want to come or go during the performance.
For further information, contact Julia on info@concertini.co.uk or call her on 07973 335146
www.concertini.co.uk

About Concertini
A ‘Concertini’ is a short, inspirational live music experience aimed at the whole family. Each Concertini features a
different live musician or ensemble and is produced in a relaxed and enjoyable way.
Concertini was formed in May 2015 by Julia Bentley Dawkes. As a music graduate, flute teacher and mum of two
young children, Julia passionately believes that everyone can benefit from live music and the earlier we introduce it
the better.
Many of our concerts are themed and children are encouraged to get into the spirit of these by dressing up for the
occasion. Refreshments, colouring, and musical worksheets are available, as well as the chance to meet the
instruments and even have a go!
Concerts last around 45 minutes and are currently scheduled to take place in venues and schools throughout Berkshire
and Buckinghamshire.

Norden Farm, Altwood Road, Maidenhead, SL6 4PF Tel: 01628 788997
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What’s on, Events & Workshops…
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What’s on, Events & Workshops…

Windsor Fun Fest
Sunday 25th March 2pm-6pm
This event is for children with both physical/sensorial and learning difficulties
The FunFest will be held at the Windsor Leisure Centre for the exclusive use of the FunFest. Only
parents and siblings will be allowed to attend. This event is for children with both physical/sensorial and
learning difficulties and will be a great day out – with no entrance or attraction fee!
Attractions will include: - Human Table Football, Obstacle Course, Bungee Run, Soft Play Area, Wii
Machine, Bouncy Castles and new for this year is a Children’s Entertainer for the 3 – 8 year olds, as well
as the Leisure Pool with wave machine, slides etc. The event will run from 2.00 through to 6.00, with
exclusive use of the leisure pool from 4.00pm. Further information can be found at: http://www.windsorlions.co.uk/events/funfest/
There are still places available so just complete the attached registration form and email/post it back to
us. If you know of someone in a similar position to yourself, please forward this email onto them.
Don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any queries.
Paul Skinner
Windsor Lions Event Organiser
18 Vernon Drive
Ascot, Berkshire SL5 8TW
Tel: 07980 547147
Email: funfest@windsorlions.co.uk

Vision England - RNIB
Sign up now for the experience of a lifetime
Vision England is an exciting residential programme for 14-17 year olds with vision impairment. Build your
confidence and independence, learn new skills, have fun and make lifelong friends – what are you waiting for?
One thing I can guarantee is that everyone enjoys their time with us, it's fun, interesting, challenging and I would
be very surprised if they didn't enjoy it.
Three fun-filled residentials over a year.
You must be:
 able to attend all residential dates for your chosen venue
 blind or partially sighted
 at least 14 years old on 1 April 2018.
 aged 17 or under on 1 November 2018.
 reasonably able to maintain your own personal hygiene and routine.
 Willing and physically able to camp outdoors in the summer and take part in set outdoor activities designed
as a group.
 willing to undertake small tasks at home that will lead you towards obtaining the John Muir Award.
Tel: 07702819996 email: Fiona.McNaught@rnib.org.uk
www.rnib.org.uk
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Family Support…

Reading & West
Berkshire Carers
Hub
Are you- or is someone you know providing
much needed care for a loved one?
How can we help you?
Carers Trust provides a range of support services which
can be accessed via the Carers Hub- funded by Reading
Borough Council, West Berkshire Council, North and
West Reading CCG, South reading CCG and Newbury &
District CCG.
What kind of support do we provide?
The Reading and West Berkshire Carers Hub can offer:
 Information, advice and guidance
 Signpost to other services/ organisations
 Access to support groups
 Free access to local leisure, health and wellbeing facilities.
 ‘CarerSmart’ benefits and discounts card
 Free training
 Carer’s grants.
To more information, please call 0118 324 7333 or
alternately email: ask@berkshirecarershub.org

Radis Community Care (Supported
Living Reading)
Homecare agencies, Supported living
(Formerly called Greenslade Solutions
Ltd)
Specialisms/services
Eating disorders, Learning disabilities, Mental health
conditions, Personal care, Physical disabilities,
Sensory impairments, Substance misuse problems
Caring for children (0 - 18yrs)
We provide:
 Outreach
 Sitting Service
 1:1 for Young People
 Respite Service
We offer a tailored package of support for each child
or adult or adhoc services.
Clients can pay for services using Direct Payments.
Tel: 0118 986 1135
Email: greenslade@radis.co.uk
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Family Support…
Reading Community Welfare Rights
Reading Community Welfare Rights Unit has been delivering high quality advice in and around Reading since 1988.
We are committed to providing a specialist advice service to all sectors of the local community in the area of Welfare
Benefits & Housing advice.
Our Service is free, confidential, independent and impartial. We believe in equality for all.
0118 955 1070 (Mon - Fri 10am to 3pm) advisor@readingspecialist.co.uk
101 Oxford Road, Reading RG1 7UD

CommuniCare Advice, Information and Support
We are an advice and support centre based in the Community of East Reading. Our service is confidential and free. We
provide all sorts of practical help and information including: Benefits checking and welfare rights; Form filling for
claims; Housing advice; Debt Advice; Employment advice. Information on living with disabilities and advice for carers:
Local community information; Details on health issues and services; Dealing with divorce and separation; Free Internet
access during drop-ins; Legal Advice Clinic; Letter writing.
We run outreach advice sessions every Monday 10.30am to 12.30pm at Whitley Community Cafe (Northumberland
Avenue, Reading RG2 7QA) and every Tuesday at the CCA Support Centre, Oxford Road, Reading.
Daily sessions available from 10am at the CommuniCare Advice Centre at 233 Kings Road.
0118 926 3941 office@communicare.org.uk http://www.communicare.org.uk

Reading Information, Advice & Support Service for SEND (Formerly The
Parent Partnership)
Reading Information, Advice & Support Service for SEND (ReadingIASS) offers free confidential and impartial advice and
support to Reading parents and carers who have children (up to the age of 25) with special educational needs. The
service also offers all parents (whether the child has special educational needs or not) advice and support with
secondary transfer. This service operates term time only and can be contacted as follows:
Email: iass@reading.gov.uk
•
•

Tel: 0118 937 3421
www.readingiass.org/

Parenting Special Children - Pre and Post Diagnosis Support
Parenting Special Children is a local charity and everyone that works for the charity is a parent of a child with an
additional need. We aim to help parents/carers in many areas:
 A listening ear from our Diagnosis Support Service
 Talk to a fellow parent/carer with our Peer Supporter Service
 Parenting Programmes including strategies for Parents/Carers
 Sleep Service including Sleep Workshops and Sleep Clinics




Pre & Post Autism Workshops
Pre & Post ADHD Workshops

The Diagnosis Support Service offers a one-to-one Peer Support Service for parents/carers of children recently
diagnosed with additional needs – a disability, learning difficulty, developmental delay or a genetic disorder. This service
is for parents in the Berkshire West Area (Reading, Wokingham & Newbury areas).
www.parentingspecialchildren.co.uk dss@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk Tel: 07990 761676
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Family Support from Autism Berkshire…
The Autism Berkshire Benefits Service
Autism Berkshire's Benefits Service is expanding. In addition to help completing application forms and preparing for
appeals, our Benefits Adviser Kevin Jackson is now available to represent people at benefit assessment hearings and
appeal tribunals.
In addition to helping with benefit applications for individuals and families living with autism, Kevin is now able to
assist people with a number of conditions related to autism, including severe dyslexia, dyspraxia, obsessive
compulsive disorder (OCD) and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).
He can help with the following benefits:
Universal Credit; Employment & Support Allowance; Jobseeker's Allowance, Carer's Allowance, Disability Living
Allowance, Personal Independence Payment, Housing Benefit and Council Tax.
Kevin is available for one-to-one appointments at our office in Reading. There is a £10 refundable deposit for
daytime appointments, which will be returned once someone attends an appointment.
Evening appointments are also available, but these are subject to a £40 non-refundable charge.
Representing people at benefit assessment hearings and appeal tribunals is subject to a £40 non-refundable charge.
Advice and representation for benefit applications related to severe dyslexia, dyspraxia, OCD and ADHD is subject to
a £60 non-refundable charge.
For more information see autismberkshire.org.uk/benefits-service/ and to book appointments, call Kevin Jackson or
Autism Berkshire’s administrator, Claire Finnerty, on 01189 594 594 or email admin@autismberkshire.org.uk

Autism Berkshire Support Services include:
Helpline
Home Visiting
Craft Group
Workshop for Parents & Carers
Grandparents Support Group
Reading Parent Carer Support Group
Community Learning for Autistic Adults
Socialeyes Course
For more information about the group, call 01189 594 594 or email
contact@autismberkshire.org.uk
Unit 7, Richfield Place12 Richfield AvenueReadingBerkshireRG1 8EQ
http://www.autismberkshire.org.uk/leisure-and-social-activities/
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Family Support…
Reading Mencap Family Advice Service
Our unique Family Support Scheme provides practical help to individuals with learning disabilities and their families.
We can help access support and information on a range of issues – including education, benefits, housing and social
care, as well as issues surrounding transitions in the lives of children and young adults.
Our Family Advisers are experienced professionals in learning disabilities and Autism. Their experience across
children's and adult services enables them to empower families, ensuring that they can go on to make informed
choices with the information we provide.
For more information or to make an appointment, please call us on 0118 966 2518 or email
office@readingmencap.org.uk. You can also drop into Reading Mencap at 21 Alexandra Road, Reading RG1 5PE
between 9.30am and 1.30pm (Mon-Fri).

New Bridge Nursery
Snowflake Centre
A Nursery Setting for children who have been
diagnosed with a High-Functioning Autism
Spectrum Condition. We are based within New
Bridge Nursery School, Montague Road,
Caversham RG4 5AU.
We are an experienced and caring team. Our
team works closely with the children and their
families. We welcome visits, and any questions
you may have.

To speak to a member of staff please call the
Snowflake Centre on 0118 937 5580
www.newbridgenursery.reading.sch.uk

ASD Family Help
A 'User Led' independent and voluntary group that offers free
support and advice to individuals on the autistic spectrum,
their parents, carers and professionals within Wokingham and
West Berkshire Boroughs, Berkshire UK.
We aim to help improve services for children and adults with
ASD, their parents, carers & professionals, through raising
awareness of ASD by providing a number of services (subject
to funding) including support, activities, short breaks, events
and much more…
For family or child sessions, please contact
Rachael@asdfamilyhelp.org
For adult support or sessions, please contact
Jayne@asdfamilyhelp.org
Tel: 07707 660 599 email: contact@asdfamilyhelp.org
ASD Family Help

ACRE Family Support Team (Alafia)
Supporting black and minority ethnic families with a child or Young Person (0-25) with additional
needs or disabilities.
First Tuesday of the Month - Alafia Parent Carer support group
Contact for location Tel: 01189510279 email: info@acre-reading.org
Second Monday of the Month Alafia at Special Needs Evening Krazy Playdays 5.30 -7.30pm. Come find out about
Alafia. Alafia will pay for children registered with the service.
For more information and support please contact Tel: 0118 9510279 Email: info@acre-reading.org
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This Service is provided by Reading
Borough Council’s Family Information
Service
Contact us on:
Tel: 0118 937 3777 (opt 2)
localoffer@reading.gov.uk
www.reading.gov.uk/servicesguide

