Local Offer
disc
L
o
c
a
Disability
l

Information
Scheme
Reading
O

f
f
e
r

Newsletter

d
i
 News & Information
s Free Information Workshops
c Information & Advice
 What’s On!
 Childcare
 Support and more…

0118 937 3777
www.reading.gov.uk/disc

Issue Number 13
Spring 2017

Family Information Service, Disability Information Service
(DISC)
The Family Information Service is a statutory service providing FREE individually tailored
information, advice and guidance on any family matter. The service is available to any family
member taking care of children or young people aged 0-25 years of age inclusive as well as
professionals working with families in Reading. Information is available on Ofsted registered
childcare, educational services, support organisations, health, leisure activities, children
centres, special needs and much more.....
The Disability Information Service forms part of the Family Information Service and is a FREE
impartial information, advice and guidance service for 0-25 year olds who have Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). The Local Offer also sits with the Family & Disability
Information Service.
The service is delivered by NVQ Level 3 and Level 4 qualified staff in Information, Advice &
Guidance (IAG).
The Disability Information Service can provide information on the following:












Short Breaks / Respite
Holiday Clubs
What’s on, Leisure Activities and Clubs
Events
Support Groups and Organisations local and national
The Disability Information Scheme (Disc) Newsletter published three times a year.
Information emails keeping parents/carers/practitioners informed on new groups, courses,
events and more…
Information on Financial help for families’
Ofsted registered childcare including childminders who offer provision for children with
special needs
Information on Local Offer, Education & Health Care plans / Personal Budgets
Research – If we don’t have the information we will research it for you!

A free information service for families living and working in Reading.
We are available Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm all year round except for Bank Holidays.
We can be contacted by phone, email or face to face by visiting the Civic Offices in Bridge
Street.
Tel: 0118 9373777 (opt 2) email: disc@reading.gov.uk www.reading.gov.uk/servicesguide
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Welcome to the Spring 2017 edition of Reading DISC
The information in the DISC newsletter is provided by third party organisations therefore Reading Borough
Council cannot guarantee the accuracy of this information. Where appropriate DBS should be requested.
Reading Borough Council does not endorse the information provided.

Disabled Children & Young People’s Register
Reading Borough Council have recently launched the Disabled Children & Young People’s Disability Register which is
hosted on the Reading Services Guide www.reading.gov.uk/servicesguide
The Reading Children and Young Peoples Disability Register is a secure database which aims to capture information
about all children and young people aged 0-25 years with special educational needs and/or disabilities in Reading. The
information that you give us will be used anonymously to show the use of and demand for services in Reading. The
Register is purely voluntary and this information will help us to plan, monitor and develop appropriate facilities and
services for the future for disabled children and their families.
The Children and Young Peoples Disability Register is managed by the Reading Family Information Service. We would
like to encourage as many of you as possible to register so that we can get as clear a picture as possible of the needs
for services in Reading.
To register you must complete an online form which will allow you to provide us with details of your child. We will be
able to use your contact details to keep you up-to-date with developments in services and other relevant information
for disabled children and young people. Disabled Children & Young Peoples Register

For those families who complete the online register, an opportunity to sign up for the free MAX Card will be available.
The MAX Card offers considerable discount on major attractions across the country and on many local attractions in
Berkshire and neighbouring counties. Max Card
To find out more contact the Family Information Service on Tel: 0118 937 3777 (opt 2) or email:
disc@reading.gov.uk
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News & Information

…

Cont’d

What is the Local Offer?
Reading - Local Offer
Reading's Local Offer gives children and young people with special educational needs or disabilities and their families
information about what support and services are available in the local area.
It will help parents, carers and young people to see clearly the range of services, support and information that are
available to them in their local area and understand how to access them.
What is the Local Offer and what does this cover?
•Benefits and financial guidance and assistance
•Health & Social Care
•Schools, Education & Transport
•Leisure and social activities
•Special educational needs
•Short breaks
•Support groups
•Early Years & Childcare
If you don’t have access to a home computer the Local Offer can be viewed online at your local library or visit the
Civic Offices, Bridge Street, Reading, RG1 2LU or call us on 0118 9373777 (option 2)

Portage Service - Reading
The Reading Portage Service is a Home Teaching Programme for Reading families who have pre-school children with
additional support needs.
Portage families are visited in their own home by a trained Portage Home Visitor who offers support, encouragement
and advice. Together with parents the Portage visitor will design and record stimulating activities to help the child
achieve their individual goals.
Requests for our involvement may come directly from parents and carers or professionals (with parental consent)
through the Early Help Hub. Please complete an Early Help Contact Form
Age Range: 18 months- entry into a maintained nursery or school
Portage is suitable if:
The child is of Pre-school age and at least two terms before entering school.
The child has a significant delay in at least one area of their development.
Contact: Deborah Hunter Principal Educational Psychologist
Tel: 0118 937 6895 email: deborah.hunter@reading.gov.uk www.portage.org.uk

Reading & West Berkshire Carers Hub
Are you, or is someone you know, providing much-needed care for a loved one?
Get free access to a range of support and services – right when you need it most.

Carers Trust provides timely, personalised information and support via the Reading & West Berkshire Carers Hub to
make caring for a loved one easier.
For more information, please contact Reading & West Berkshire Carers Hub.
Tel: 0118 324 7333 Email: ask@berkshirecarershub.org
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News & Information

…

Cont’d

Reading Families' Forum

Reading Families’ Forum are a voluntary group of parent carers with children and young people with
a variety of special needs and disabilities.
We hold a coffee evening at Krazy Play Days every half-term with a variety of speakers and a chance for parents
to talk together while the children have fun while supervised by Forum helpers experienced in working with
children with additional needs.
The Forum has groups of parents affiliated to us at 22 schools in Reading. If your school hasn’t already got a
group for parents of children with additional needs, ask us for help in setting one up. It is a great chance to chat to
other parents in the same boat. The Forum also helps arrange speakers on sleep, managing behaviour and anxiety,
finances and more.
The Forum are always keen for parents to join our steering group. We hold parent carer steering groups every
half-term to plan our work over a relaxing coffee. The steering group meet Education, Social Care and Health
managers to discuss the needs of our children. You can do as much or as little as you want. It is great to be working
with like-minded parents to improve things for our children and families.
Reading Families’ Forum fran.morgan.rff@gmail.com Tel: 0776 723 4255

Carers support from health and social care (Carer's Assessment)
•If you are the parent carer for a disabled child or you provide unpaid care and support to a Reading adult (18
years+), you may be eligible for Carer's Support from Reading Borough Council's Social Care Services.

Carer’s Assessment
All carers have the right to a free Carer's Assessment from social services.
The assessment gives carers the opportunity to:
•provide an overview of the care and support you currently provide
•say which caring tasks you are willing and able to continue with and what you need help with
•say how caring impacts on your own health and well-being.
This information will help the Council understand your support needs and decide what support you are eligible for.

How to get an Assessment
Complete an online Carer’s Assessment Carers Assessment Online Form

or Carers Assessment Form (Printable

version)
You can also contact us to request a paper copy:
•0118 937 3747 if you look after a Reading adult
•0118 937 2225 if you are the parent carer of a disabled child
You have the right to have a Carer's Assessment even if the person you look after doesn't want help from social
care. For help with completing your Assessment form please contact the Carers Hub 0118 324 7333

www.reading.gov.uk/servicesguide | 0118 937 3777 | disc@reading.gov.uk

4

3 & 4 Year Old Free Early Years Funding (including 30 Hours ChildcareExtended Entitlement)
All 3 and 4 year old children are entitled to a free part-time early years place at a nursery,
pre-school or childminder before they reach school age. The current universal entitlement for
all 3 and 4-year-olds is 15 hours free childcare per week for 38 weeks of the year - a total of
570 hours per year which will continue.
The government is introducing 30 hours of free childcare as part of the Childcare Act 2016.
The aim is to help working families and allow more parents to work if they want to. From the
1st September 2017 working parents will be entitled to an additional 15 hours of free
childcare a week to make a total of 30 hours. This will be offered for 38 weeks of the year - a
total of 1,140 hours per year.
To find out more about eligibility please visit http://servicesguide.reading.gov.uk/kb5/reading/directory/advice.page?id=dRa1RB6GBgg -

Tax-Free Childcare: Helping Working Parents Pay for Childcare
This year (2017) the government will introduce Tax-Free Childcare, a new UK-wide scheme to
help working parents pay for childcare.
Parents will be able to open an online account, from which they can pay their registered
childcare provider directly. For every £8 a parent pays in, the government will pay in an extra
£2. Parents can receive up to £2,000 per child, per year, towards their childcare costs, or
£4,000 for children with a disability.
Parents may be eligible if they are in work, and each expecting to earn at least £115 a week.
Each parent must not have income over £100,000 per year. The scheme will be available for
children up to 12 years old, or 17 years for children with a disability. To find our more visit https://childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk/

Early education and childcare Statutory guidance for local authorities March 2017

Parents must apply through an online eligibility checking system. APPLY NOW FOR TAX
FREE CHILDCARE & THE 3 & 4 YEAR EXTENDED ENTITLMENT -Use this service to apply for
Tax-Free Childcare or 3 and 4 year old extended free entitlement. It's one single
application that will check your eligibility for both. (This may be open to invited
applicant only at present)
If you need further information please contact the Family Information Service – 0118 9373777
(option 2) fis@reading.gov.uk
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Holiday Clubs… Bookable Holiday Clubs and Activities for Children/Young People with Special Educational Needs/Disabilities
Animal Ranger Days
Where: Heroes Farm, Bartlett’s Lane, Holyport, Maidenhead, SL6 2JD
When: Tuesday 4th April – Friday 14th April
Time:10.30am - 3.00pm
A great educational day for children suitable for ages 7 - 16 years
Cost: £25.00
A chance for your child to become an Animal Ranger for a day, looking after all our lovely animals at the Farm
They will get involved hands on with all the animals, cleaning, feeding, exercising, and lots of petting and handling.
Limited numbers, please note sessions get booked very quickly
For bookings dawndingwall@btinternet.com www.animalrangers.co.uk

Thumbs Up Easter Holiday Club
Thumbs Up Holiday Club for children with a diagnosis of Learning Difficulty and/or Disability aged 3-19 years.
Where: Addington School, Woodlands Avenue, (next to Bulmershe Leisure Centre) Woodley
When: Tuesday 4th April – Thursday 13th April
Time: 9.30am – 4.00pm
Cost £22 per day for bookings and payment received before 24th February. For forms received after then, there will
also be a one off administration fee of £15 payable.
A mini-bus service, will operate in the Wokingham and south/east Reading areas ONLY. There is an additional cost of
£7 per day for transport.
We must emphasise places are very limited and will be confirmed after 2nd March.
We operate a high staff ratio with a minimum of 1 adult to 2 children or more as required.
If you feel your child needs additional support please inform us when booking.
The club reserves the right not to accept certain booking requests or accept them on a trial basis or set certain
conditions.
Tel: 0118 947 1196 or email: bookings@thumbsupclub.co.uk enquiries@thumbsupclub.co.uk

TAG Holiday Club
Come and join the fun this Easter 2017
Where: Thames Valley School, Conwy Close, Tilehurst, Reading
When: Tuesday 11th – Thursday 13th April & Tuesday 18th – Thursday 20th April
Time: 10am - 4pm
There are spaces for up to 14 children each day
We welcome all children aged between 8 -18 years with Autism who have a severe learning disability and/or
challenging behaviour.
•
•
•
•

Children must have a diagnosis of Autism
Schools must verify/endorse additional education support
Cost £20 per day, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE
BOOKING FORMS TO BE RETURNED By 20th March 2017

For a booking form please contact: tag.holiday.club@hotmail.co.uk
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Reading FC Community Trust Soccer Schools - Inclusive
When: Monday 3rd April – Friday 21st April (excludes bank holidays)
Please be aware Reading Easter School Holiday 2017 run from 10 th – 21st April
For ages 5 – 14 (this can vary slightly depending on activity and location)
Where: Venues Vary – Please see attached for full timetable of activities and venues for this Inclusive Club
For more information or to book a place, please call: 0118 9681460 / 0118 9681480
Visit: www.community.readingfc.co.uk
See timetable attached.

Reading Play – Holiday Play Clubs Easter 2017 Monday 10th – Friday 21st April
(excludes bank holidays)

Reading Borough Council Holiday Playclubs are a full childcare facility for children aged 4 years old (in full time
education) to 12 years old (up to their 13th birthday) during the school holidays. Children are fully supervised within
an open play service, and enjoy a variety of safe and exciting activities in comfortable surroundings. All the activities
we offer abide by the Reading Play principles, encouraging fun activities that aim to meet learning objectives in a
controlled, safe environment.
Reading Play operate mainstream settings and may need to limit places based on our ratio requirements.
If a SEND is highlighted in our booking process we may request additional support forms to be completed prior to
attending the setting. This allows the teams to make a judgement and communicate with the parent on what support
we could provide.
To find out more about these clubs and for pricing and booking information please go to:
http://www.readingplay.co.uk/playclubs-after-school-clubs/
Tel: 0118 9372636 Email: reading.play@reading.gov.uk

Leighton Park School Holiday Club
Where: Shinfield Road, Reading, RG2 7DE
When: Easter – Contact Leighton Park for dates
An inclusive holiday club for children aged 5-14 years old. Activities include: Archery, climbing wall, den building,
swimming, trampolining, arts & crafts and lots more.
Opening times for 2017: Early Bird Club: 7.30am-3.30pm or 7.30am-5.30pm, Normal Day: 8.30am-3.30pm or 8.30am5.30pm.
For more information/booking forms and prices
www.leightonpark.com/enterprises Email: activities@leightonpark.com
Tel: 0118 987 9538

Norcot Holiday Play Club
Where: Norcot Early Years Centre, 82 Lyndhurst Road, Tilehurst, Reading, RG30 6UB
When: Easter 2017 Monday 10th – Friday 21st April
An inclusive holiday club for children aged 3 - 6 years and 11 months, aiming to provide fun activities and care for all
children, whatever their needs. Please provide a packed lunch (no nut products).
For further details: Tel: 0118 937 5618 or visit: www.norcotearlyyearscentre.co.

Whitley Park Funtastic Club
Where: Whitley Park Primary & Nursery School Brixham Road, Reading, RG2 7RB
When:10th – 13th April 9.30am – 3.30pm
Cost: £19 per day
An inclusive club providing affordable and quality childcare for all parents, catering for the different needs and
interests of all children.
Contact Louise Holloway 07715 643412 email: bookings@funtastickids.co.uk
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CHALLENGERS READING YOUTH
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AGE 13-18

BOOKING LINE 01483 230 939

www.bookings-challengers.org

EASTER HOLIDAYS ACTIVITY PROGRAMME 2017
RBC Funded Service

Saturday 8th April – Scheme Closed
Monday 10th April – Cinema
Tuesday 11th April – Wellington Country Park
Wednesday 12th April - Messy Art Day
Thursday 13th April – Mexican Fiesta
Friday 14th April – Scheme Closed
Saturday 15th April – Scheme Closed
Monday 17th April – Scheme Closed
Tuesday 18th April – Treasure Island Day
Wednesday 19th April – Pizza and Movie Day
Thursday 20th April – Donutting
Friday 21st April – S.A.F.E. Archery
Saturday 22nd April - Disco Mania
Cost: £20 per day
Normal day is 10am – 4pm Saturdays, Half Terms, Easter & Summer Holidays.
Please note: All off site trips start at Reading Youthscheme.
Please see flyer attached for full details of daily activities.
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Short Breaks/Respite
What is a Short Break?
Short breaks are provided to give:
•Children and young people with a disability enjoyable experiences away from their primary carers, thereby contributing
to their personal and social development and reducing social isolation;
•Parents, carers and families a necessary and valuable break from caring responsibilities.
These breaks can include a variety of options including clubs offering 2 hour sessions through to overnight and weekend
activities and can be offered by community & voluntary organisations, and take place in the community, in the child’s
own home, the home of an approved carer or a residential setting.
Short Breaks in Reading for Children & Young People with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities.
Cost: Please note that where a cost is not specified we would recommend contacting the provider directly or visit their
website.
Referral: Some of the short breaks listed below will require a referral to access the service, this information can be
found on the individual records, others you can self refer.
Click on the links below to find out more about their service.
Animal Rangers
Appleberry Care Ltd
Auticulate
Autism Berkshire Games Club
Autism Berkshire - Lego Club West Berkshire
Bphab Youth Club
Challengers Reading Youth Scheme
Chance to Dance Special Needs Dance Club
Cressingham Resource Centre
Dimensions - Reading Short Breaks & Outreach
Explorer's Extreme
Greenslade Services Ltd
RBC Outreach Team
Saturday Club
Shared Lives Scheme - Reading Borough Council
Call Us - Sitting Service
Smiles Club
Reading Mencap Saturday Club
Reading Mencap Youth Club
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Clubs,Groups & Community Activities…
Reading Young Carers
Young Carers Project
What is a Young Carer?
A young carer is one of around 3000 children and young people in Reading who care for people they live with. Young
carers look after someone with an illness or disability, learning difficulty, a mental health problem or who are misusing
substances.
How do they do it?
They care in lots of different ways, such as doing housework or cooking. They may help lift someone, or help someone
dress, wash or use the toilet. They might babysit their siblings or get them ready for school in the morning. But, a young
carer may not do anything listed above and still be a young carer because they are living with someone with an illness or
disability.
What does The Reading Young Carers Project Do?
The Reading Young Carers Project is a place for 5-18 year olds to come and spend a few hours a week doing something for
THEM!
Talk to other young carers > Spend time with people your own age > Learn new things > Games > Someone to talk to >
Sports > Arts & Craft > Cooking
The clubs are held at Fairview Youth Club, Mondays to Wednesdays during Term Time. There are six groups and each
group attends fortnightly.
Seniors: Age 12-18 years Monday from 5pm – 7.30pm
Inters : Age 8-12 years Tuesday from 4pm-6pm
Juniors: Age 5-9 years Wednesday 4pm-6pm
A light snack will be provided to tide you over till dinner time and we may be able to support with transport.
If this sounds like a good opportunity for a bit of time out for you, your child, or someone you know, then get in touch to
find out more.
Contact Flic Ellmes on 0118 9374003 or youngcarers@reading.gov.uk

Chance to Dance – Special Needs Dance Club
When: Saturdays, fortnightly
Where: Tilehurst Methodist Church, School Road, Reading, RG31 5AN
This is a unique dance school that caters specifically for disabled children and young adults that have a physical,
cognitive, mental, sensory, emotional or/and developmental disability.
We hold lessons on Saturday's once a fortnight. The classes are held in Tilehurst, Reading and Martin's Heron,
Bracknell full address on the 'contact us' page.
Please go to website for session times.

We also offer:
Playscheme; Parties; Freelance Events, Lunchtime Clubs; After School Clubs;
Booking essential. Contact Vickie Andrews 07736 343570 or 0118 3480447
email: vickieandrews50@hotmail.co.uk www.sendanceclub.co.uk
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NEW!
Activities &
Clubs

The Outpost - Coming Soon
What is The Outpost?
The Outpost is a multi-functional outdoor activity
centre with high ropes, laser clay pigeon shooting, a
challenge course, and much more. The site will be
accessible to everyone from schools to early years
settings, from businesses to the general public.
The Outpost is brought to you by the Reading Play
Service at Reading Borough Council.
More information coming soon…

Reading Rackets - Disability Tennis
Reading Rackets opened their door to children with
learning difficulties in September 2016.
We aim to provide tennis sessions for children with special
needs, age 11-16 (secondary school) during term times,
after school.
The sessions will be held at Bradfield Tennis Centre, on
Friday afternoons for a group of up to 10 children.
Additional information is available at
www.readingrackets.com. Please visit the site to register
interest/ join the club.
£2.00 Per Session

See website for more details www.readingrackets.com
Contact Natasza Gomez Tel: 0118 964 4500
readingrackets@yahoo.com
Bradfield Tennis Centre, Bradfield, Reading, RG7 6BZ
Established Tennis Centre providing high quality tennis

sessions

located near J12 M4
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Clubs,Groups & Community Activities…
(Our House)
Toutley Road, Wokingham RG41 1QN
Phone us during office hours on 07393
407169
www.bftf.org.uk email: admin@bftf.org.uk

Saturday Clubs

email:
admin@bftf.org.uk
www.bftf.org.uk
Two fun sessions for children of all ages with activities, toys and
games
for all abilities. Teen
chill-out, gaming,
sensory room, accessible PC's, soft-play, free play, drinks and snacks provided. Siblings very welcome. Parent/carer
must stay.
Third Saturday of each month:
 11am-1pm Physical disability and/or Down Syndrome
 3pm-5pm Autism and similar additional needs

Play Group
A small, friendly and inclusive weekly playgroup for babies and children with any additional need or disability. No
diagnosis necessary.
A range of play activities and experiences provided as well as the opportunity for parents to relax and meet.
Pre school age siblings very welcome.
Every Tuesday in term time, 9.30am to 11.30am

Therapy Programmes
Physiotherapy sessions with Petra starting from Thursday 4th August for 4 weeks.
It will consist of a 1 hour group session and X2 30min private sessions. All of which must be booked in advance,
please contact admin@bftf.org.uk.

School Holidays
Stay and Play sessions throughout the summer holidays Tuesday morning 10am-12pm and Wednesday 2-4pm.

Reading Powerchair FC

Peapods

Use a wheelchair and love football???
This sport is for you……
Where: Loddon Valley Leisure Centre
When: Fortnightly 10am – 1pm
We are a friendly local group who train every other
week at Loddon Valley Leisure Centre.
Powerchair football is played in electric wheelchairs
with special bumpers to hit the ball.
It is a fast competitive game and a great way to feel
part of a team!!
There is no age restriction as long as you can control
an electric wheelchair well and can understand rules
then they should be fine.
We are also looking for new players, if you are
interested please email either Lee or Laura
l.ison1@sky.com Reading Powerchair Football

Where: Twyford Scout Headquarters, Loddon Hall
Road, Twyford, Berkshire, RG10 9JA
When: Every Second Saturday of the month
Time:10.30am – 12.30pm
Peapods is a parent-led charity providing support to
families with physically disabled children across
Berkshire and the surrounding counties.
Every second Saturday of the month they run a
Saturday Club where the whole family can
experience a variety of activities in addition to adhoc social events throughout the year.
To find out more please visit the website:
www.peapods.org.uk
07765 896040 or email angie@peapods.org.uk
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Clubs,Groups & Community Activities…
Saturday Club

Smiles Club

RBC In house service – referral required

RBC In house service

A Saturday Club for young people with learning
disabilities
For ages 13-19yrs

Where: Tilehurst Youth Centre, The Triangle,
Reading, RG30 4RN
When: Thursdays, term-time only
Time: 3.30pm-5.30pm,
For ages 13-17 years

Where: South Reading Youth Club, 25
Northumberland Avenue, Reading, RG2 7QA
When:The club runs on the last Saturday of each
month.
Time: 10am-4pm
To find out if you are eligible please contact:

A club for young people with mild/moderate
learning difficulties, where they are given the
opportunity to integrate with young volunteers in a
fun and relaxed environment.

Contact- Chris Page 0118 937 6130
Email: christopher.page@reading.gov.uk

Contact- Chris Page 0118 937 6130
Email: christopher.page@reading.gov.uk

Bphab Youth Club

RBC Funded Service

Where: Berkshire Phab, MAPP Centre, 22 Mount Pleasant, Reading, RG1 2TD
When: Saturdays 9.30am - 1pm Cost £5 per session For ages: 9-18
For young people with and without disabilities. There’s a range of activities available, including games on the
playstation or Wii, giving the club’s robot mascot a seasonal makeover, getting sporty with table tennis or
basketball, creating a culinary masterpiece or chilling out in the fantastic sensory room.
Siblings are welcome, and parents don’t have to stay (although we are not able to provide personal care).
For further details:
Tel: 0118 916 8413, Email: info@berkshirephab.org
www.berkshirephab.org www.facebook.com/berkshirephab

Friday Club at Rivermead
Richfield Avenue RG1 8RQ
For those with special needs and their
Families
Fridays monthly 6:30pm to 8:00pm
A social evening with soft play and bouncy
castle, football, table tennis, badminton
Teas, coffees and soft drinks are available
Cost: £2.00 per child
Come along and join the fun
Tel: 0118 9015014 Email:
andy.welch@gll.org or
j.rumble626@btinternet.com

Raft Club
Where: The Avenue School, Conwy Close, Tilehurst, Reading,
RG30 4BZ
When: 2nd and 4th Saturday every month
There is no charge for this club.
The RAFT Club has been set up to provide support for families
of children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder living in Reading.
The club employs play workers who organise activities for
children aged 4-12 years. Booking essential.
For further details: Contact Michele Page, Tel: 0118
9471438, Email: michelepage22@hotmail.co.uk

Engine Shed
Where: Katesgrove Children’s Centre, Waterloo Meadows, Elgar Rd, Off Berkley Avenue, Reading, RG2 0BN
When: Sat 25th March 2017
Time: 11am-2pm free buscuits & drinks
Free
entry, all welcome
The Engine Shed is a special interest group for children and young people with autism. The club enables young people
on the autistic spectrum with an interest in trains to come together with their peers to observe, play, talk and enjoy
their hobby in a welcoming, safe and relaxing environment – and where parents can have a chance to relax, and talk in
a supportive atmosphere. Model railways and train sets for all abilities are set up and a range of train-related resources
are available for children to play with.
Contact Sarah at reading@theengineshed.org.uk www.theengineshed.org.uk
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Clubs,Groups & Community Activities…
Wheelchair Basketball

AUTICULATE
CATSYPP Reading has been renamed Auticulate.
Auticulate is an educational club for children and young people in mainstream schools with an ASD diagnosis. We help
children and young people improve their communication, social and independence skills.
We run a Junior (ages 8-11) and Senior (ages 12-16) group out of the New Hope Centre in York Road, Reading, RG1 8DU on
alternate Wednesdays during term-time from 4.30pm – 6.30pm.

What Auticulate Offers
o
o
o
o
o
o

An individual Programme that meets the needs of children and young people with ASD and monitors their
progress.
Planned active teaching of key social and communication skills.
Real life practice in mainstream situations to increase independence skills.
Guidance on how to continue this process at home.
Weekly feedback and next session information.
Integrating our work with schools and other professionals supporting the children/young people.

For more information about Auticulate, please contact:
Nicky Clifford (Tuesday and Wednesday mornings)
Email: nicky@auticulate.org.uk
Mobile: 07421 324649
Auticulate Website: http://www.auticulate.org.uk/
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Reading Mencap Clubs for children & Young People…
Childrens Clubs
Where:
Contact:

Reading Mencap, 21 Alexandra Road, Reading, RG1 5PE
For further details, to attend or to find out if transport is available please contact us
on 0118 966 2518 / office@readingmencap.org.uk
www.readingmencap.org.uk
RBC Funded Resource

Saturday Club
For:
Children aged 8-11 years with a variety of learning disabilities.
When:
Every Saturday in term time, 9.00 am – 12.00 pm
Activities:
Soft play, ball pit, crafts, role-play and dressing up.
Cost:
£3 per session
Please note that in order for your 8 year old to qualify, their birthday must be on or before the 31 st August.

Youth Club
For:
When:
Activities:
Cost:

Children aged 11-17 years with a variety of learning disabilities.
Every Saturday in term-time, 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm
Games, karaoke, sports, arts & crafts, trips out and generally having fun!
£3 per session

Transport may be available for some areas at an extra cost of £3, please ring the office for details.

Camp Mohawk Easter Timetable
Date

Day

Type of Day

Booking
Required?
No
No
Yes

01/04/2017 Saturday
02/04/2017 Sunday
03/04/2017 Monday

Family Day
Family Day
Family Day

04/04/2017 Tuesday

Groups + Families Yes

05/04/2017 Wednesday Adventure Day

Invitation Only

06/04/2017
07/04/2017
08/04/2017
09/04/2017

Yes
Yes
No
No

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

10/04/2017 Monday

Groups + Families
Family Day
Family Day
Family Day

Adventure Day

Invitation Only

11/04/2017 Tuesday
Groups + Families Yes
12/04/2017 Wednesday Groups + Families Yes
13/04/2017 Thursday
Family Day
Yes
14/04/2017 Friday

Family Day

Yes

15/04/2017 Saturday

Family Day

Yes

16/04/2017 Sunday
17/04/2017 Monday
18/04/2017 Tuesday

Closed
Closed
Groups + Families Yes

Opening
Additional Info +
Hours
Activities
11am to 4pm
11am to 4pm
10am to 4pm
Please note early finish
10am to 3pm
time!
For children aged 8 to
13 years with HFA / AS.
For more info please
check the 'Our Groups'
page of our website
10am to 4pm
10am to 4pm
11am to 4pm Easter egg hunt
11am to 4pm Easter egg hunt
For children aged 13 to
25 years with HFA / AS.
For more info please
check the 'Our Groups'
page of our website
10am to 4pm Easter egg hunt
10am to 4pm Easter egg hunt
10am to 4pm Easter egg hunt
Easter egg hunt, animal
11am to 4pm
farm
Easter egg hunt, animal
11am to 4pm
farm

10am to 4pm Easter egg hunt
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Clubs, Groups & Community Activities…
Lost City- Adventure Golf

Where: Level 1, Broad Street Mall, Reading, RG1 7QA Tel: 0118 950 8670
TEE OFF for a brand new adventure with Lostopia adventure golf. For all ages.
Adult £3.50 Age 4-16 £2.50 Students £2.50 Under3's Free Entry (with a paying accompanying adult) Family of 4 £10 Group
of 4 £12 Concessions offered - Carer/NHS/Over 65's
Lostopia promises to bring a new kind of family fun to Reading. Our 9 hole course offers the perfect mix of fun and
challenge for both the mini explorer and competitive golfer!
Set within a Lostopia world, wild panthers and flying toucans will have you twisting and turning to score a hole in one.
Celebrate birthdays with our complete party package allowing mini explorers to celebrate in true adventure style!
Tasty ice-cream and hot drinks are also on offer within our jungle cafe for players in need of a pit stop.

Atom Trampoline Park

Where: Gillette Way Reading RG2 0BS
When: Monday's 11am - 12pm, 12pm - 1pm & 6pm - 7pm
Atom Freedom – Special Needs Session
Reading's indoor trampoline park offers amazing brand-new trampolines, slam dunk hoops and much more!
Children's leisure & fitness.
Atom Freedom - Special Needs Session
£5 a person + £2 for socks, but keep and reuse them, carers free + socks free
Please note this venue is not Wheelchair Accessible
Tel: 0118 467 2673 http://www.atomtrampolinepark.co.uk/

Kids ‘N’ Action

Where: 680 Eskdale Road, Winnersh Triangle Wokingham RG41 5TS (Just off A329M)
When: Second Wednesday of every month from 5-8pm.
Special Needs Night
Adventure Park, High Street (imaginative role play), video games room, sports arena, cafe and much much more. An
inclusive play centre. Wheelchair accessible. Special Needs Night for children of all ages and their families, £5.45 per
child, adults and children under 1 go free. Please take valid CANCARD or other documentation as proof of disability. For
more information please visit the website.
0118 968 0983 email info@kids-n-action.com www.kids-n-action.co.uk

Krazy Play Days

Special Needs Nights
Where: Unit 7, Sterling Way, Reading, RG30 6HW
When: Every 2nd Monday of each month 5.15pm - 7.30pm:
Designed for all. Welcome to Krazy Play Days family play and party centre. We have a huge soft play area located in
central Reading offering fantastic safe facilities, great atmosphere and a friendly welcome.
Call: 0118 942 6171 Email: fun@krazyplaydays.co.uk www.krazyplaydays.co.uk

Monkey Mates Play & Party Centre

Special Needs Night first Friday of every month.
Where: Old Forest Road, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG41 0JA When: First Friday of every month.
Time: 6 - 8pm
Tel: 0118 9892111 www.monkeymates.co.uk

Showcase Cinema Reading

Where: Reading Rd, Winnersh, Wokingham RG41 5HG Showcase host an autism friendly cinema screening on the second
Sunday of the month at 10am.
Next autism friendly film screening is Beauty and the Beast on Sunday 9th April at 10am.
In May The Boss Baby is screening Sunday May 14th at 10am
www.dimensions-uk.org/families/autism-friendly-environments/autism-friendly-screenings/
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Autism Berkshire Clubs…
Autism Berkshire - Games Club
Where: Club is held at: Emmer Green Youth & Community Centre, Grove Road, Reading, RG4 8LN
When: 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month and is open to young people with an ASC living in Reading
Games Club gives children the chance to make friends, play games and enjoy other activities including table tennis
and table football.
The Club is funded by Reading Borough Council’s Short Breaks Service to give parents and cares with autistic children
some time for themselves.
Time: from 2pm-4pm
Ages 8-15 years
Please contact Tracy White on 0118 959 4594 or email: contact@autismberkshire.org.uk

Autism Berkshire – Trampolining
Where: Sessions in Reading are held at Crosfields School, Shinfield Road, RG2 9BL, and Meadway Sports Centre,
Conwy Close, RG30 4BZ. Contact Autism Berkshire for dates at each venue. Booking essential.
When: Fortnightly on Saturdays during school terms
Special sessions for children and young people with autism spectrum conditions, which help to develop sensory and
motor skills and boost fitness.
Due to the popularity of this activity, there is a waiting list for places. Please contact the Autism Berkshire office to
register.
For further details: Tel: 0118 959 4594 or email: trampolining@autismberkshire.org.uk

Autism Berkshire - Free Family Swimming Sessions
Where: Rivermead Leisure Complex, Richfield Avenue Reading RG1 8EQ
When: Monthly alternating between Saturdays 4pm - 5pm & Sundays 4.15pm-5.15pm.These Autism-friendly sessions
area for the whole family, including siblings, and give everyone the chance to relax and have fun.
For dates or to book a place call 0118 9594 594 contact@autismberkshire.org.uk

Lego Club
Where: Saturdays at Woolhampton Village Hall, Bath Road, Woolhampton, RG7 5RE.
When: March 25, April 22, May 13 and May 27, June 24, July 8 and 22, September 9 and 23, October 14, November
11 and November 25 and December 9.
The club is for children aged 8 to 15 years with an autism spectrum condition and meets at Woolhampton, in West
Berkshire.
Due to the club’s popularity, places need to be booked in advance by contacting the organiser, Jo Roberts, who is
Autism Berkshire’s Home Visit Support Worker for West Berkshire.
There is a charge of £5 per child, per session. There is currently a waiting list for this club.
For more information about Lego Club and to book places, contact Jo Roberts on 07907 464 440 or email
jo@autismberkshire.org.uk

Family Fun Days at Thames Valley Adventure Playground
Where: Thames Valley Adventure Playground, Bath Road, Taplow, near Maidenhead, SL6 0PR
When: Forthcoming fun days in 2017 will be on Sundays April 2, June 4, August 6, October 1 and November 19.
Time: Noon to 4pm
A chance for families, including siblings, to relax in a safe, stimulating environment, meet friends and make new
ones. Facilities at the playground, which is designed for children and adults with special needs, include a sandpit,
outdoor play equipment and bikes, plus a soft playroom, sensory room, art and craft activities.
For more information or to register for any of these leisure activities, call the Autism Berkshire office on
01189 594 594 or email admin@autismberkshire.org.uk
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What’s on, Events & Workshops…
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What’s on, Events & Workshops…
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What’s on, Events & Workshops…

Reading Job Fair
On Friday 31st March, Rob Wilson MP is hosting Reading's first Disability Confident: Access To Work Job Fair at the
pentahotel, Oxford Road, Reading, RG1 7RH.
Aimed specifically at jobseekers with disabilities, the Access to Work Job Fair will be offering real employment
opportunities on the day itself, alongside the chance for employers to explore the benefits to their businesses of
hiring disabled people and supporting them into employment.
As
with his 10 Reading Job Fairs the event will be held free of charge to both jobseekers and employers, thanks to the
sponsorship of partner organisation, Elevate Reading.
The landmark event will be divided into two parts:
First, from 9 to 9:45am, businesses and organisation exhibiting real jobs on the day will attend a 'Talks for
Employers’ session, with first-hand accounts of disabled job seekers have been supported into employment and how
the organisation has benefitted as a result.
10am to 1pm: the Access to Work Job Fair will be open to the public. Job seekers with disabilities will be able to
visit prospective employers and browse a wide range of employment and training opportunities, catering for a range
of ages, skills and career paths.
Disability Confident is a Government campaign, launched in 2013 to challenge negative attitudes to disability and
target employers to make them aware of the business benefits of employing disabled people.
This Access to Work Job Fair builds on last year's successful Disability Confident Conference which sought to bust
some of the myths around disabled people in the work place and help unlock what is often a pool of untapped
potential for employers.
We’d encourage anybody with a disability looking for a new career, training or employment advice to come along to
the Access to Work Job Fair on Friday 31st March to discover new job prospects.
Any business or organisation interested in exhibiting at the event should email robwilsonmp@parliament.uk or
contact Rob's office on 0118 375 9785.
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What’s on, Events & Workshops…
Autism Berkshire Fun Day at Bucklebury Farm to Celebrate World Autism Day
Where: Bucklebury Farm Park – Bucklebury, Berkshire RG7 6RR
When: Sunday, 2nd April, 2017, 10:30 am - 4:30 pm
To celebrate World Autism Awareness Day we are delighted to have the run of Bucklebury Farm Park from 10.30am to
4.30pm on Sunday, April 2, 2017. Come and meet the Autism Berkshire team.
Included in the ticket price is the entrance fee, the play barn, pat-a-pet experience, deer safari and a tractor ride. We
have also arranged a BBQ lunch of:
Woody’s homemade burgers, Vicar’s game sausages, coleslaw and green leaf salad, plus gingerbread or brownie.
If you require a vegetarian, gluten-free or dairy-free option, please indicate when booking tickets.

Click here to book tickets
The park can be found on the edge of Bucklebury village, 3.5 miles from the A4 between Reading
and Newbury, and can also be reached from the M4/A34 interchange at Chiveley. The postcode is
RG7 6RR.
See the farm park’s website for more details

Bucklebury Farm Park

Parents remain responsible for their children throughout the day. No unaccompanied children will be admitted.
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What’s on, Events & Workshops…
Parenting Special Children (PSC)
PSC run various courses and workshops & Parenting Programmes throughout the year, such as:
 Pre & Post Autism Workshops
 Pre & Post ADHD Workshops
 Time Out for ADHD
 Time Out for Autism
 Anxiety & Autism Workshop
 Sleep Workshops
 Pre & Post Diagnosis Support
 Looked After and Adopted Children with Special Needs
 Time out for Special Needs
 Parenting Support
 Bespoke Training
 Autism Girls Monthly Speaker Events
For information on courses, workshops and much more, please Tel: 0118 9863532 Email:
admin@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk or visit: www.parentingspecialchildren.co.uk

Autism Berkshire – Pre-assessment Workshops
Pre-assessment workshops for parents and carers of children (5+) in Reading.
Where: Autism Berkshire, Unit 7, Richfield Place, Richfield Avenue, Reading, RG1 8EQ
These popular free workshops focus on advice and strategies for parents and carers living in Reading who are waiting
for their children to be assessed for autism spectrum conditions (ASC).
The workshops offer information about the CAMHS ASD Pathway assessment process, tailored advice and coping
strategies. They also explore what happens if a child does not receive an autism spectrum diagnosis. The sessions are
also an opportunity to meet other parents who are in the same situation.
To find out more or to register for a session, please call the Autism Berkshire office. Tel: 01189 594594

CResCent Resource Centre – Courses & Workshops
We are a Community Resource Centre, designed to meet the needs of voluntary and community organisations and local
people.
CResCent is a welcoming voluntary organisation, which provides access to high quality facilities including: Training,
Information / Helpdesk, Room Hire and a Coffee Bar. Two public access computers. For job seekers we offer free
careers advice sessions, help with CVs and job search as well as a free weekly job club on Tuesday afternoons.
We are dedicated to supporting the development of a well-integrated community.
We offer courses and events, room hire and much more…
We provide an information signposting service, accessible to all. The service particularly supports more vulnerable
residents, including the elderly or those with a disability, who may be unable to access information in other ways.
We are running many courses during 2017 covering many topics, look at our website for a full list.
For more information visit http://earleycrescent.org/wp/
Tel: 0118 921 0555 email: earleycrescent@btinternet.com
Bus route 21 from Reading – Beech Lane stop
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Clubs & Services for Adults…
Berkshire Phab
Monday-Thursday 10am - 4pm (adults 18+), Saturdays 9:30am - 1pm (age 9-18)
A drop in club for those with and without disabilities offering various activities; pool, table tennis, arts, crafts,
computer skills. Further activities can be arranged as and when requested by those attending. Food is available with
hot and cold drinks available at all times. Sensory room. Garden area.
Open Monday-Thursday 10am-4pm.
Cost £15 per full day, £7.50 per half day, lunch £3.50.
Contact Sian Hooley (Centre Manager) 0118 916 8413 info@berkshirephab.org www.berkshirephab.org
The MAPP Centre, 22 Mount Pleasant, Reading RG1 2TD

Pokemon and Level Up Club – Autism Berkshire
When: First & Third Saturday of the month 2pm - 4pm:
For ages 16-25 years
This club supports any young person resident in Berkshire with an ASC, allowing parents the opportunity to have a short
break whilst the young people are in supervised play.
Pokemon TCG, video games and board games such as Dungeons and Dragons will be available.
Where: Emmer Green Youth & Community Centre, Grove Road, Reading, RG4 8LN
Cost: Members £3.00 per child, Non Members £5 per child
For further details: Tel: 0118 959 4594 Email contact@autismberkshire.org.uk

197 Club – Autism Berkshire
This social club for autistic adults and their parents and carers meets fortnightly in Reading.
Every other meeting takes place at The Outlook pub, while other meetings include trips to bowling arcades and
restaurants or walks.
Where: The Outlook, 76-78A Kings Road, Reading, RG1 3BJ
When: Fortnightly, usually on Monday evenings
Time: Meetings at The Outlook 7.30pm, other activities vary
Open to: Autistic adults aged 18+ and their parents and carers
The club is funded by the DM Thomas Foundation for Young People and the Ironmongers’ Company.
For further details: Tel: 0118 959 4594 Email contact@autismberkshire.org.uk
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Clubs & Services for Adults…
a

The ME Project
"ME" (Mencap Enables) is an exciting new day
activity service run by the members of the
"ME" project. ME members are enabled to
make their own decisions and choices by
building on their strengths and encouraging
each other to become stronger.
The Members plan their own activities which
range from yoga to football, swimming or
cooking or out and about in the community
attending events or just a day out in the
country.
The service runs at 21 Alexandra Road on
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
from 9.30 to 4.00. The Tuesday group is
especially for 18 to 30 year olds.
For more information telephone the office on
0118 9662518 during office hours 9.30 to
1.30, Monday to Friday.

Dimensions - Reading Short Breaks and Outreach
For Adults 18+

Dimensions Outreach provides support for people with learning disabilities and people who experience autism.
Our aim is to support people to become more independent, to learn new skills and be part of their community.
At Loddon Court, we provide personalised respite and outreach services. Our dedicated support team supports
people to have a nice and relaxed break in a safe and person-centred environment, providing respite for their
families.
We work with the people we support and their families to make their stay something to look forward to.

Respite: This provision of support is for overnight stays at Loddon Court Short Break, the number of nights will be
dependent on what is needed and agreed within that persons Support Plan/Personal Budget. There is the
opportunity to participate in a number of activities both within the service or within the local community.

Holidays have also been planned which has enabled people who attend Loddon Court Short Break an alternative
type of respite.

Contact Tracy Farrow Tel: 0300 303 9032 ext 2776 Email: tracy.farrow@dimensions-uk.org
www.dimensions-uk.org
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Family Support…
ASC Advisor to Schools & Settings
Autism Advisory Service
Supporting all families in Reading that receive a diagnosis of Autism for their child.
What We Do
Home Visits
Living with Autism Course
Family Seminars
Coffee Mornings
Advice to families & professionals
Living with Autism
A 5 week programme for parents/carers which aims to improve understanding of Autism & provides ideas of strategies
to try at home.
Topics Covered – What is Autism? > Social Interaction > Communication > Behaviour > Sensory Needs
For further information please contact Jenna Redmond Autism Advisor to schools & settings
Tel: 0791 2362341 Email: jenna.redmond@reading.gov.uk

Reading Information, Advice & Support Service for SEND (Formerly The
Parent Partnership)
Reading Information, Advice & Support Service for SEND (ReadingIASS) offers free confidential and impartial advice and
support to Reading parents and carers who have children (up to the age of 25) with special educational needs. The
service also offers all parents (whether the child has special educational needs or not) advice and support with
secondary transfer. This service operates term time only and can be contacted as follows:
Email: iass@reading.gov.uk
•
•

Tel: 0118 937 3421
www.parentpartnership-reading.org

For advice about secondary transfer call 0118 937 3242 or email choice.advice@reading.gov.uk

Parenting Special Children - Pre and Post Diagnosis Support
Parenting Special Children is a local charity and everyone that works for the charity is a parent of a child with an
additional need. We aim to help parents/carers in many areas:
 A listening ear from our Diagnosis Support Service
 Talk to a fellow parent/carer with our Peer Supporter Service
 Parenting Programmes including strategies for Parents/Carers
 Sleep Service including Sleep Workshops and Sleep Clinics




Pre & Post Autism Workshops
Pre & Post ADHD Workshops

The Diagnosis Support Service offers a one-to-one Peer Support Service for parents/carers of children recently
diagnosed with additional needs – a disability, learning difficulty, developmental delay or a genetic disorder. This
service is for parents in the Berkshire West Area (Reading, Wokingham & Newbury areas).
www.parentingspecialchildren.co.uk dss@parentingspecialchildren.co.uk Tel: 07990 761676
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Family Support from Autism Berkshire…
The Autism Berkshire Benefits Service
Autism Berkshire has been running a Benefits Advice Service for over a year now and is pleased to announce that the
service is now available free of charge to non- members, as well as members of the charity. Kevin Jackson is a
qualified advice worker and has also worked in the field of Learning Disability and Autism for over 15 years. He has a
detailed knowledge of the Benefits system and supported adults in applying for and appealing decisions made
through the DWP’s assessment processes. He has a detailed knowledge of welfare reform.
Kevin can assist parents and carers in applying for DLA for your child, Carer’s Allowance and advise on the effect of
DLA on other benefits/tax allowances.
For adults Kevin can assist with moving from Incapacity Benefits to Employment Support Allowance (ESA), Job
seekers allowance and Personal Independence Payments for new claimants and Housing and Council Tax benefit.
Kevin can also assist young people who turn 16 and move from DLA to PIP. Kevin also runs our 197 Club for adults
with an ASC which meets at the Outlook in Reading and Level Up Computer Club for 16-25 year olds.
Kevin is available for appointments on a Monday all day and a Tuesday morning. Additionally he can do an evening
appointment subject to a £25 charge.
Please contact Kevin or Claire (administrator) at Autism Berkshire on 01189 594 594,
or email: admin@autismberkshire.org.uk .

Autism Berkshire Grandparents Support Group
For Grandparents caring for their autistic Grandchildren – an informal meeting to offer friendship, support and an
opportunity to relax.
This is a monthly support group, for future dates please visit Autism Berkshire website.
To book call 01189 594594 www.autismberkshire.org.uk

Autism Berkshire Home Visiting Service
This free service offers support, information and advice in an informal setting to parents and carers. We can visit
you:
 While you are waiting for an assessment for your child
 After a diagnosis of an autism spectrum condition
 To support you during a crisis or period of difficulty
Our trained advisers are all parents of children and young people on the autism spectrum.
An initial home visit will normally take 90 minutes. After that there will be a follow-up visit, lasting up to 90
minutes, and/or a follow-up telephone call.
For more information about the service and to book a visit, call 01189 594 594 or email
contact@autismberkshire.org.uk

Autism Berkshire
Reading Parent & Carers Support Group
Where: Berkshire’s office at Unit 7, Richfield Place, Richfield Avenue, Reading, RG1 8EQ.
When: monthly basis during school terms on a Friday between 9.30am and 11.30am
Meetings are free of charge, friendly and informal, with tea, coffee and biscuits provided, and give those attending
the chance to talk, share experiences and learn new strategies in a supportive and non-judgmental environment.
Tracy White is the coordinator of this group.
For more information about the group, call 01189 594 594 or email contact@autismberkshire.org.uk
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Family Support…
Reading Mencap Family Advice Service
Where: Reading Mencap, 21 Alexandra Road, Reading, RG1 5PE
Contact:
For further details, or to make an appointment, please contact us on 0118 966 2518 /
office@readingmencap.org.uk
www.readingmencap.org.uk
Our unique Family Support Scheme provides practical help to individuals with learning disabilities and their families.
We can help access support and information on a range of issues – including education, benefits, housing and social
care, as well as issues surrounding transitions in the lives of children and young adults.
To make contact with the Family Advice service call our helpline on 0118 966 2518 or drop in to Alexandra Road
Monday – Friday, between 9.30am and 1.30pm. We also run a fortnightly drop in session on a Friday at the Hexagon,
1.00pm – 3.00pm.
Our Family Advisers are experienced, qualified professionals in learning disabilities and difficulties and Autism; their
experience across children's and adult services enables them to empower families, ensuring that they can go on to
make informed choices with the information we provide. We also have a multilingual Family Adviser who speaks
Urdu, meaning we can offer advice and support to BME families where English is not their first language.

Snowflake Centre
A Nursery Setting for children who have been
diagnosed with a High-Functioning Autism
Spectrum Condition. We are based within New
Bridge Nursery School, Montague Road,
Caversham RG4 5AU. We are an experienced
and caring team. Our team works closely with
the children and their families. We welcome
visits, and any questions you may have.

To speak to a member of staff please call the
Snowflake Centre on 0118 937 5580
www.newbridgenursery.reading.sch.uk

Dingley’s Promise - Family &
Specialist Early Years Centre
Where: Kennet Walk Community Building, Kenavon Drive,
Reading RG1 3GD

Provides a place where children, from birth to five years, with
special needs and disabilities come to develop skills through
therapeutic play. It is a place where their parents and carers
are welcome, where they can make friends and share
experiences.
For further details: Tel: 0118 327 7424 Website:
http://www.dingley.org.uk/centres/reading

ACRE Family Support Team (Alafia)
Supporting black and minority ethnic families with a child or Young Person (0-25) with additional
needs or disabilities.
First Tuesday of the Month - Alafia Parent Carer support group
Contact for location Tel: 01189510279 email: info@acre-reading.org
Second Monday of the Month Alafia at Special Needs Evening Krazy Playdays 5.30 -7.30pm. Come find out about
Alafia. Alafia will pay for children registered with the service.
For more information and support please contact Alafia’s Co-ordinator. Shagufta Tel: 0118 951 0279
Email: shagufta.ali@acre-reading.org
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This Service is provided by Reading
Borough Council’s Family Information
Service
Contact us on:
Tel: 0118 937 3777 (opt 2)
disc@reading.gov.uk
www.reading.gov.uk/servicesguide

