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FIND THIS NEWSLETTER ONLINE ON THE CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES PAGE WITHIN
MIDDLESBROUGH’S LOCAL OFFER WEBSITE: WWW.MIDDLESBROUGH.GOV.UK/FSD
DISCLAIMER: Disability Matters is completed using contributions from external agencies, therefore the Children with Disabilities Team
cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information provided by them. Any queries regarding this information should be raised with the
organisation(s) directly. Featuring providers in this newsletter does not mean that Middlesbrough Borough Council is promoting the
service or that there is any contractual / commissioning relationship with them. This newsletter is for information purposes only.
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Inspired by the ideas of local children, Enchanted Forest is a magical
interactive space with storytelling trees, luminous fairy ponds and
musical lily pads. Open Monday - Saturday, it is designed for a child
to play in with their grown-ups and there are elements for crawlers
and toddlers right up to children around 10 years old.
Some children will spend just a few minutes in the forest, others will
enjoy playing for longer. You are free to come and go as you please
and also enjoy our family friendly cafe area at The Hullabaloo.

Take That are coming to Middlesbrough’s Riverside Stadium
on 1 June 2019
The chart-topping band will headline the Riverside’s first major
music event supported by the legendary Rick Astley.
Gary Barlow, Howard Donald and Mark Owen are celebrating
their thirtieth anniversary with a massive UK arena and stadium
tour.
For ticket information visit ticketmaster.co.uk. Hospitality
packages will be available. For more information please contact
01642 929425 or email TTHospitality@mfc.co.uk

Treasure Island @ Middlesbrough Theatre
THURSDAY 30th MAY 1.30PM and 4.30PM
A host of stars from the world of children’s television are setting sail with
a show perfect for children aged three and upwards. This child-friendly
adaptation of ‘Treasure Island’ is a very funny, high energy, big, bold and
bright show with crazy characters, all your favourite songs and a swashbuckling sensational story on the seven seas!
Laughter, plenty of adventure and a whole host of pirates are on the
horizon – brought to life by our intrepid crew in search of buried treasure!
So jump aboard as we set sail for pirates, mermaids, monkeys and more
blummin’ pirates! Grab your booty and don’t miss the boat…book now!
£12.50 Adults/£10.50 Children/Family £42 (including booking fee)

All above events are subject to change. For any queries please
contact them directly using the contact details provided.
If you would live to advertise any events, please call us on
01642 579160 to discuss this with a member of the team.
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SEND Parents/Carers Drop In Sessions

Come along to one of our SEND Drop in sessions, speak to members of the SEND
Assessment team, share your views and work with us to develop services and support
within Middlesbrough for children and young people with Special Educational Needs.
You will have the opportunity to chat to members of the SEND Assessment Team about
subjects such as:
Specific questions regarding your child’s needs
SEND Strategy
Local Offer ( www.middlesbrough.gov.uk/localoffer )
Local Area Developments
Further improve joint working

CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING SESSIONS – NO BOOKING REQUIRED:
Mon 13th May, 9:30am – 11am

Acklam Green Centre
Stainsby Road, Middlesbrough, TS5 4JS

Tues 28th May, 1pm – 2:30pm

Easterside Hub
Broughton Avenue, Middlesbrough, TS4 3PZ

Thurs 6th June, 9:30am – 11am

Newport Hub
St. Pauls Road, Middlesbrough, TS1 5NQ

Tues 25th June, 2:30pm – 4pm

Thorntree Hub
Birkhall Road, Middlesbrough, TS3 9JW
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West Denton Close Newcastle upon Tyne NE15 7LU
Saturday 4 May

Glitter Snow Globes

Use your creativity to turn unwanted plastic bottles
into glitter snow globes.

Monday 6 May

Mythical Creatures

Create a mythical creature from recyclable materials.
Draw and design your own creation or make a model
unicorn or dragon.

Bingo Bank Holiday

Saturday 1 June

Come and try your luck with our big Bank Holiday
Bingo celebration.

Thursday 16 May

Friday 31 May

Virtual Reality

Visit the beach or Buckingham Palace with the
amazing virtual reality headsets of Reminiscence Ltd.

Crown Crafts

Prepare for the Queen’s birthday on June 2nd. Feel
like royalty by making and decorating your own regal
crown.

Saturday 8 June

World Oceans Day

If you like to read, you’ll love this event. Get crafty
and make a bookmark for your favourite book.

In celebration of World Oceans Day, make a lovely
under-the-sea collage. Perhaps you can help us find
some ocean creatures around the Centre, too.

Saturday 25 May

Saturday 15 June

Saturday 18 May

Bookmark Crafts
Science Day

Join us in our arts and crafts session and watch our
science display.

Come and join us for the Summer
Half Term Holidays!
Monday 27 May

Tuesday 18 June

Virtual Reality

Reminiscence Ltd. are back to bring you another
immersive session using the virtual reality headsets.

Saturday 22 June

Banner Making

Father’s Day Fun

Prepare for Father’s Day by making something
special from our craft box materials, or decorate some
biscuits.

Woodland Animals

Make a colourful banner to welcome summer into
your home.

Make a leaf animal and then join us on a woodland
walk to the den to decorate it for summer.

Wednesday 29 May

Saturday 29 June

Comic Book Writing

Design your own comic book character then write the
story that will bring it all to life as a comic book.

Flag Making

Fancy making a flag to wave proudly? Then join us at
the Centre to see what you can make.

All organised activities take place between 12.00 - 2pm unless otherwise stated

Booking is essential. For more information, please call our Centre Manager,
Amanda Head, on: 0191 267 8118

www.alanshearercentre.org.uk
ISSUE 108

MAY/JUNE 2019

24 PGS

7

Central Library & North Ormesby

Lego Club
Every Monday 4 – 5.15pm
At Middlesbrough Central Library
Every Saturday 10:00 - 11.30am

At North Ormesby Community Hub
Suitable for children and families 4+
Come along and get creative building to the weekly themes.
If you would be interested in volunteering in the running of a Lego club
please express an interest with a library staff member or E-mailjessica_christie@middlesbrough.gov.uk
This club is not run by or in partnership with Lego.
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If you are on Facebook and would like to find out more information about our
events, services and support, then why not search for “Disability Matters—
Middlesbrough” or go to www.facebook.com/groups/DisabilityMatters1 and
request to join the group.

The Disability Matters Closed Group will be available to join and used to
advertise events and services that we feel may be of interest. It can also be used
to engage with families in our area in order to gather their feedback and views
on a variety of topics, it also allows us to keep you informed between editions
of the newsletter.

However, this group should not be used instead of the established routes to
contact the team, basic questions may answered if it is felt that other people
may benefit from viewing the response, but individual cases and circumstances
should be directed to the Children with Disabilities Team on 01642 579160 or to
your social worker if you have one.

Any abusive, foul or inappropriate language or content being shared on the
group will not be tolerated and anyone found to in breach of this will be
expelled from the group and will not be permitted to re-join.
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The Affordable Warmth Team at Middlesbrough Environment City provide free,
independent advice and practical support around saving energy in the home. This
includes understanding your fuel bills and checking you are on the cheapest tariff to
help you save money on your heating costs. We can also help homeowners apply
for eligible discounts and current funding towards the cost of loft insulation, cavity
wall insulation and a replacement gas boiler.
The team work across Middlesbrough in community venues and offer one to one
appointments giving information and advice on a wide range of energy related
issues including how to read your meters, damp and condensation problems,
heating control settings and fuel billing issues. Clients whose health makes them
vulnerable to cold weather, struggling to afford fuel bills or have been with the
same supplier for more than 18 months are already saving money by switching and
avoiding the recent fuel price rises.

To help raise awareness around Affordable Warmth we offer free handy and
informative sessions to existing community groups and frontline staff too.

If you would like further information or to book an appointment, please call our
free phone number on 0800 304 7084 or email WarmHomes@menvcity.org.uk .

Did you know you can call 105
to report or get information on a
power cut in your area!
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As confirmed in the previous edition of the Disability Matters newsletter, the Children with
Disabilities Team will once again be providing two separate trips which families of children and
young people with disabilities, who live in Middlesbrough, can join us on.

The first trip will see us returning the ever popular seaside resort of South Shields, where you
can visit Ocean Beach Pleasure Park, have a relaxing day at the beach or visit the nearby parks
and shopping areas. Also, during this trip we are offering families the chance to jump on one of
our coaches for a trip to Wet ‘n’ Wild, the largest indoor water park in the North East. For
more information on all the fabulous things you can get up to, pricings and discounts on offer,
visit https://www.wetnwild.co.uk/.

The second trip will give families to have a fantastic day out to the beautiful & historic city of
York; where you can enjoy free entry into the National Railway Museum, go back in time at
the Jorvic Viking Centre, view the impressive York Minster, our bravest guests can experience
the York Dungeons, or if that’s not for you, relax by taking a cruise along the river and see the
sights of this ancient city. During the trip, we will be giving families the option of getting free
transport from York to the nearby York Maze - discounts are available if you take along a copy of
DLA and Carers Allowance entitlement letters. If you are considering a visit to the Maze during
our trip, simply go to https://www.yorkmaze.com/ for more information.

Please note that any activities during each day trip must be paid for by individual families,
including York Maze & Wet n Wild.

If you have any questions about these trips, our other events or any issues relating to support
provided by the Children with Disabilities Team, please call 01642 579160. Applications forms
have been sent out with this Disability Matters newsletter to all on our Disability Register.
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Thursday 8th August 2019
IMPORTANT:
To request a place on this trip, please complete an Application form and submit
it to the team before the deadline. See application form for more details. For
more information or to request an application form, please contact the team on
01642 579160.
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To request a place on this trip, please complete an Application form and submit it to the team before
the deadline. See application form for more details. For more information or to request an
application form, please contact the team on 01642 579160.
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GP Practice
Welfare Rights Advice
We provide free and confidential advice and assistance relating to
welfare benefits & tax credits.
You can arrange an appointment to speak to an advisor at any of the
following venues by contacting our daily advice line on 01642 729242
Middlesbrough Advice Sessions
Parkway Medical Centre

Monday am

Newlands Medical Centre

Monday pm

Cleveland Health Centre

Tuesday am

Oakfield Medical Practice

Tuesday pm

Parkway Surgery, One Life

Wednesday am

Martonside Medical Centre

Thursday am

Coulby Medical Practice

Thursday pm

Crossfell Health Centre

Friday am

Stronger Communities
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The Cleveland Unit Fund Charity
Registered Charity Number 1082824
The Cleveland Unit Child Development Centre (CUCDC) is part of The Early Years
Specialist Support Service (EYSSS) for Middlesbrough children aged 0-5 years who
have special
educational needs and/or disabilities. Neighbouring Local Authorities also buy in support from the service. The CUCDC and EYSSS both offer assessment and identification of support needs for children and provide specialist support
through various services including an Assessment Nursery, Early Intervention Education & Therapy (JET) Groups, outreach and inclusion support for children attending
other nurseries and Portage (home teaching). We also provide multi-disciplinary assessment for all children as well as support and advice for families.
The Cleveland Unit is predominantly funded by the Local Authority, The Cleveland
Unit Fund is the registered charity for the children. All trustees of the fund give their time voluntarily and
are proud to say that every penny received is spent directly on the children.

What is the Charity Money Spent on?
 Some children need specialist equipment to support them in therapeutic
positions and to help them to access essential learning opportunities. Every
child who needs such equipment is provided with one at home for free but
they also need it in nursery – The Cleveland Unit Fund can ensure that they
have what they need.
 Some children need specialist resources to support their learning such as
the Sensory Light Room, the eye-gaze computer or switch technology toys.
The Cleveland Unit Fund provides these amazing experiences.
 We also like to take the children out on educational visits and provide fun
munity. The Cleveland Unit Fund supports this.

activities in their local com-

IF YOU FEEL ABLE TO DONATE OR TO PLAN A FUNDRAISING
EVENT PLEASE GET IN TOUCH WITH US
Charity Information:
Bank Name: HSBC Bank PLC, 60 Albert Rd, TS1 1RS,
Middlesbrough
England
Sort code: 40-33-01
Account no: 71842811
We are extremely grateful to everyone who fundraises and donates – every
penny makes a huge difference to the children we are lucky enough to work
with!
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Have you got your FREE Max Card yet?
The Max Card is a discount card for foster families and families of
children with additional needs. Families simply show their Max Card
upon entry to a venue in order to obtain free or discounted admission.
The scheme is designed to help these families save money on great
days out at castles, zoos, bowling alleys and more. The card aims to
provide a sense of community through stimulating learning
experiences and enjoyable days out for everyone.
The cards are provided by local authorities and selected charities, who
administer the cards to eligible families in their areas. If your Max Card
is due to expire In May 2019, a new card can be provided if you contact
the Children with Disabilities Team on 01642 579160.
For more information on the Max Card scheme and a list of the many
venues that the card can be used at, please visit their website:

www.mymaxcard.co.uk
Or, for more information on how to apply for a Max Card, please call
the Children with Disabilities Team and ask for a member of staff from
Short Breaks on 01642 579160.
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MAIN Training Events –
May & June 2019
WHAT’S NEW….
Does your child enjoy dance, performing arts, musical theatre? We are starting a new club in May
called The Sound of MAIN. It will take place every Friday evening 5pm-7pm and is suitable for children
aged 5yrs to 18yrs. Transport is included and siblings are welcome.
Our SportMAINia club is proving very popular and places are still available. It takes place every Monday 5pm-7pm at a fully equipped gym in Middlesbrough. Under the supervision of both MAIN staff and
fully qualified fitness instructors your child can take part in sport, lose weight, get fit and have fun!
Transport is included and siblings are welcome.

Introduction to the Autism Spectrum:
Dates: Thursday 20th June 2019 9:30-12.30pm

Fees:
Online booking: unpaid carers and people on autism spectrum £25.00; professionals £50.00
(+ booking fee)
Invoice booking: unpaid carers and people on autism spectrum £50.00; professionals £80.00
Behaviours that Challenge and the Autism Spectrum (Promoting Positive Behaviours):
Dates: Monday 20th May 2019; 9:30-2:30pm
Fees:
Online booking: unpaid carers and people on autism spectrum £50.00; professionals £90.00
(+ booking fee)
Invoice booking unpaid carers and people on autism spectrum £70.00; professionals £100.00

ONE Awards - Level 2 (Accredited course)
Understanding Autism Spectrum Disorders
Dates:

Wednesday 8th May 2019; 9.30-2.30pm

Fees:

Online booking: £95.00 + booking fee

Invoice booking: £130.00
Introduction to Social and Emotional Behavioural Difficulties:
Dates:

Wednesday 15th May 2019, 9.30 am – 12 noon

Fees:

Online booking: unpaid carers and people on autism spectrum £25.00; professionals £50.00
(+ booking fee)
Invoice booking unpaid carers and people on autism spectrum £50.00; professionals £80.00

FOR ANY FURTHER INFORMATION OR TO BOOK PLEASE CONTACT
MAIN ON 01642 608012 or info@iammain.org.uk
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Clamping Down On Arson
Cleveland Fire Brigade is continuing to clampdown on deliberately
set fires as part of national Arson Awareness Week (18-22 March).
Steve Johnson, Area Manager, Prevention and Prevention, said:
“Arson is a Crime, it causes untold damage within communities. It
diverts resources away from where they are most needed. For the Brigade this could be in
terms of being unable to attend more serious emergencies, where lives may be at risk, it
could be your friends or family who need help. For our Local Authorities this means financial resources that are desperately needed to improve our local areas are being spent on
repairing and replacing resources damaged by deliberate fires.”
Latest figures show they were just over 2,000 deliberate rubbish fires across the Cleveland
Fire Brigade area in 2018 with nearly 250 wheelie bin fires. Residents are reminded only to
put bins out on the day of collection, bring them back in as soon as possible and keep
them in a safe place to avoid them being a target for deliberate fires.

Firefighters have already been out about in Grangetown, the Whale Hill area of Eston and
the streets around Wembley Way in Stockton, knocking on doors, giving out fire safety
stickers to go on bins and where appropriate advising on wheelie bin locks.
This action is being extended to the Manor Ward area of Hartlepool during Arson
Awareness Week where fire crews along with partner agencies, will be issuing similar
advice, removing rubbish and identifying empty or derelict buildings.
Steve added “We will not tolerate arson. We are calling on everyone across our communities to say “Enough is Enough” and not to accept these incidents as the ‘norm’. We all
need to work together to take a pride in our areas and respect one each other’s property.
“We investigate all incidents and anyone can report an incident anonymously by calling
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. For fire safety advice go to www.clevelandfre.gov.uk
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The Disability Matters newsletter is now well beyond it’s
100th edition and continues to provide a much valued regular update on services and
events within the local area, for families of children and young people with disabilities. From updates on SEND, Short Breaks, free family events, consultations and much
more, Disability Matters can provide a wide range of information to you 6 times per
year.
The Disability Matters email register is now live and if you register, this will mean that
you will no longer receive the paper copy through the post, instead you can be
provided with a full colour, pdf digital version of the newsletter direct to any email
address of your choice and have it accessible via a smart phone wherever you are
and whenever you need it. It will also enable the team to send you more regular
updates on services, if we find out about something that you may be interested in
between editions of the newsletter, alongside our Text Alert Service. The email
register is a much more efficient way of keeping you informed, saving time for staff
who package the newsletter and reducing the amount of paper used by the Council,
as well as saving money on printing and postage which can be used in other areas of
the budget.
For more information on Disability Matters, the email register, text alert service or for
any other issues relating to supporting a child with a disability, please contact the
team on 01642 579160. Or to sign up to the email register, simply email
disabilitymatters@middlesbrough.gov.uk with the name of your child and
confirmation that you wish to switch from paper to email!
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Matrix Neurological is now in its fourth year of
supporting children, young people and their
families who have been affected by an acquired
brain injury.
As well as supporting our families Matrix has had a very busy year. There has been a lot going on
behind the scenes as we endeavour to develop the charity and its innovative services further.

Children in Need Funding

We were delighted to be awarded funding from Children in Need for three
years which has enabled us to employ our new Brain Injury Support worker
Mary Dryden. Mary will work with brain injured children and young people
Tees Valley wide.
Mary has a professional background in neuro-rehab Occupational Therapy
and cognitive rehabilitation therapy and she has worked in a range of
specialist neuro rehab establishments. She will be working closely with our
children to maximise their skills and personal development post brain injury through fun nonclinical interventions. This is a very exciting step forward for MATRIX and is a great opportunity for
us to help improve a range of outcomes for brain injured children.
Brain Injury Awareness Training
We are now able to offer brain injury awareness training to local schools, colleges and businesses
who would benefit from learning more about brain injury, its hidden effects and the impact it can
have on those children and young people with the brain injury and everyone around them.

If you would like to enquire about this training contact Matrix Neurological on 01642 989116 or
email Jan@matrixneurological.org.uk
Annual Fundraising Night – 7pm Fri 10th May 2019 @ Dormans Club Middlesbrough.
We are having our third fundraising evening at the Dormans Club in Middlesbrough. Oli Patto will
be performing for us and there will be bingo, raffle and tombola on the night.
Tickets are £5 and can be bought by contacting Matrix or from the club on the night. Join us for a
great night which will also raise funds for a great cause. If there are any local businesses who
would be willing to donate raffle prizes for the evening, it would be greatly appreciated. Please
contact Nic on 01642 989116 or email nic@matrixneurological.org.uk.
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USEFUL NUMBERS
Children with Disabilities Team……………………… 01642 579160
First Contact (Social worker/OT referrals)……… 01642 726004
Transitions Team…………………………………………… 01642 303902
Parents 4 Change………………………………………….. 01642 200526 / 07584055639
MAIN…………………………………………………………….. 01642 608012
Action on Hearing Loss………………………………….. 01642 245114 / 07391017935
Middlesbrough Local Offer

01642 727598

Welfare Rights………………………………………………. 01642 729242
South Tees Home Support Team……………………. 01642 579178
CAMHS / LD CAMHS………………………………………. 01642 529720
Darlington Association on Disability………………. 01642 049920
Disability Living Allowance Helpline………………. 0800 121 4600

GET IN TOUCH
Our aim is to provide you with useful information. If you have any thoughts about this newsletter or
ideas for future issues let us know by phone, email or post. All feedback and contributions are
gratefully received.

CONTACT US BY
Telephone: 01642 579160
Email: disabilitymatters@middlesbrough.gov.uk
Alternatively, please fill in the slip below and send it to:
Children with Disabilities Team , 2nd Floor Hemlington
Medical Centre, 21-25 The Viewley Hill Centre, Hemlington, Middlesbrough, TS8 9JH
Name ______________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________
Comments:

