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Terror in the Towers Children’s Party
Walworth Castle Hotel, Walworth, Darlington, DL2 2LY
A Halloween party for the little ones. With a spooky mocktail upon arrival, a
fun disco and party games, followed by a feast of hot dogs and chips. Prizes to
be won for our party games and for the best fancy dress! For those brave
enough, our real life dungeon will be open.
For tickets and more information, visit www.walworthcastle.co.uk/eventsvouchers/event/terror-in-the-towers-childrens-halloween-party/
Photo courtesy of www.enjoyteesvalley.com

Middlesbrough Art Weekender

26th September - 29th September 2019
Back for its third year, Middlesbrough Art Weekender is the biggest
contemporary arts festival in the North East. This year, it will
initiate a town takeover with workshops, events and happenings
across multiple venues in Middlesbrough. Highlights include
workshops with Boro in Bloom and ADA - a giant balloon that can
draw - immersive fun for all the family. All events are free or pay
what you decide.

All above events are subject to change. For any queries please
contact them directly using the contact details provided.
If you would live to advertise any events, please call us on
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Disability Matters is going digital!
Disability Matters, the newsletter for families of children with disabilities in Middlesbrough is
going digital. This means that we will no longer be sending out paper copies of the newsletter.
From December 2019 we will continue to make the newsletter available in a range of digital
formats, including copies being uploaded on to the Local Offer website, an email mailing list for
professionals and families, as well as utilising social media, meaning you can access the
newsletter wherever you are and whenever you need it.

This progressive and forward thinking update to our distribution methods will ensure that the
newsletter can continue in the most efficient way possible. There will also be a significant
reduction in the environmental impact of producing the newsletter thanks to preventing the
need for paper copies being printed. The Children with Disabilities Team wants to make sure that
as many people as possible continue to access this information and we will be doing everything
we can to ensure that people are aware of this change and signed up to relevant pages and
mailing lists prior to this digital shift.

If you have not already done so, please be sure to join our Facebook Group, to do so simply
visit www.facebook.com/groups/DisabilityMatters1, request to join and answer the three
simple questions. You can also find copies of the newsletter by visiting
www.middlesbrough.gov.uk/localoffer.

For the Disability Matters email register, email disabilitymatters@middlesbrough.gov.uk with
your details and request to change from a paper copy to email. For more information, or if you
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the team on 01642 579160 or the email
address provided above.
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The Children with Disabilities Service are consulting on a proposed amendment to the eligibility
criteria for social work support and short breaks. We feel that the old criteria is now too vague
and has led to an inconsistent application of the criteria. The intention of the amended criteria is
not to make it more difficult for families in need to access services, it is to give workers a much
clearer framework to apply the criteria to ensure that the services available go to those children
and families who need them the most.
A short online questionnaire has been created in order to efficiently gather your views regarding
the proposed amendments to the eligibility criteria. To complete this questionnaire, please visit:

https://consult.middlesbrough.gov.uk/portal/cwdconsultation2019
The questions are answered anonymously and we are not gathering any personal information.
However, if you do wish to discuss anything to do with this consultation, you can contact us on
the details below:
Ian Walker, Service Manager, tel: 01642 579182
Ben Lee, Senior Short Break Facilitator, tel: 01642 579162
Maria Bache, Team Manager, tel: 01642 579174
Emma McHale, Home Support Manager, tel: 01642 579171
We will also be holding three drop in sessions where you can come and talk to us about these
proposed changes, as follows:
Venue:
Children with Disabilities Team, Hemlington Health Centre, 21 – 25 The Viewley Centre,
Hemlington, Middlesbrough TS8 9JH
Dates and times:
Monday 9th September 2019, 1.00pm to 2.30pm
Tuesday 10th September 2019, 10.00am to 11.30am
Wednesday 18th September 2019, 5.30pm to 7.00pm
Thank you very much for your assistance with this important matter. This consultation is due to
run until 5pm on Monday 23rd September 2019.
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North East Regional SENDIASS - Special Educational Needs
and Disability Information, Advice and Support Services
are offering a 2019 training programme for parents/carers which includes;

SEN Support in Schools
This session will focus upon how children with special educational
needs are supported in schools and settings through the ‘Graduated
Approach’ outlined in the SEND Code of Practice 0-25. It will
describe a broad range of SEN support, Quality First Teaching,
SEN Support Plans, Education Health and Care Plans and how
parents/carers can get the most out of meetings in school.

25th September at The Centre for Life, Newcastle
9th October at Newcastle Civic Centre, Council Chambers

14th October at Durham Town Hall, Main Hall
23rd October at The Roker Hotel, Seaburn, Sunderland
24th October at The National Royal Navy Museum, Hartlepool
30th October at Middlesbrough Football Club, Directors Lounge

To book a FREE place, please contact;
Ann Connor on 01915873541 or email ann.connor@durham.gov.uk
PLEASE NOTE: there are 30 places available at each session. If you book and are unable
to attend, please let us know as soon as possible so that the place can be allocated to
someone else. The cost of each place is funded by the SENDIAS service in your area.
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TRAINING COURSES

Introduction to the Autism Spectrum. Wednesday, 20th November 2019. – 9.30am to 12.30pm
Online booking: unpaid carers and people on autism spectrum £25, professionals £50 (+booking fee).

Behaviours that Challenge and the Autism Spectrum (Promoting Positive Behaviours)
Monday, 11th November – 9.30am to 2.30pm
Online booking: unpaid carers and people on autism spectrum £50, professionals £90 (+booking fee).

How to Provide Accurate Social Information to People on the Autism Spectrum. Wednesday 23rd
October – 9.30am to 2.30pm.
Online booking: unpaid carers and people on autism spectrum £50, professionals £90 (+booking fee).

Introduction to Social and Emotional Behavioural Difficulties. Wednesday 7th November –
9.30am to 12 noon
Online booking: unpaid carers and people on autism spectrum £25, professionals £50 (+booking fee).

ONE Awards – Level 2 (Accredited course) Understanding Autism Spectrum Disorders. Friday 6th
December – 9.30am to 2.30pm
Online booking £95 (+ booking fee).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

SportMAINia - Monday evenings
At SportMAINia you will enjoy a variety of sports and games, which will improve general fitness,
help lose weight, have fun and make friends. Optional qualification available. Transport to and
from home included.

Age: 11 - 18 years.

Time: 5.00pm - 7.00pm

Venue: Middlesbrough

CONTACT MAIN FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON 01642 608012
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Come along for a frightfully fun night of music, dancing, games and
more that is not to be missed. Make sure to wear your best
Halloween costumes for extra treats!
No need to book, the event is free and the whole family is
welcome! The event can get busy and spaces are limited, so arrive
early to avoid disappointment
10
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Middlesbrough SENDIASS Service at MAIN
(Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Information Advice
and Support Service)
Providing Information, Advice and Support for children and young people with SEN and/or disabilities and their
parents or carers
For what reason can I contact the IAS Service? How can the Service help me?


If you need help understanding and filling in forms or paperwork relating to



If you need the Special Educational Needs (SEN) process explaining



If you would like more information about your child’s learning difficulty



If communication has broken down between you and your child’s school



If you want to appeal against any decision made about your child’s education



If you want an independent supporter to help you to navigate the system for education, health and care
plans and assessments

education

Contact: Steph or Ann on 01642 608012/ 07939152653 or email:
MAIN_SENDIASSMiddlesbrough@iammain.org.uk

Great Expectations Nursery in central Middlesbrough offering a
‘Short Break Service’ for families with children with additional needs.
Great Expectations is a registered charity formed in 2009, they have
been awarded ‘Short Break grant funding’ in order to provide provision
for children/families with additional needs.
The sessions run from 9am—3pm during school holidays. These fun
sessions will be tailored to meet the individual needs of the children.
If you are interested, require further information or would like to book a
visit to meet the staff and
look around the setting, please
contact Sue Willis (Manager)
on 01642 243256.
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If you are on Facebook and would like to find out more information about our
events, services and support, then why not search for “Disability Matters—
Middlesbrough” or go to www.facebook.com/groups/DisabilityMatters1 and
request to join the group. There has never been a better time to join now that
Disability Matters is going digital.

The Disability Matters Closed Group will be available to join and used to
advertise events and services that we feel may be of interest. It can also be used
to engage with families in our area in order to gather their feedback and views
on a variety of topics, it also allows us to keep you informed between editions
of the newsletter.

However, this group should not be used instead of the established routes to
contact the team, basic questions may answered if it is felt that other people
may benefit from viewing the response, but individual cases and circumstances
should be directed to the Children with Disabilities Team on 01642 579160 or to
your social worker if you have one.

Any abusive, foul or inappropriate language or content being shared on the
group will not be tolerated and anyone found to in breach of this will be
expelled from the group and will not be permitted to re-join.
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The Affordable Warmth Team at Middlesbrough Environment City provide free,
independent advice and practical support around saving energy in the home. This
includes understanding your fuel bills and checking you are on the cheapest tariff to
help you save money on your heating costs. We can also help homeowners apply for
eligible discounts and current funding towards the cost of loft insulation, cavity wall
insulation and a replacement gas boiler.
The team work across Middlesbrough in community venues and offer one to one
appointments giving information and advice on a wide range of energy related issues
including how to read your meters, damp and condensation problems, heating
control settings and fuel billing issues. Clients whose health makes them vulnerable
to cold weather, struggling to afford fuel bills or have been with the same supplier
for more than 18 months are already saving money by switching and avoiding fuel
price rises.
Remember, now is the time to call your energy company to see if you qualify for
the Warm Home Discount, worth £140 off your electricity bill. Don’t miss out, call
them today!
If you need further information on this please call us on the number below. To help
raise awareness around Affordable Warmth we offer free handy and informative
sessions to existing community groups and frontline staff too.

If you would like further information or to book an appointment, please call our
free phone number on 0800 304 7084 or email WarmHomes@menvcity.org.uk
https://menvcity.org.uk/

ISSUE 110

AUTUMN EDITION 2019

20 PGS

13

Have you got your FREE Max Card yet?
The Max Card is a discount card for foster families and families of
children with additional needs. Families simply show their Max Card
upon entry to a venue in order to obtain free or discounted admission.
The scheme is designed to help these families save money on great
days out at castles, zoos, bowling alleys and more. The card aims to
provide a sense of community through stimulating learning
experiences and enjoyable days out for everyone.
The cards are provided by local authorities and selected charities, who
administer the cards to eligible families in their areas. If your Max Card
is due to expire In May 2019, a new card can be provided if you contact
the Children with Disabilities Team on 01642 579160.
For more information on the Max Card scheme and a list of the many
venues that the card can be used at, please visit their website:

www.mymaxcard.co.uk
Or, for more information on how to apply for a Max Card, please call
the Children with Disabilities Team and ask for a member of staff from
Short Breaks on 01642 579160.
14
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Martyn the Music Man on tour!
Join us for songs, rhymes and plenty of fun!
SEPTEMBER (3rd until 1st Oct)
Tuesday mornings 10-11am CENTRAL LIBRARY
Tuesday afternoons 1.30-2.30pm GROVE HILL COMMUNITY HUB
Friday mornings 10-11am MARTON COMMUNITY HUB
OCTOBER (8th until 5th Nov)
Tuesday mornings 10-11am RAINBOW LIBRARY

Tuesday afternoons 1.30-2.30pm THORNTREE COMMUNITY HUB
Friday mornings 10-11am NEPTUNE LIBRARY
NOVEMBER (12th until 10th Dec)
Tuesday mornings 10-11am HEMLINGTON COMMUNITY HUB
(subject to refurbishment)
Tuesday afternoons 1.30-2.30pm EASTERSIDE COMMUNITY HUB
Friday mornings 10-11am ACKLAM LIBRARY
Suitable for babies and children up to 4yrs old.
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West Denton Close Newcastle upon Tyne NE15 7LU
Saturday 7 September . Princess and Pirates Day
All Princesses from across the land and all Pirates from
across the sea are invited for treats and games.

Saturday 14 September …………. Roald Dahl Day

School holidays
Monday 28 October …. Halloween arts and crafts

Learn all about the different characters from Roald
Dahl’s stories and try making your own story character.

Let’s get creative and make an amazingly spooky
Halloween lantern.

Saturday 21 September ………. World Peace Day

Wednesday 30 October …. Halloween movie day

Design and display a poster that helps you imagine a
community and world at peace.

Put on your best Halloween fancy dress and join us for a
Halloween extravaganza. It’s so good it’s scary!

Saturday 28 September … World Friendship Day

Thursday 31 October …….. Halloween movie day

Join us as we celebrate world friendship month by
creating some amazing friendship bracelets.

Saturday 5 October ………….. World Space Week
Learn about the planets and stars and get involved in
creating your own out of this world planet.

Saturday 12 October ……………. Chocolate Week
We hope you have a sweet tooth because we are
celebrating all things chocolate. Delicious!

Saturday 19 October ………… Make a mini piñata
Come and join us for some fiesta fun as we make some
amazing mini piñatas.

Friday 26 October …………….. Build a scarecrow
Bring in some old clothes and make a spooky scarecrow
just in time for Halloween.

Can’t make it to the first Halloween movie day? Don’t
worry you can still show off your best fancy dress!

End of school holidays
Saturday 2 November ….. Bonfire arts and crafts
Remember, remember to have fun in November. Come
along and make your own arts and crafts fireworks.

Saturday 9 November ………. Remembrance Day
Let’s come together and make a poppy to mark
Remembrance Day.

Saturday 16 November … World Kindness Day
World Kindness Day is here so let’s get together and
show some kindness to everyone we meet.

Each activity has two sessions: 12 noon - 1pm or 1pm - 2pm. Please request your preferred session when you book.

Booking is essential. For more information, please call our Centre Manager,
Amanda Head, on: 0191 267 8118

www.alanshearercentre.org.uk
18
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USEFUL NUMBERS
Children with Disabilities Team……………………… 01642 579160
First Contact (Social worker/OT referrals)……… 01642 726004
Daisy Chain …………………………………………………

01642 531248

Parents 4 Change………………………………………….. 01642 200526 / 07584055639
MAIN…………………………………………………………….. 01642 608012
Action on Hearing Loss………………………………….. 01642 245114 / 07391017935
SEND Single Point of Contact…………………………. 01642 201831

Welfare Rights………………………………………………. 01642 729242
South Tees Home Support Team……………………. 01642 579178
CAMHS / LD CAMHS………………………………………. 01642 529720
Darlington Association on Disability………………. 01642 049920
Disability Living Allowance Helpline………………. 0800 121 4600

GET IN TOUCH
Our aim is to provide you with useful information. If you have any thoughts about this newsletter or
ideas for future issues let us know by phone, email or post. All feedback and contributions are
gratefully received.

CONTACT US BY
Telephone: 01642 579160
Email: disabilitymatters@middlesbrough.gov.uk
Alternatively, please fill in the slip below and send it to:
Children with Disabilities Team , 2nd Floor Hemlington
Medical Centre, 21-25 The Viewley Hill Centre, Hemlington, Middlesbrough, TS8 9JH
Name ______________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________
Comments:

