Immunisation protects your child against serious disease.
Check with your health visitor or doctor to make sure your child
is fully protected before they start nursery.

For further information please call in to your local
Surestart Children’s Centre or call 0800 085 2022.
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What free early education is my child entitled to?
Every 3 and 4 year old child is entitled to two years of free early
learning and childcare provision, before they reach the age where
they need to go to school. We call this their ‘free entitlement’.
The free entitlement starts from the school term after a child’s 3rd
birthday, up until they reach compulsory school age. For example,
if the child became 3 in May, the next school term would be
September; if the child turned 3 in February, it would be from April,
and so on. It is available to all children of the right age, regardless of
their background or their parents’ financial circumstances.
The free entitlement adds up to 570 hours per year, which can be
taken flexibly according to your needs and what your childcare
provider can offer. This can vary according to each provider, so check
it suits your needs before you make your decision.
The entitlement is 15 hours over 38 weeks, and can be stretched over
a longer period than 38 weeks.
A parent can choose to take less than their free entitlement, but no
more. There are limits around the times the free entitlement should
be taken.
For example, no less than 2 hours or more than 10 hours can be
taken in one day; and the full entitlement can not be taken over less
than 3 days per week (2 days per week from September 2012).
This can help working parents, and providers are trying to be more
flexible in meeting working or studying parents’ needs. Parents
have to be aware that providers may not always be able to meet their

individual requirements, but they will be willing to work with the
local community to identify what its childcare needs are.
From September 2013, some 2 year olds will be eligible for free early
education, and until then, eligibility criteria will need to be met
before a 2 year old place is agreed

Where can I use my free entitlement?
Practitioners working with children age 3 and 4 use the Early Years
Foundation Stage as a means of supporting individual children’s
development. Parents can access free early education in a variety
of different places, such as nursery schools, nursery classes, play
groups, day nurseries and childminders who are accredited members
of a local Childminding Network. Day Nurseries, Playgroups and
Childminders must be registered with the Local Authority to receive
funding for delivering free early education.
You can register for a place by contacting your local school when
your child is 2, or by contacting your chosen day nursery, play group
or childminder. You should make sure that your chosen provider has
an agreement with Liverpool City Council to receive Early Education
Funding.
Most settings provide childcare beyond the free entitlement, and if
you use this, you will have to pay for it. If you are unsure about where
to go, what to ask for or what to look for, then Liverpool Childcare
and Family Information Service is able to help you. (Tel 0800 085
2022 option 2 for Liverpool).
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Why should my child take up the Free Entitlement?
Young children are naturally inquisitive and keen to explore the world
around them. Spending regular time in a good quality Early Years
setting allows them to develop their social skills, learning, physical
abilities and understanding. Most importantly, children will have fun.
Research shows that alongside good parenting, high quality part
time Early Years education helps give children of this age a great start,
providing them with a solid foundation for their future.

What does ‘free’ mean?
Parents are entitled to receive Early Education sessions that are ‘free
at the point of delivery’ - which means you should not be charged for
any part of the free hours.
No conditions of access - Providers delivering the free entitlement
must not add extra rules for parents wanting to take up their hours –
for example, parents must not be asked to purchase additional hours
in order to secure free provision
No fees charged for free hours - Providers must not charge ‘top
up’ fees (the difference between what a provider would normally
charge and the funding they receive from the Local Authority to
deliver the free entitlement) in relation to any free hours. Providers
must not charge fees in relation to the free entitlement, for example
for registration or uniform.
No ‘cheque back’ scheme - Providers cannot operate a cheque back
scheme, whereby parents continue to pay a full day care rate, and
receive a cheque back at the end of a term.

School based provision - Taking up free education at a school
based nursery will not guarantee a place in that school, and should
not be used as a condition for a place in that school when your child
reaches statutory school age.
Lunches - If your child takes up their free early education at a school
based provider before and after lunch time, then you may be able to
claim for free school meals, if you are in receipt of certain benefits. If
your child takes up their free early education at a day nursery, play
group or childminder, you may be asked to pay for lunch or provide a
packed lunch. You should be made aware of this before you agree to
take up that place.

Wraparound Care
Some parents of 3 and 4 year olds require childcare beyond the hours
available through the free entitlement, and may wish to purchase
additional (or ‘wraparound’) sessions.
A wraparound session is defined as ‘a day care session for 3 and 4
year olds that begins before, and after a free early education session.’
If you are using your free entitlement at a school, and need
wraparound care, the school should be able to help you find local
providers of childcare as part of their Extended Schools provision.
Liverpool Childcare and Family Information Service has produced a
number of publications to help you choose the right childcare for
you and your child. If you need help in finding either early education
or childcare generally, please call Tel: 800 085 2022 - option 2 for
Liverpool.
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Paying for Wraparound Care
Parents will have to pay for wraparound provision, and the costs are
determined by the provider.
You may be able to claim for the childcare element of Working
Families Tax Credit if you qualify.
Where you have to pay for childcare outside of the free entitlement,
the provider will need to invoice you for this and make it clear that
your fees do not include any part of your free entitlement.
You can not claim tax credits or childcare vouchers for your free
hours. If you are eligible for Childcare Tax Credits or claim for Nursery
Vouchers from your employer, you must only claim for the childcare
you have to pay for.

Invoicing Arrangements
If you use your free entitlement at a school, there is no charge and
therefore no need for an invoice system (unless the school delivers
and charges for wraparound childcare).
Other childcare providers must produce regular invoices to parents
that set out clearly which of the hours have been provided free, and
that this is not represented as a monetary discount or grant. (An
example invoice is shown in Appendix B.)
It can be difficult to show how flexible provision can work out, so we
have provided some examples in Appendix A. If you have any further
queries about your own situation, you can contact us on: 0800 085
2022 - option 2 for Liverpool.

APPENDIX A
Until September 2012 if a parent CHOOSES to take their free early
Years Education over 2 days then this means their entitlement is
reduced to 12.5 hours. From September 2012 the 15 hours Free Early
Years Education can be taken over 2 days.

Example Calculations
Free Nursery Education Entitlement, taken 3 days or more per week
is 570 hours. Over 38 weeks this will mean 15 hours free per week, if
“stretched” over 50 weeks this will mean 11.4 hours per week.

All Year Round Provider

Example 1
Child attends setting 2 full days per week (20 hours) and is therefore
entitled to access 15 hours Free Early Education – the parent wants to
take this as flexibly as possible i.e. stretched over 50 weeks.
2 full days (20 hours)
11.4 hours Free Early Education for 50 weeks – part flexible
entitlement for 50 weeks
8.6 hours Nursery Care and Education @3.60 per hour (£36 per day
divided by 10 hours ) = £30.96
Total hours attended = 20
Total weekly cost payable by parent is £37.80
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Child attends setting 3 full days per week (30 hours) and is therefore
entitled to access 15 hours of free Nursery
Education - the parent wants to take this as flexible as possible i.e.
stretched over 50 weeks. This will reduce the entitlement to 11.4
hours per week.
3 Full days per week (30 hours)
11.4 hours Free Nursery Care & Education over 50 weeks
- Full Flexible Entitlement 18.6 hours Nursery Care & Education @
£3.60 per hour (based on £36 per day ÷ 10 hours = £66.96
Total hours attended = 30
Total weekly cost payable by parent is £66.96
Example 3
3 year old child attends nursery 3 full days per week for 38 weeks
Their entitlement is 15 hours Free Early Years Education
The remaining 15 hours to be sold at a cost set by individual settings
Example
Session cost £20.00 (AM 8am-1pm)(PM 1pm-6pm)=5 hours
30 hours - 15 hours FREE Early Education entitlement delivered in 3
AM or PM sessions
Additional 15 hours purchased and delivered in 3 AM or PM sessions
(3 sessions x 5h=15 hours)
An invoice needs to be raised showing the 15 hours FREE Early
Education entitlement and the additional 15 hours (3 sessions)
purchased at £60.00 per week.
Total weekly cost payable by parent is £60

Term Time Only Settings

Example 1
Child attends 5 morning sessions
Hours offered are 8.45am to 11.45am
Full Free Entitlement - No cost to parents
Example 2
Child attends 5 morning sessions
Hours offered are 8.45am to 11.45am
Full Free Entitlement - No cost to parents
Lunch is available 11.45am to 12.30pm and can be purchased by
parents at cost of £2.00 plus £2.70 for 45 minutes care
(@ - £3.60 full hour).
Total payable for full week lunch and lunch time care = £23.50
Total weekly cost payable by parent is £23.50
Example 3
Child attends 2 morning and 2 afternoon sessions over 2 days Hours
offered are 8.45am to 11.45am AND 12.45pm to 3.45pm Part Free
Entitlement - No cost to parents
Lunch can be purchased at cost of £2.00 plus £3.60 full hour.
Total payable for 2 days lunch and lunch time care = £11.20
Total weekly cost payable by parent is £11.20
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APPENDIX B

Happy Times Nursery 					 INVOICE
Sunny Street
Windy Lane
				
Date:

TO:			
Parent of Sahara Smith			

DESCRIPTION

HOURS

FOR
Nursery Education

RATE

AMOUNT

Nursery Education 11.4
11.4 hrs
Weekly
taken flexibly over 50 weeks			

Free
Entitlement

Free
Entitlement

Nursery Care & Education

£3.60 per hr

£66.96

18.6 hrs

WEEKS

Weekly

TOTAL				

£66.96

