“

We were elected at the end of 2015, and our two years in office
are about to come to an end. It’s been an amazing experience
representing young people in Islington and this report will tell
you about some of the things we have achieved.
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12%

During our 2-year term in office we met and
spoke with more young people in Islington than
ever before, leading to an increase in voting by
12 percent in the 2017 election.

We had over 1,500 responses to the UK Youth
Parliament ‘Make Your Mark’ ballot, which helps to
inform what the members of UK Youth Parliament
debate and campaign about for the year ahead. The
UK Youth Parliament is the only organisation that is
allowed to sit in the House of Commons.
On Twitter we have
achieved over 35,000
impressions, indicating
the reach of our
followers
engaging with
us.

140

We attended more
than 140 events,
meetings, workshops
and consultations
during our term.

1,500

1000

responses
More than 1,000 young people
responded to the stop and search
survey we championed on behalf
of the Islington Stop and Search
Community Monitoring Group.

To recognise our amazing participation in the
National Takeover Challenge we were awarded
a Gold commendation by the Children’s Commissioner
for England.

Our priorities and achievements
Our priority: Health and wellbeing

What we achieved:
We attended events and activities focusing on mental health and wellbeing,
as these are a real concern to young people. This includes the stress we
experience during exam time and during times of change in our lives. A number
of us attended the Camden and Islington Young People’s Sexual Health Network
consultation to share our views and help to design new services.
We contributed to Islington’s five-year plan to improve the health and wellbeing
of children and young people in Islington.
We helped to write the Youth Mental Health Charter and promoted the
animated version of Islington’s Children and Young People’s Health Strategy
on our social media platforms.

Our priority: Crime and safety

What we achieved:
We worked with the Head of Youth and Community, the police and council
staff to identify ways for young people to feel safe both online and in their
communities.
We engaged over 1,000 young people to take part in a large scale survey
about sharing their experiences of being stopped and searched.
We actively promoted awareness about safer school officers on social media
and spoke to the borough commander about local policing to give young
people’s views on safety in Islington.

Our priority: Apprenticeships, Careers
Advice and Work Experience

What we achieved:
We promoted the benefits of high quality work experience during our meeting
with the Executive Member for Economic & Community Development. The
Young Mayor and the Mayor of Islington sent a joint letter to all Islington head
teachers asking that pupils have more opportunities to experience the world of
work as part of their secondary education.
We worked with council staff to promote learning and employment
opportunities to young people through our surgeries at youth clubs and hubs
as well as through our social media platforms.
We promoted employment and training opportunities to young people via social
media, including sending out a weekly youth employment bulletin that included
information about job fairs and details of Islington Council apprenticeships.
We organised a Careers Expo at Google HQ attended by 200 young people and
18 employers.

Our priority: Free time opportunities
for young people

What we achieved:
During the last 2 years, we promoted the incredible range of activities and
programmes available across the borough and encouraged young people to
share their views on both the content and design of programmes being offered.

We organised, hosted and participated in a range of ‘Takeover Day’ events and
activities across Islington in 2016, including young people taking over the
design of the spring programme at Islington’s youth hubs, Lift and Platform.
We signed off plans for the newest Islington provision for young people,
Soapbox, which opened in autumn 2017.
We helped to promote the Summerversity and Launchpad programmes in
2016 and 2017.

Some of us, including Diana, Iqra and Honey became Fair
Futures commissioners and worked with the Commission’s
Chair Jermain Jackman, to consider ideas submitted by
voluntary and community groups/individuals on making
Islington a great place to grow up.
As part of our work we led a walking tour that was attended by senior council
decision-makers, planners and developers. The walk gave us the opportunity to show
the borough through a young person’s eyes which we presented at the Place Summit.
We attended the Commission’s ‘Their Ambitions Our Future’ workshop looking at
amongst other things the skills young people need to prepare for life.
Finally, we worked with the Commission’s Programme Manager to review the final
recommendations for the council and other organisations.

In our words…
Being a youth councillor has opened my eyes to the many opportunities
young people have in the borough. It’s really important that we promote
these opportunities to all young people.

Deputy Young Mayor Tega
My highlights include being elected Islington’s first ever
Member of Youth Parliament, attending a British Youth
Council residential as well as taking part in the annual sitting
in Parliament and representing Islington’s young people.

YCllr Mohamed and
Islington MYP 2016

For me this has been a life-changing
experience, which will always remain
in my memory.
Young Mayor Diana
My highlight is definitely the work
we did with the Youth Mental Health
Charter. Originally I campaigned
I’ve really enjoyed meeting
about mental health so to work and
new people and being able
contribute to a charter has been
to help young people with
rewarding.
their problems.
YCllr Iqra

YCllr Honey

It was an honour representing Islington’s
young people and I feel I did my fellow
young people proud. I have enjoyed being a
YCllr and meeting so many amazing people.

YCllr Chikamso

Some of the feedback we received…
It was fantastic to see Tega at our event and we were very impressed.
A great role model to our young people. We will be asking him to join
our Board of Trustees once his term is up.
Cathy Norris, Business Development Manager, Prospex
We were really grateful that Darey was able to step up at very late
notice for our EPIC Awards. Please could you pass on my thanks to him
as he was a star!
Laura Stone, Senior Internal Communications
and Engagement Officer, Islington Council
Please pass on our sincere thanks to Tega
for coming along to the Nature Festival.
He was absolutely fab and carried out his
role with great charm. We particularly
like the way he engaged with the fancy
dress crew!
Rosey Lyall Trustee,
The Garden Classroom
Council Leader Richard Watts
@RichardWatts01
Massive thanks to a brilliant set of
youth councillors. What an inspiration
you all are.
Council Chief Executive Lesley Seary
@LesleySeary
You have been such brilliant youth
councillors and your questions
@IslingtonBC council meetings are
always excellent.

A big thank you for
getting Miriam involved
in our recruitment
interviews. She was a real
asset to the panel and a
pleasure to work with.
She’s a very perceptive
young lady and came out
with some really valuable
insights.
Catherine Lad, Children’s
Commissioning Manager,
Islington Clinical
Commissioning Group
Corporate Director,
Children’s Services
Carmel Littleton
@carmelittleton1
What an outstanding youth
council you have been!

Twelve new youth councillors are ready to represent the young
people of Islington, and we wish them the very best of luck.
Keep in touch with the work of the new youth council on
Twitter and on Instagram @IslingtonYC
You can also visit www.izzy-info.com/youthcouncil,
email youthcouncil@islington.gov.uk or phone 020 7527 2552

