Due to the ongoing coronavirus situation not all services and
activities listed on this website will be operating as normal. Click
here for more information.

Hartside Primary Academy
We offer ‘30 hours childcare for working parents’.
Hartside Primary School is located in Crook. We have eight classrooms, catering for children from Nursery
to Year 6 (ages 2-11 years). Our Nursery and Reception class are an EYFS Unit and there are extensive
grounds providing effective 'outdoor classrooms' for children of all ages. We provide a breakfast club, a
range of after school clubs, as well as wrap around care. There is separate provision for children in EYFS
and then KS1 and 2.
We are an inclusive school and value the contribution that all children make to school life equally. Equality
of opportunity for all, no matter what gender, race or disability is imperative, and we actively put into
place a stimulating curriculum to meet the needs of all children. Through consultation with our children,
their parents, the school Governors and staff, we have created four drivers which underpin our school
curriculum.
They are:
Possibilities - What are the possibilities?
Community - How can I help?
Emotional awareness - How do I feel about?
Knowledge of the World - Where in the world?
We ask our children these open ended questions in a variety of lessons and contexts, challenging them to
consider answers thoughtfully and carefully. We hope that through this, children will leave our school
with the skills and qualities needed to become a responsible global citizen.
We are offering 30 hours free childcare in our Nursery. Free childcare will be available from 8.00am until
5.30pm within our EYFS unit. Please get in touch as soon as possible, as places are limited.
To find out more about help with childcare costs please visit www.durham.gov.uk/childcarecosts

When is it on?
Time of day

Morning
Afternoon

Session
information

Nursery (30 hours) 9:00am - 3:00pm
Monday to Friday
There are 4 options for 15 hour places.
These include:
Morning 8:45am - 11:45am Monday to
Friday
Afternoon 12:30pm - 3:30pm Monday to

Friday
Front End of Week 8:45am - 3:30pm Monday
and Tuesday, 8:45am - 11:45am Wednesday
Back End of Week 12:30pm - 3:30pm
Wednesday and 8:45am - 2:30pm Thursday
and Friday

Who to contact
Contact name

Mr Shawn Laws

Contact

Headteacher

position
Telephone

01388 766 686

E-mail

hartside@durhamlearning.net

Website

www.hartsideprimary.org.uk

Where to go
Address

Hartside
Crook
County Durham

Postcode

DL15 9NN

Other details
Cost
description

For details and costing of before and after
school care, as well as additional nursery
sessions, please contact the school office.

Referral
required?

No

Related links

Ofsted reports

Local Offer
Local Offer
description

At Hartside we recognise that all pupils are
entitled to a quality of provision that will
enable them to achieve their potential. We
believe in positive intervention, removing
barriers to learning, raising expectations and
levels of achievement and working in
partnership with other agencies in order to
provide a positive educational experience
for all our pupils including those with a
special educational need or disability.
We recognise there are particular groups of
pupils whose circumstances require
additional consideration by those who work
with them to support their SEND. Mr Shawn
Laws is the Designated Teacher for Looked
after Children who works closely with Mrs
Clarkson, the SENCO, to ensure all teachers
in school understand the implications for
those children who are looked after and

have SEND.
We ensure that all pupils, regardless of their
specific needs make the best possible
progress.
Our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator
is Mrs Clarkson. Our Special Educational
Needs Governor is Mrs Hanlon. If you would
like to speak to Mrs Clarkson or arrange a
meeting, then please contact us.
Contact name

Mrs Clarkson, SENCo

Contact

01388 766 686

telephone
Contact email

hartside@durhamlearning.net

Links

SEND at Hartside Primary Academy

How do you identify Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)?
How does the setting/school/college know if children/young people need extra help and
what should I do if I think my child/young person may have special educational needs?
The first person to identify that a child may need extra help may be:
Yourself, as parent or carer
The class teacher
A health visitor
Another medical professional
If it seems that your child may need extra help, speak to your child’s class teacher
first, who will then organise a meeting with the school's Special Needs Coordinator (SENCo), who will assess:
What your child is good at and what they need help with.
What specifically your child would benefit from learning.
How best to help your child learn.

How will you support my child with their special educational needs and disability?
How will early years setting/school/college staff support my child/young person?
Children thought to have special educational needs with be placed on the school's
special educational needs register and receive different levels of support according
to their needs. The graduated response begins with Quality First teaching, where
the curriculum within the classroom is differentiated and children have different
levels of tasks to complete.
If necessary, children will have a Special Educational Needs Support Plan
(previously known as an Individual Education Plan - IEP or Pupil Profile) which
outlines your child's/young person's targets and any extra support they receive at
school. The Support Plan often places the young person in a small focus group, run
by the class teacher or teaching assistant. The length of time of this intervention

will vary according to need but will generally be for a term. The interventions will
be regularly reviewed by all involved to ascertain the effectiveness of the
provision made and to inform future planning.
If necessary, and your child's needs are very complex and/or severe, the school
may ask the Local Authority to carry out an Education, Healthy and Care Plan
(previously known as Statutory Assessment). This is a very detailed assessment of
the child/young person's needs, involving you as carers as well as a range of
professionals, in order to compile reports as to the needs of the child. If an
Education, Health and Care Plan is issued, the school must meet the requirements,
usually equating to adult support for the child for at least 50% of the school day.
The level of support received by your child/young person may change throughout
their time at school. School staff will speak to you if they think this should happen
and will ask for your opinion about it.
If a pupil needs more expert support from an outside agency, such as the Speech
and Language Therapy Team, a referral will be made, with parental/carer consent
and forwarded to the most appropriate agency. After a series of assessments, a
programme of support is usually provided to the school and parents/carers.

How will you make sure my child's education meet their needs?
How will the curriculum be matched to my child's young person's needs?
Children learn and develop in different ways. Teachers recognise this and use
different teaching styles and resources, as well as planning different levels of work
in the classroom to cater for the various ways children learn. Children will have
adult support within the classroom when tasks require. However, at times,
children may need extra help and may be withdrawn by a teaching assistant to
work on specific skills as an individual or as part of a small group. The use of the
Special Educational Needs Support Plan, written specifically for individual children,
will include short term targets linked to the child's needs.

How will we know my child is progressing?
How will both you and I know how my child/young person is doing and how will you help me
to support my child's/young person's learning?
You will be able to discuss your child's progress at parents' evenings and
appointments can be made at any time to speak to the class teacher or SENCo
throughout the year, by contacting the school office.
Progress is closely monitored on a regular basis through:
National Curriculum Tests.
Other tests, such as Phonics checks, Optional SATs, SNAP tests, Schonell
Spelling Tests, Salford Reading Test, use of Accelerated Reader information.
Information from parents, carers and other professionals from other
agencies.
Records from other schools your child has attended.
Staff will help you to support your child/young person with their learning by

suggesting ways you can help at home. Mrs Clarkson (SENCo) may meet to discuss
how to support your child with strategies to use if there are emotional or
behavioural needs.
If outside agencies or the Educational Psychologist have been involved, suggestions
and programmes of study are normally provided and can be used at home.

How will you support my child's overall wellbeing?
What support will there be for my child's/young person's overall wellbeing?
We offer a wide variety of pastoral support for pupils who are encountering
emotional difficulties.
These include:
Members of staff such as the class teacher, teaching assistants and SENCO are
readily available for pupils who wish to discuss issues and concerns.
After school and breakfast clubs are available to promote social skills and
general wellbeing for pupils.
Bully Busters support pupils who find play times a challenge.
If a pupil has a medical need, then a detailed Care Plan is compiled with support
from the School Nurse in consultation with parents/carers. These are discussed
with all staff who are involved with the pupil.
Staff receive asthma and EpiPen training, delivered by the School Nurse.
Where necessary, and in agreement with parents/carers, medicines are
administered in school but only where a signed medicine consent form is in place
to ensure the safety of both child and staff member.
All Teaching Assistants have basic first aid training.
Two members of staff are trained in Listening Matters, which is a play based
approach to raising children's self esteem and capacity to deal with emotional
situations.

What specialist services and expertise is available at or accessed by the staff?
What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the
setting/school/college?
At times it may be necessary to consult with outside agencies to receive their
more specialised expertise.
The agencies we use include:
Autism Outreach Team
Educational Psychologist
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)
Sensory Service to support pupils with hearing/visual impairment
Social Services

SALT (Speech and Language Therapy)
Treetops (Occupational Therapy)
Bishop Auckland Hospital (Paediatricians)
School Nurse
An Educational Psychologist (EP) is allocated to each school. He/she would normally
only work directly with pupils whose needs are felt to be quite considerable and
have not responded well to the interventions previously put in place for them.
The aim of an EP involvement is to gain an understanding of and try to resolve a
pupil’s difficulties. In order to help understand the pupil’s educational needs better,
the EP will generally meet with the parent and give feedback after the assessment
has been completed.
He/she will offer advice to the school and parents/carers on how to best support
the child in order to take their learning forward.

How are staff trained regarding SEND?
What training are the staff supporting children and young people with SEND have had or
are having?
Members of staff have received training related to SEND.
These have included sessions on:
how to support pupils on the autistic spectrum
how to support pupils with social and emotional needs
how to support pupils with speech and language difficulties
how to support pupils with physical and co-ordination needs

What activities outside the classroom will there be?
How will my child/young person be included in activities outside this classroom including
school trips?
Activities and school trips are available to all. Risk assessments are carried out and
procedures are put in place to enable all children to participate.
However, if it is deemed that an intensive level of one-to-one support is required,
a parent or carer may be asked to accompany their child during the activity.

How will you support my child's needs?
How accessible is the setting/school/college environment?
We are happy to discuss individual access requirements and an accessibility plan
can be obtained from the school.
Our facilities include:
ramps in school to make the building accessible to all
a toilet adapted for disabled users

high visibility tape for VI children in hazardous areas
An accessibility survey has taken place and necessary alterations will take place as
and when funds allow. Issues of accessibility are taken into consideration when any
building works takes place.

My child is going to be starting or leaving soon, how will you help them?
How will the setting/school/college prepare and support my child/young person to join the
setting/school/college or the next stage of education and life?
Many strategies are in place to enable the pupil’s transition to be as smooth as
possible.
These include:
Discussions between the previous or receiving schools prior to the pupil
joining/leaving.
All pupils attend a Transition session where they spend some time with their
new class teacher.
Additional visits which can be arranged for pupils who need extra time in
their new school.
Mrs Clarkson is always willing to meet parents/carers prior to their child
joining the school.
Secondary school staff visit pupils prior to them joining their new school.
Mrs Clarkson and Mr Pratt (the Year 6 class teacher) liaises with the SENCOs from
the secondary schools to pass on information regarding SEN pupils.
Where a pupil may have more specialised needs, a separate meeting may be
arranged with Mrs Clarkson, the secondary school SENCO, the parents/carers and
where appropriate, the pupil.

What is available to help my child with their education?
How are the setting's/school's/college's resources allocated and matched to
children's/young people's special educational needs?
If a child has an Education, Health and Care Plan, resources necessary are outlined
and the Senior Leadership Team will work alongside staff to ensure that these
resources are available - this may be staffing to support the child, as well as
physical resources and specialist equipment.
The use of Special Educational Need Support Plans for individual pupils will help
class teachers organise specific resources and intervention for small groups of
children.

What support can I expect for my child?
How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child/young person
will receive?
These decisions are made in consultation with class teacher and Senior Leadership

Team. Decisions are based upon termly tracking of pupil progress and as a result of
assessments by outside agencies, including details given in Education, Health and
Care Plans.
During their school life, if further concerns are identified due to the pupil’s lack of
progress or well-being, then other interventions will be arranged.

How will I be involved in my child's education?
How are parents involved in the setting/school/college? How can I be involved?
All parents are encouraged to contribute to their child’s education. This may be
through discussions with the class teacher during parents' evenings, during
discussions with Mrs Clarkson or other professionals and parents/carers are
encouraged to comment on their child’s Special Educational Needs Support
Plan with possible suggestions that could be incorporated.

Disclaimer
Durham County Council's Families Information Service does not promote nor endorse the
services advertised on this website. Anyone seeking to use/access such services does so at
their own risk and may make all appropriate enquiries about fitness for purpose and
suitability to meet their needs.

Call the Families Information Service: 03000 269 995 or email: fis@durham.gov.uk
Disclaimer: Durham County Council's Families Information Service encourages and
promotes the use of plain English. We therefore reserve the right to amend any information supplied as
necessary. Durham County Council's Families Information Service does not promote nor endorse the services
advertised on this website. Anyone seeking to use/access such services does so at their own risk and may
make all appropriate enquiries about fitness for purpose and suitability to meet their needs.

